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LETTERS 

FROMANDTQ 

i) O C T o il S W I F T. 

LETTER CLXIII. 

C H A R. L E S FORD, Efq; td 
Dr. SWIFT. 

London, Auguft the rith, ^714* 

vyUR juftices fit feveral hours every day, 
without affording us the leaft news. I 
don't hear any thing they have done worth 
mentioning, except fome orders they have 
given about the difpute in the city of Dub^ 
lin. You may be fure they are not fuch as 
will pleafe our friends i but I think you 
and I agreed in condemning thofe pro- 
ceedings in our own people. My lord 
Darby is made lord lieutenant-of - Lanca^ . 
Jhire. That and Hampjhire are the only 
vacant employments they have filled up 5 
I fuppofe, under pretence of their being 
maritime counties. If the whigs had di- 
refted the lift of regents, Marlborough, 
Vol. 11. B Sun^ 
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Sunderland and Wharton had not been 
left out. There arc fire tories toof, that 
would not have been in. Though they 
were a little whimfical for three or four 
days about the fucceffion, they feemed to 
recant, and own themfclves in an error by 
the later votes. Every one of them ap- 
proved the peace, and were for the addrefs 
at the end of the lafl: feffion, that it. vjras 
fafe, honourable and advantageous. Con- 
iidering what miniftcrs were employed here 
by the court of Hanover^ and that the king 
himfelf had little information but what he 
received from them, I think his lift ihews 
no ill difpofition to the tories : aad they fay 
he is not' apt to be hafty in removing the 
perfons he finds in employment. The bill 
is brought in for granting him the old du- 
ties for the civil lift. One Wikes, of North-' 
amptony moved to tack the place- bill to it ; 
but nobody feconded him, and he was ex- 
' tremely laughed at. He happens unluckily 
to be a tory. - ' 

Did you receii^e your papers laft poft ? 

The firft copy is not yet left at St. Dun- 

Jian's. Should I fend to Barber for it in 

lord Bolinghroke% name ? I have writ to 

him to bring in his bill, and as foon as he 

comes 
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comes I will pay him. I fuppofc I (hall 
fee him to-morrow* I wifli you a good 
journey to Ireland. But if I hear Saturday'^ 
poft comes into Wantage on Sunday^ I may 
trouble you again. Prlay let me know when 
you land in Irelfind^ that I may write to 
you, if any thing happens worth while* 
I (hall be very impatient for what you pro-' 
mife me from thence. I fliould be very 
glad to hear frotn you while you are on the 
road* 

Lord Anglefey came to toWn laft Tuefday^ 
They are all here now, except Pembroke 
and Strafford. Charles Eversfield is making 
his court to the dukes of Simerfet and Ar^ 
gyle: he declares he will keep his place^ 
if he can, and that he will not ftir for Cam-^ 
pion's cleiftion in the county of Suffex. Cam^ 
pion and he have had Tome high words upon 
that account. Lord Orford told the com- 
miilion^rs of the admiralty, they were ig- 
norant, negligent of their duty, and wanted 
2eal for the king's fervice. 
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LETTER CLXIV. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to. 
T>t. SWIFT, 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Augufti2, 1714. 

X T H A N K you for your kind letter, 
which is very comfortable upon fuch a me- 
lancholy occalion. , My dear-miftrefs's d^ys 
were numbered even in my imagination, 
and could not exceed fuch certain limits, 
but of that fmall number a great deal was 
cut off by the laft troublefome fcene of 
this contention among her fervants. I be- 
lieve fleep was never more welcome to a 
weary traveller than death was to her; only 
h furprized her too fuddenly before ihe had 
iigned her will ; which no doubt her being 
involved in fo much bufinefs hindered hei* 
from finiftiing. It is unfortunate, that fhe 
had been perfuaded, as is fuppofed by 
Lowndes, that it was neceflary to have it 
under the great feal. I , have figur-ed to 
myfelf all this melancholy fcene ; and even, 
if it be pofllble, worfe than it has hap- 
pened twenty times ; fo that I was prepared 
for it. My cafe is not half fo deplorable 
^s poor lady Ma/ham's, and feveral of the 
queen's fervants ; fome of whom have no 
I chance 
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chanpe for fheif bread but the gcncrofity 
of bis pjefent majefty, which feveral people, 
that know him, very much commend. So 
fijr is plain from what has happened in . 
public affairs, that what one party affirmed 
of th§ ftttjement has proved true, that it 
was firm ;" that it was in fome meafure an 
qdvajitage to the fucceflbr not to hav^ been 
h?F?, ancj {o obliged to declare Jiimfelf in 
fcyej-ftl things, in which h? is now at li- 
berty. And indeed n^v^r any prince in 
thiP refpg(S canje to thq crown with greater 
advantage./ I can aflure you the peaceable 
fc?P6. that now appears, is a difappoint- 
ment to more than one fett of people. 

I have^an opportunity calmly and philofo- 
phicaliy to qonfid^r that treafure of vileneft 
and bafenefs, that I always believed to be 
in the heart qf man J and to behold them 
exert their infolence and bafenefs: every 
new inftance, inftead of furprxzing and 
grieving me, as it does fome of my friends, ' 
really diverts me, and in a manner improves 
my theory. Though I think I have not met . 
with it in my own cafe, except from one 
man. And he was very far miftaken, for 
to him I would not abate one grain of my 
B 3 pToud 
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proud fpirit. Dear friendi the laft fentencc 
of your letter quite kills me. Never repeat 
that melancholy tenderiword, that you will 
endeavour to forget me. I am fure I never 
can forget you, till I meet with (what is 
impoflible) another, whofe convcrfation X 
can delight fo much in as Dr. Swiff s ; and 
yet that is the fmalleft thing I ought to va- 
' lue you for. That hearty finccre friend-* 
fhip, that plain and open ingenuity in all 
your commerce, is what I am fure I never 
can find in another man. I fhall want of-* 
ten a faithful monitor, one that would vin-* 
dicate me behind my b^ck, and tell me my 
faults to my face. God knows I write this 
with tears in my eyes. Yet do not be ob- 
ftinatc, but come up for a little time to 
Londoni and if you muft needs go, we may 
concert a manner of correfpondence where- 
cver we are. I have a letter from Gay]\xik 
before the queien's death. Is he not a true 
poet, who had not one of his own books tq 
give tp the princefs, that aiked for one ? 



Digiti 



I.E T' 



zedbyGoOgle 



(7) 

LETTER CLXV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mifs VANH9MRIGH. 

Auguft 12, 17 14. 

X H A D your letter laft poft, and, before 
you can fend me another, I fhall fet out for 
Ireland. I muft go and take the oaths, and 
the fooner the better. If you are in Ireland 
when I am there, I (hall fee you very feldom. 
It is not a place for any freedom; but where 
every thing is known in a week, and mag- 
nified a hundred degrees. Thefe are rigo- 
rous laws, that muft be paffed, through i 
but it is probable, we may meet in London 
next winter ; or, if not, leave all to fate, 
that feldom cares to humour our inclina- 
tions. I fay all this out of the perfedt efteem 
and friendfliip I have for you. Thefe pub- 
lic misfortunes have altered all my mea- 
fures, and. broke my fpirits. God Almighty 
blefs you. I (hall. I hope to be on horfe- 
back in a day after this comes to your hand. 
I would not anfwer your queftions for a 
million, nor can I think of them with any 
eafe of mind. Adieu. 
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LETTER GLXVI. 

GUARLE8 FORP, Efqj to 
Dr. S W I F T. 



I 



Auguft the i|th, J7I4*. 

SUPPOSE you C5?:pe<a news upo» 
Cragg/s return from Jfanover ; but I don't 
hear a word more than ^yhat you have in 
the lords juftices fpeech, Yeftcrday morn-« ^ 
ing after he came, the whigs looked de- 
jected, and our friends yery much pleafed 5 
tbo' I do nc>t know any reafon for either, 
vnlefs it liyas expedted by both fides, that 
Jie lyovjld have brought orders for altera- 
tions. It feei^s the dragons entertainment 
was on a family account, upon the agree- 
ment betwejen lord Harley^ and lord Pelham j 
and only thofe, who were concerned in 
their affairs, were invited. But flighter 
grounds would, have ferved to ra^fe a ftory 
at this tirne s and it was fufficient, that 
my lord Hownjhend and lord Cowper dined 
at his houfe. However, we look upon 
him as loft to our fide ; and he has certainly 

♦ * On the back of this letter is the following njote of 
the dean. '' Memorandum, I left Ledcomby Auguji i6, 
*' J 7 14., in order to go to Inland^'* 

made 
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made advances of civility to the whigs, 
which they have returned with the utmgft 
conteppt. I am told Djfmal* begins to 
4eclare for hi? old friends, and protefts he 
was really afraid for the proteftant fuc- 
ceflion, which made him ad: in the man- 
ner he did. The foreign peers are certain- 
ly deprived of their right of voting by the 
exprefs words of th6 aft of fucceffion ; and 
it appears it was the intention of the legif- 
lature at that time, for prince George of 
Denmark Was e?:ccptfd by name ; but it is 
thought the lords will interpret it other- 
wife when it comes to be tried. They don't 
Ipfe the other privileges of peerage^ and 
their pofterity born here may fit in the 
houfe. The fame claufe extends to the . 
houfe of commons ; and no foreigner caij 
enjoy any employment, civil or military. - 
They rp^y be favourable to the lords, who 
are all whigs ; but I doubt poor DukeDifney 
will lofe his reginient.. I fuppofe Barber has 
given you an account of lord B — — 's pam- 
phlet. If you and he are not come to an 
eclairciflement upon it, fhall I fend to him 
for it ? I long for the otherl Yefterday the 
commons voted famine con. to pay the Ha^ 

* The ea4 of Nottingham* 

nover. 
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nover troops, that deferted us in 1712; To- 
day Sir William fVyndbam^ Campion^ and two 
or three more, gave fome oppofition to it ; 
for which they are extremely blamed. I 
thirtjc they had adtcd right, if they had 
fpoke againft it yefterday ; but it feems they 
were not then in the houfe. They had 
not ftrength enough to-day to come to a 
divifion. 

Once more I wifli you a good journey 
and a quick return ; and I hope you will 
find things go better than you cxpedt. 

LETTER CLXVII. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. ARBUTHNOTT, or 

the D E A N of St. Patrick's. 



Y( 



Hanover, Auguft the i6tb, 17 14. 

OU remember, I fuppofe, that I was to 
write you abundance of letters from Ham-- 
ver ; but as one of the moft diftinguifhing 
qualities of a politician is fecrecy, you muft 
not expedl from me any arcanas of ftate. 
There is another thing, that is neceffary to 
eftablifh the character of a politician ; 
which is, to feem always to be full of af- 
fairs of ftate; to know the confultations 
of the cabinet council, when at the fame 

time 
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time all his' politics are colleded from 
news-papers. Which of thefe two caufcs 
my fecrecy is owing to, I leave you to de- 
termine. There is yet one thing more, 
that is extremdy neceflary for a forciga 
minifter, which he can no more be with- 
out, than an artizan without his terms j I 
mean, the terms of his art. I call it an 
art or fcience, becaufe I think the king 
of France hath eftablifhed an academy to 
inftrudl the young Macbiavillians of his 
country in the deep and profound fcience ' 
of politics. To the end that I might be 
qualified for an employment of this nature, 
and not only be qualified myfelf, but (to 
fpeak in the ftile of Sir>A« FaljiaffJ be 
the caufe of qualifications in others, I have 
made it my bufinefs to read memoirs, trea- 
ties, G?c. Arid as a diftionary of law teitns 
is thought neceflary for young beginners 3 
fo I thought a diftionary of terms of ftate 
would be no lefs ufeful for young politi- 
cians. The terms of politics being not 
fo numerous, as to fwell into a volume, 
efpecially in time of peace, (for in time 
of war all the teriris of fortification are 
included) I thought fit to extraft them 

VX 
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in the fame maijijer, for the benefit of 
young pradtitioners, as a famous author 
hath compiled his learned treatife of the 
law, called the Doftor and Student. I have 
not made any great prpgrefs in this piece; 
but, however, I will juil give you a fpeci- 
qien of it, which will make you in the 
fame manner a judge of the de/ign and na- 
ture of this treatife, 

J^oKttcian. What are the peceflary tools 
for a prince to work with ? 

Student. Miniftefs of ftate. 

Politician. What are the two great qua-^ 
litips of a minifter of ftate ? 

Student. Seprecy ^nd difpatch. 

Politician^ Ij>tP how many parts are the 
minifters of ftate divided ? 

Student. Into two. Firft, minifters of 
ftate at home i fecondly, minifters of ftate 
abroad, who are called foreign minifters. 

Politician. Very right. Now as J defign 
you for the latter of thefe emplpyments, I 
fhall wave faying any fhing of the firft of 
thefe. What are the different degrees of 
foreign minifters ? . 

Stu- 
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Student. The different dcgrefes of foreign 
rtilniftcfs stre as foUoW. Fitft, Plenip6t6n- 
tiarics. Sccofnd, Embdflador^ extraordi- 
nary. Third, ^Embaiffadors in ordinary.* 
Fotirth, Envoys extraordinary. Fifth, En- 
voys in ofdinary. Sixth, Refidetits. Se* 
venth, Corifdls. And Eightli, Secreta- 
ries. 

Politician. How is a foreign minifter to 

be known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 

Politician. When are a foreign mlnifter*8 
credentials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his firft admiffion into' 
the prefence of the prince, to whom he is 
fcnt, otherwife called his firft audience. ' 

Poiitician. How many kind of audiences 
are there ? 

Student. Two, which are called a pub- 
lic audience, and a private audience. 

Politician. What {hould a foi'ei'gn riiirii- 
fter'S behaviour be when he has firft au- 
dience ? 

Student. He fhould bow profoundly, 
fpeak deliberately, and wear both fides of 
his long periwig before. 



By 
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^ By thefc few queftions and anfwcrs you 
may be able to make fome judgment of 
the ufefulnefs of thi« politic treatife; JFic^ 
quefort, it is true, can never be fufficiently 
admired for his elaborate treatife of the con- 
dudl of an embalTador in all his negotia- 
tions: but Idefign this only as a compen- 
dium^ or the embaiTador's manuel^ or vade 
mecum^ 

I have wrote fo far of this letter, and do 
not know who to fend it to ; but I have 
uow determined to fend it, either to Dr.^r- 
buthnott^ or the dean of St. Patrick's, or to 
both. My lord Clarendon is very much ap- 
proved of at court j and I believe is not dif- 
iatisfied with his reception. .We have not 
much variety of diverfions: what we did 
yeflerday and to-day we fhall do to-mor- 
row; which is to go to court, and walk 
in the gardens ziHerenbaufen. If I write 
any more, my letter will be juft like my di- 
verfions, the fame thing over and over a- 
gain. So, Sirs, your moll obliged, hum- 
ble fervant, J. GAY. 

I would have writ this letter over again, but I had 
not time. Corre^ ^1 erratas. 
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LETTER CLXVIIL 

Dr. ^A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR BROTHER, Oaoberigth, 1714, 

Jc^ VEN in affliftion your letter made mc 
melancholy, and communicated fome of 
the fpleen, which you had, when you wrote 
it, and made me forfeit fome of my reputa- 
tion of ' chearfiilnefs and temper under af- 
fliftion. However, I have {o many fubje^ 
amongft my friends and fellow-fervants 
to be grieved for, that I can eafily turn it 
oflF myfelf with credit. The queen's poor 
fervants are like fo many poor orphans ex- 
pofed in the very llreets. And thofe, 
whofe paft obligations of gratitude and ho- ^ 
nour ought to have engaged them to have 
reprefented their cafe, pafs by them like 
fo many abandoned. creatures^, without the 
poffibility of ever being able to make the 
leaft return for a favour, which has added 
to my theory of human virtue. 

I wiih I did not only ^ haunt you in the 
obliging and affedionate fenfe you are 
pleafed to exprefs it, but were perfonally 

prefent 
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pf efcnt with you ; and I think it were 
hardly in the power of fortune not to make 
fome minutes pieafanft. I dint with mty 
lord and \2iAj Majhizm to-day, where we 
will, as ufually, remember you. 

Ybd have read ere this time the hifiory 
'of the White Staff "^y which is cither con- 
trived by an enemy, or by himfelf, . to 
bring dowA veAgeahce^ and I have told 
fonie of his ne'areft friends fb. AH the dra-- 
gon can fay will not give him one fingle 
friend atnongft the whole party; and there- 
fort. I even wonder at him, vvhich yorr 
Y^ill fay is a ftrange thing. The very 
Ijreat peffon of all -f- can hardly fpeak of 
him with patience. The Conde afts like a 

man of fpirit, makes up to the k-^ and 

talks to him, and would have afted witjfi 
more fenfe than any of them, could he have 

* ^. A pamphlet written by Mr. Daniel de Foe^ and 
publifhed in 1714, in'Svo, in two parts, under the title 
oiThefecret hijtory of the^Fhiie Staff \ being an account of 
affairs under theconauft of fome late miniflers^ and of what 
/might probably have happened^ if her majefly had not died^ 
JSoon after the publication of it came out in 8vo, Ade-- 
'^te^ionof the fofhiftry and falfities of the pamphlet ^ entitled^ 
The fecret hiftory of the White Staff, containing an en-^ 
qziiry into the Staff 'j condu5i in the late managements^ parti- 
cularly with refpe£i tp the ptoteftant fucceffion* 
t * Probably king George 1/ , ' 

had 
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had any body to have adlcd along with him : 
nos Humerus fumus^ &c. The man you fpeak 
of is juft as you defcribe, lb I beg pardon. 
Sbadwell fays, he will have my place at 
Ctelfea. Garth told me, his merit was giving 
intelligence about his miftrefs's health. I 
deiired he would do me the favour to fay, 
that I valued myfelf upon quite the con- 
trary ; and I hoped to live to fee the day, 
when his majefty would value me the more 
for it too* I have not feen any thing as yet 
to make me recant a certain inconvenient 
opinion I have, that one cannot pay too 
dear for peace of mind. 

Poor philofopher Berkeley has now the 
idea * of health, which was very hard to 
produce in him ; for he had an idea of a 
ilrange fever upon him fo ftrong, that it 
was very hard to deftroy it by introducing 
a contrary one. Poor Gay is much where 
he was, only out of the + duchefs's fa- 
mily and fervice. He has fome confidence 
in the princefs and countefs of Picbourgh ; 

* This alludes to his book, in which he attempts to 
prove, that all things fuppofed to depend upon a material 
world fubfift only in idea. 

t The duchcfsof Monmouth^ 

Vol. II. C I 
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I wifti it may be fignificant to him. I ad- 
vifed him to make a poem upon the prin- 
cefs before fhc came over, defcribing her to 
the Englijh ladies ; for it feehis the princefs 
does not diflike that. She is really a per- 
fon, that I believe will give great content 
to every body- But Gay was in fuch a 
groveling condition, as to the affairs of the 
world, that his mufe would not ftoop to vi- 
fit hin). I can fay no more of news, than 
that you will find the proceedings hitherto 
have been comparatively gentle. Adieu. 



I 



LETTER CLXIX. 

Another letter from the fame, written on 
the fame paper. 

THANK you kindly fqryour's, with the 
inclofed from our friend. I would have 
obeyed your commands as to the bijiory of 
the white Jlaff-, but that there really is no 
anfwer to it, more than a thing, that rifes 
juft out of what is faid in the hiftory. None 
wrote on purpofe by any one, that knows 
matters of fad:, or can contradift what he 
fays ; or indeed wrote by concert of the 
perfons, that are attacked. And I reckon 

any 
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any other is not worth your while to read. 
The dragon denies it ; but as I told the go- 
vernor, it is neccffary for him to do that in 
a very folcmn and ftrong manner; elfc 
there will be a ripping anfwer, as you fay. 
All things go on at the ufual rate. I am at 
an uncertainty ftill as to my little office; I 
leave them to do juft as they pleafe. George 
Fielding. 'ssid, brigadier Brittain are grooms 
of thQ bedchamber, which does not feem 
altogether the doing of a certain great man. 
The groom of the ftole is ftill uncertain, 
lying betwixt two, that you know, I am 
told, that the great perfon of all has (poke 
more contemptibly of the dragon than of any 
body, and in very hard terms. Has hot he 
managed finely at laft ? The princefs gives 
great content to every body. I will add no 
more, being to write on the other fide to 
the dean ; which pray forwards 

LETTER CLXX. 

Dr. SWIFT to Sir ARTHUR 
LANGFORD. 

S I R^ Trim, Odober 30th, 1714. 

X W A S to wait on you the other day, and 

was told by your fervant, that you are not 

C 2 ' to 
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to be fecn till towards evening, which, at 
the diftance I am at this time of the year, 
cannot ealily be compafled. My principal 
bufinefs was to let you know, that fince my 
laft return from England many pprfons have 
complained to me, that I fufFered a conven- 
ticle to be kept in my parifh, and in a place, 
where there never was any before. I men- 
tioned this to your nephew Rowley in Dui^ 
lin, when he came to me with this meflage 
from you; but I could not prevail with him 
to write to you about it. I have always 
looked upon you as an honeft gentleman, of ^ 
great charity and piety in your way, and I 
hope you will remember at the fame- time, 
that it becomes you to be a legal man, and 
that you will not promote or encourage, 
much lefs give a beginning to, a thing di- 
redlly contrary to the law. You know the 
diffenters in Ireland are fufFered to have 
their conventicles only by. connivance, and 
that only in places where they formerly 
ufed to meet. Whereas this conventicle of 
your*s is a new thing, in a new place, en- 
tirely of your* own ereftion, and perverted 
to this ill ufe from the defign you out- 
wardly feemed to have intended it for* 
I It 
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It has been the wcaknefs of the diflenters 
to be too fanguine und iffuming upon 
events in the ftate, which appeared to give 
them the leaft encouragement; and this, 
in other turns of affairs, hath proved very 
cnuch to their difadvantage* The moft mo- 
derate churchmen may be apt to refent when 
they fee a feA^ without toleration by law, 
infulting the eftabliflied religion. Whenever 
thelegiflature (hall think fit to give them leave 
to build new conventicles, all good church- 
men will fubmiti but till then we can hardly 
fee it without betraying our church, I hope 
therefore you will not think it hard, if I 
take thofe methods^ which my duty obliges 
me, to prevent this growing evil, as far as it 
lies in my power, unlefs you fhall think fit 
from your own prudence, or the advice of 
fome underftanding friends, to fhut up the 
doors of that conventicle for the future. I 
am, with true friendfhip and efteem. Sir, 
your moft obedient humble fcrvant, B, 
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L E T T E R CLXXI. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqj to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, November the 4th, 17 14. 

A H A VE one letter from you to acknow- 
ledge, which I will do very foon. In the 
mean time, I fend this to acquaint you, 
that if you have not already hid your pa- 
pers in fome private place in the hands of 
a trufty friend, I fear they will fall into the 
hands of our enemies. Sure, you have 
already taken care in this matter, by what 
the public prints told you of the proceed- 
ings of the great men towards the earl of 
Strafford and Mr. Trior ^ However, for 

greater caution, this is fent you by -I 

am, Gfr. 

LETTER CLXXII. 
Monfieur SWIFT a Monfieur GIRALDI. 

MONSIEUR, De Dublin, en Irelande, Fe- 

Yrierc25, 1714-15. 

J E prens la liberte de vous prefenter le 
porteur of cellecy, Monfieur Howardy geur 
tilhomme favant et de condition de ce pais 
cy ; cjui. pre tend de faire le tour d' It alley 
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€t qui etant chanoine en mon doyenn^ ct 
profefleur de college icy, veut en voyageant 
parmi Ics catholique s' opiniatrer le plus 
dans fon herefie. Et aprc§ tout, Mondeur, 
il n'eft qud jufte, que puifque vous avez 
derobe notre franchife Angloife pour Vajou- 
tcr a votrc politeffe Italienney que quelques 
uns de nous autres tramontanes devoient ea 
voyageant chez voiis a faire des reprifailles. 
Vous me fouffiriez aufli de vous prier Me 
prefenter mes tres humble devoirs a fon 
altefle royale le Grand Due. 

Pour mon particulier, Monfieur, je prens 
la liberte de vous dire, que deux mois de- 
vant la mort de la reine, voyant, qu'il etoit 
tout a fait impoflible de r' accommoder mes 
amis du miniftere, je me retire a la cam- 
pagne en Berkjhire, d'ou apres ce trifte eve- 
nement je venois en Irlande^ ou je demure 
en mon doyenne, et attens avec la refig- 
nation d'un bon Chretien la ruine de notre 
caufe et de mes amis^ managce tous les 
jours par la fadtibn dominante. Car ces 
Meflieurs font tout a fait refolu de trancher 
une demi-douzaine des tetes des milleurs 
d!Angleterre^ et que vous avez fort bien 
COnn\xs eteftimes. Dieufait quel enfera Tev^-- 
C 4' neirient. 
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ncment. Pour moy j'ai quitte pour jamais 
la politique^ et avec la permiiiion des bonft 
gens, qui fofit maiivtenaiit en vogue, je de« 
meureray la rcfte dc ma vie en mon hermi*- 
tage pQur fonger a mon falut. 

Adieu, Monfieur, et me faites la juftice 
dccroire, que je fuis avec beaucoup de re- 
fpedt, Monfieurs, votre, &(?♦ 

' HfitCj Moniicur GiraUi was fecretary to the duke of 

Tufcany. 

LETTER CLXXm. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

Auguft 6th, 1715. 

I RECEIVED your very Heraclitian let- 
ter. I am kinder than you. I defire to hear 
your complaints, and will always fhare 
them, when I cannot remove tijem. I 
fhould have the fame concern for things as 
you, were I not convinced, that a comet 
will make much more ftrange revolutions 
upon the face of our globe, than all the 
petty changes, that can be occpaiioned by 
govet-nftiehts and miniftries. And you will 
allow it to be a matter of importance, to 
think of methods to fave one's felf and fa- 
mily in fuch a terrible fhock> when this 

whole 
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whole earth will turn upon new poles^ and 

revolve in a new orbit. I confider myfclf 

as a poor paflenger^ and that the earth is 

not to be forfaken^ nor the rocks removed 

for me. But you are certainly fome firft 

minifter of a great monarchy who, for fome 

mifbehaviour, are condemned, in this re«* 

volution of things, to govern a chapter^ 

and a choir of finging-men. I am fure I 

ihould think myfelf happy, if I had only 

fuch a province as the latter. Certainly 

. your chapter is too peaceable, and not like 

other chapters ; elfe they would give you 

more occupation. You fee I begin with 

philofophy. As to bufincfs, I this moment 

faw the dragon. He had your letters, and 

fhewed them to me fome time ago, and 

feems to be mighty /fond of the project i 

only he is to be at Wimple ^ and not in He-^ 

refordjhire^ and it is but a ftep further. 

He is to write to-night, if you believe him, 

to that very purpofe; nay, I am to have the 

letter to inclqfe, and I intend to keep iliine 

open till eleven. It is ftrange, that you 

fhould imagine the dragon had ca(i hit 

exuvia; in his den *, or that confinement is 

'. ♦ He was fent to the T$wer. 
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a cure for inat^ivity; fo far from it, all 
thefc habits are tea times ftrongcr upon hinx 
than ever, Lewis will furnifh you with a 
colle6tion of new ftories, that are as far 
beyond the old ones, as you can imagine^ 
Therefore I fay again, come, and you will 
be far from finding any fuch difmal fcenfes 
^s you defcribe. Your own letter will fur- 
ijiih you with topics to conquer your me- 
lancholy. For in fuch a mutability, what 
!€ it, that muft not in time caft up ? Even 
the return of that brother * you mention. 
And as philolbphical as I am, I fliould be 
very fad, if I did not think that very proba- . 
ble and feafible. As to your friends, tho* 
the world is changed to them, they are 
not changed to you; and you will be carefled 
as much as ever, and by feme, that bore you 
no good will formerly. Do you think there 

is no pleafure in hearing the fl r club ^ 

declaim upon the clemency and gentlenefs 
of the late reign, and a thoufand ftranger 
things ? As for the conftitution, it is in 
90 more danger than a ftrong man, that 
has got a little furfeit by drunkennefs. All 

* Boitnglroke. 

■f Hanover club;^ of which Ambroje PiAiifSy efq; wa$ 
fecretary. 

- will 
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will be well, and people recover their (b- 
ber fenfes every day. Several of your 
friends dine with me to-day, lady Ma , 
"John Drummondy the judge, ^c. where you 
will be remembered. I wiih I could return 
your compliments as to my wife and bairns^ 
Sure you are a very ill hufbaiid, for you had 
the compleat thoufand, when you were in 
England^ and fixpence of another thoufand 
given by the dragon. I remember that full 

well. L is gone his progrefs. I (hall 

be at Bath in a fortnight. Come that way^ 
Adieu. 

I really think the perfon I recommended 
will do well I he will be quite another thing 
before Michaelmas^ with Rofingrave*% J teach- 
ing, &c. He has a good voice. 

L E T T fe R CLXXIV. 

Dr. F R I E N D II to Dr. SWIFT, 
MR. DEAN, Weftminftcr, Sept. 20, 1715. 

A A M much obliged to lady Kerry for giv-e 
ing you an occafion of writing, and fhall 

X See the note on Pr!or*s letter, dated Ju^ttfi 16, 

P * RobfrtFriendj D, D. maft^r of IVeflminfier-fcbBci: 

always 
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always be pleafed in receiving any Cofll- 
mands from you. Mr* Fitzmaurice is very 
promifing^ and a' favourite of mine already, ; 
I had never feen nor heard from any oiie» 
that was concerned for him^. till I had the 
favour of your'si but as I had taken a par- 
ticular notice of him on his own account^ 
I (hall now do it much more upon your's. 
This will be brought to you by your JcinA 
man, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I can tell you^ 
that he has behaved himfclf very well here. 
He is not of the higheft fort, but is very 
fober and induftrious, and will work out 
his way, and, I believe, deferve any encou- 
ragement you are pleafed to give him. 
Things are in an odd pofture with us at 
prefent ; and the ftate of banilhraent you 
are in, may be endured without much re- 
gret: however, I fhall hope in a little time 
to fee you here, when nxore of your friends 
are in town. 

The bifliop J and my brother jj are much 
your's, and very defirous of a happy meet- 
ing with you. Before this can be with you, 
you'll be able to guefs how foon that may 

X * Dr. Francis Atterhury^ bifliop of Rochejler.* 
I * John Friend^ M. D.' 
^ , happen. 



Digitized by 



Google 



(29 ) 

happen. And may it be as foon as Is >^ifhed 
by. Sir, your moft obedient and faithful 
humble fcrvant, R. FRIEND. 

LETTER CLXXV. 
TheDuchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Oaobcr the 17th, 1715. 

1 W A S extremely pleafed to find you 
had not forgot your friends, when it is Co 
hard for them to write to you, and, by their 
concern for you, put you in mind of them. 
But I iind no misfortunes can lefien your 
friendfhip, which is fo great, as to blind 
you of the fide of their faults, and make 
you believe you fee virtues in them, it were 
happy for them they ehjoyed in any de- 
gree; for, I am fure, fomc of thofe you 
named are much wanted at this time. I was, 
fts you heard, very well pleafed, that my 
friend § was fafe as to his, perfon, but very 
uneafy at feeing his reputation fo treated. 
As to his fortune, it is yet in difpute. 
However, as long as he is well, I am fatis- 
fy'd. It is with difficulty I do hear but now 

§ The Duke, who being fufpeiftdd of treafonable 
prac^ices,^ or defrgns, went abroad, 

and 
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dnd then i a ftraggling body brings me aii 
account of him; for there has been rio en- 
couragement to write by the poft, all let-^ 
ters mifcarrying, that either he or I have 
wrote that way, that we have given it over 
now, and trufl to accident for the news 
o£ each other. I hope 1 fhall hear frotft 
you oftner than I have done for fome months 
paft : for no friend you have has more re-*- 
fpeft for you, thaft, your moft humble 
fervant, M. ORMOND. 

Your niece Betty * is yotir humble fervant* 

LETTER CLXXVI. 
Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to * * *. 

DEAR FRIEND, Without date. Received 

Decei^ber 2^, ^7^$* 

1 HOPE this will find you in good health, 
and I hope in greater tranquillity of mind, 
than when we ufed to lament together zt 
your office for the eternal faults of our 
friends. I have feen the dragon thrice fince 
I wrote to you. He is without fhadow of 
change; the greateft example of an unfliaken 
tranquillity of mind, that ever I yet fav^y 



• Her grace's daughter* 
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feeming perfedly well fatisfied with his owii 
conduft in every particular. You know 
we have often faid, that there is but one 
dragon in rerum natura. I don't know 
what he thinks, but 1 am perfedlly well fa- 
tisfied, that there will not be that one dra- 
gon left, if fome people have their wilL 
Holy Bajfuj they fay ftruggles for his fon- 
in-law. It is generous and grateful. There 
is a prodigious quarrel between him and 
the prefident about it \. 

I am not yet out, but. expert to be foon. 
Adieu. 

I had almoft forgot to tell you of the 
Pretender's declaration, in which there are 
words to this purpofe : * That he had no 

* reafon to doubt of the good intention .of 

* }iis fifter, which was the reafon that he 

* fat quiet in her time ; but now was dif* 

* appointed by the deplorable accident of 

* her fudden death,* 

t * The prefident. of the council, who at that time 
^H^ Danitl eafl of Nottingham.* 
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LETTER CLXXVIL 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 

of the fame date. 

DEAR BROTHER, 
X S E N D you the fcrap of a letter be- 
guil to you by the whole fociety, 1:)ecaufc 
I fuppofe you even value the fragments of 
your friends. The honeft gentleman, at 
whofe lodgings we wrote, is gone for 
Trance. I really value your judgment ex- 
tremely in chufing your friends. I think 
worthy Mr. Ford is an inftance of it, being 
an honeft, fenfible, firm, friendly man, et 
qualts ab inceptu procejferaty &c. 

Tho*, by the way, praifing your judg* 
ment is a little compliment to myfelf, which 
I am apt to fall into of late, no-body now 
being at the trouble of doing it for me. 
The Parnelliant who was to have carried 
this letter, feems to have changed his mind 
by fome fudden turn in his affairs ; but I 
wifli his hopes may not be the efFeft of 
fome accidental thing working upon his 
fpirits, rather than any well-grounded pro- 
ject. 

If 
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If it be any pleafurc to you, I can aflure 
you, that you are remembered kindly by 
your friends, and I believe not altogether 
forgot by your enemies. I think both is for 
your reputation. I am told, that I am to 
lofe my little preferment : however, I hope 
to be able to keep a little habitation warm 
in town. I cannot but fay, I think there 
is one thing in your circumftance, that 
muft make any man happy; which is, a 
liberty to preach. Such a prodigious privi- 
lege, that if it did not border upon fimony, 
I could really purchafe it for a fum of mo- 
ney. For my part, I never imagine any 
man can be uneafy, that has the oppor- 
tunity of venting himfelf to a whole con- 
gregation once a week. And you may 
pretend what you will, I am fure you think 
ib too, or you don't judge right. As for 
news, I never enquire about any. Fuimus 
Troes, Gfr. 

My prefent politics is to give no di- 
fturbance to the prefent folks in the due 
exercife of their power, for fear of forcing 
them to do very ftrange things, rather 
than part with what they love fo well. Un- 
toward reports in the country will make 

VbL. IL D eledlions 
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eledions dearer, which I am forry for. The 
dragon, I am afraid, will be AtMck at. 
Adiea, in hafte. 

LETTER CLXXVIIL 

The duchefs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I R, January the 23d, 1715.16. 

OUR letter was a great while upon 
the road, before I had the good luck to have 
it ; and I think I was happy, that it ever 
arrived here ; for it is the fecond letter I 
have received out of Ireland in above feven 
months. Either thofe few friends I have 
there are afraid of taking notice of me, or 
my enemies won't let me haye the com- 
fort of thinking I have any left, and there- 
fore ftop my letters. I give you a thou- 
fand thanks for fo kindly remembering an 
abfent friend. As you always think right, 
I don't wonder you are of the opinion our 
friend* has not all his good olBces very 
well returned. But who live in this world, 
muft arm themfelvcs with patience, and a 
refolution able to bear ingratitude, reproach, 
poverty and afflidtions of all kinds; or fub- 
mit to the difcipline of Bedlam. 

' • « Probably the carl of Oxford: 

I have 
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I have not heard from my mailer -j- thefe 
many months. I hope he is welU becaufe 
the good-nature of the world would take 
care I (hould hear, if he were otherwife. 

The lady, you name in your letter, lives 
at her houfe at Berkjhire^, I can't entertain 
you with fo rnuch as the tittle-tattles of the 
town, having not feen it thefe four months, 
nor fcarce any thing but froft and fnow i 
which makes me converfe moft with robin- 
redbreafts, that do me the favour to come 
in at the windows to fee me. Your niece 
is your humble fervant; but not welU hav- 
ing a rafh. 

I believe by this time you wifh you had 
not provoked me to write; fince you are 
troubled with fo long a fcroll from me; 
who am, with great truth. Sir, your moft 
fincere friend, and humble fervant. 

* t The duke of Ormmi^ her hulband/ 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 

Dr. ATTERBURY, Bifliop of 
Rochefter, to Dr. S W I F T. 



M' 



GOOD MR. DEAN, Bromley J, April 6, 1716. 

LY gout kept me fo long a prifoner at 
Wejlmtnjier this winter, that I have fixed at 
Bromley this fpring much iboner than ever 
I yet did, for which reafon my meeting with . 
Dr. Tounger will be more difficult, than it 
would be, had I been flill at the deanery 1[. 
The beft (or rather the worft) is, that I 
Relieve he can fay nothing to you upon the 
matter, about which you write, which will 
pleafe you. His deanery * is of the old 
foundation, and in all fuch foundations the 
deans have no extraordinary power or privi- 
lege, arid ire nothing more than refidenti- 
aries,'with a peculiar corps belonging to 
them as deans ; the firft of the chapter, but 
fuch, whole prefence is not neceiTary to- 
- wards the difpatch of any one capitular ad, 

t Bromley in Kent^ where the bifliops of Rochefter 
have an epifcopal palace. 

II Of Wejlmlnjler^ which has long been conncSed 
with the bifhopric of Rochefter. 

♦ * Of Mijbury: 

•'.'■' ^ , . 'the 
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the fenior 'refidentiary fupplying their ab- 
fence, in every cafe, with full authority. 
Thus, I fay, the cafe generally is in the old 
deaneries, unlefs where the local ftatutes 
may have exprefsly referved fome peculiar 
power or privilege to the deans of thofe 
churches. But none of them, I dare fay, 
have a negative, either by common law, 
cuftom, or local ftatute. Thus much to 
fhew you, that a nice fearch into the pecu- 
liar rights of the dean of Sarum will be 
needlefs, if not mifchievous to you. The 
three deaneries, which I have had, are all 
of the new foundation, by Henery the 
eighth, or queen Elizabeth. 

In the charters of all there is a claufe, 
impowering the dean to make, punifh, and 
unmake all the officers. In the ftatutes 
of one of them fCarliJleJ the dean's con- 
fent, in all graviores caufa, is made exprefsly ' 
neceifary, and in the other two nothing 
from the foundation of thofe churches ever 
paffed the feal withou^^the ditzxiS^gilletur 
firft written on the leafe, patent, prefen- 
tation, &c. which is a manifeft and un- 
'contefted proof of his negative. As to 
the power of propofing, that I apprehend 
D 3 not 
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not to be cxclufivc to the other members 
of the chapter. It is a point chiefly of 
decency and convenience $ the cjean being 
the principal perfon, and fuppofed beft to 
be acquainted with the affairs of the church, 
and in what order they are fitteft to be 
tranfa<fted. But if any qne clfe of the body 
will propofe any thing, and the reft of the 
chapter will debate it, I fee not how the 
dean can hinder them, unlcfs it be by leav- 
ing the chapter *, and that itfelf will be of 
no moment in churches, where his abfence 
doth not break up and difTolve the chapter; 
as it does, where his confent to any thing 
there treated of is exprefsly required before 
it can pafs into an adl. Where, indeed, he 
is allowed fuch a negative, he is generally 
allowed to make all propofals ; becaufe it 
would be to no purpofe for any one to make 
a propofition, which he can quafh by a diA 
fent : but this is not, I fay, a matter of 
right, but prudence. 

Upon the wholf, the beft advice I can 
give you, is, ' whatever your powers are by 
ftatute or ufage, not to infift on them too 
ftridlly in either of the cafes mentioned by 
you, unlefs you are very fure of the fa»vour 

and 
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and countenance of your vifitor. The law* 
yers, you will find> whenever fuch points 
come before them for a decifion, are very 
apt to difregard flatutes and cuftom in fuch 
cafes ; and to fay, that their books make 
the ad: of the majority of the corporation 
the legal adl of the body, without confi- 
dering, whether the dean be among the mi- 
nority or no. And therefore your utmoft* 
dexterity and addrefs will be neceifary, in 
order to prevent fuch a trial of your right 
at common law ; which, it is ten to one, 
(efpecially as things now ftand) will go 
againft you. If the refractory part of your 
chapter are ftout, and men of any fenfe, or 
fupported underhand, (the laft of thefe is 
highly probable) you had better make ufe 
of expedients to decline the difficulty, than 
bring it at prcfent to a decifion. Thefe are 
the beft lights, and this the beft advice, I 
can give you, after a long experience of the 
natural confequence of fuch ftruggles, and 
a careful fearch into the foundation of the 
powers and privileges claimed and difputed 
on the one fide and the other. I wifti I 
could fay any thing more to your fatisfac- 
tion, but t cannot ) and I think, in all fuch 
D 4 cafes. 
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cafes, the beft inftance I can give you of my 
friendihip, is not to deceive you. 

There . is a ftatute in the lattejr end of 
king Henry the eighth's reign worthy of 
yourperufal. The title of it relates to the 
kafes ofhofpitals, &c. and the tenor of it did, 
in my apprchenfion, feem always to imply, 
that, without the dean, mafter, &c. nothing ; 
could be legally done by the. corporation. 
But the lawyers will not allow this to be 
good dodrine, and fay, that ftatute (not- 
withftanding a conftant phrafe of it) deter- 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the moft, 
implies it only as to fuch deaneries,* &c. 
where the deap, mafter, &c. have the right 
of a negative, by ftatute orufage. And few 
lawyers there are, who will allow even thus 
much. I cannot explain myfelf. farther on 
that head ; but, when you perufe the fta- 
tute, you will fee what I mean s though, 
after all, it does not, I believe, include Ire* 
land. However, I look upon it as a decla* 
ration of the common law here in England. - 

I am forry you have any occafion to write 
to me on .thefe heads, and much forrier, 
that I am not able to give you any tolerable 
account of thenj. God forgive thofej whq 

have 
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have fumifhcd me with this knowledge, by 

involving me defignedly into thofe fquab- 

bles. I thank God, I have forgiven them. 

I will enter into no.thing but the enqui- 

, ries of your letter, and therefore add not a 

word more, either in Englijh or Latin^ but 

that I am, with great cfteem, good Mr. 

Pcan, your very afFe<9:ionate humble fervant, 

F R. R O F F E N. 

LETTER CLXXX. 

Lady BOLINGBROKE* 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Auguft4, 1716. 

X WI S H your laft had found me in the 
country, but, to my misfortune, I am ftill 
kept in town, foliciting my unfortunate 
bufinefs., I have found great favour from 
his majefty. But form is a tedious thing 
to wait upon. Since 'tis my fate, I muft 
bear it with patience, and perfe<ft it, if I 
can; for there is nothing like following^ 
bufinefs one's felf. I am unwilling to ftir 
without the feals, which I hope to have 

• * FranceSy firft wife of the lord vifcoiint Bolingbroki^ 
and daughter o£ Sir Henry JVincbcomij of BucJtUiury, in 
Beris^ ' 
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foon. I have been very ill; this place ne- 
ver agreeing with me, and lefs now than 
ever, it being prodigious hot weather. 

I know not what to fay as to one part 
of your*s ; only this, that you will forgive 
the fears of a woman, if (he fays (he is glad 
it is as it is, tho' it has almoft ruined her. 
I hope, one time or other, his majcfty will 
find my lord has been mifreprefented ; and, 
by that means, he may be reftored to his 
country once more with honour ; or elfe, 
however harfli it may found out of my 
mouth, 1 had rather wear black. Thefe arc 
my real fentiments. 1 , never thought my- 
fclf, nor my health, of any confequence 
till lately ; and fmcc you tell me 'tis fo to 
the unworthy, as you pleafe to term it, I 
fhall take care of it : for the worthy, which 
I once thought fo, they arc good for no- 
thing, but to negleft diilrefled, friends. 
Thofe few friends I meet with now, arc 
worth a thoufand relations : that I found 
long ago. We have the happinefs of odd, 
half-witted relations, and filly, obftinate, 
opiniatre friends, that are a fcvere plague to 
me. 1 never could have the pleafure of 
talking one moment to the d of 





Digitized by 



Google 



(43) 

O— r- *. She had always company, and 
fomc, that I wifh Ihe had not. She is now 
out of town, and we do not correfpond at 
prefent. I wifh her all happinefs, and in 
better hands as to her bufinefs. You hayo 
a much better opinion of me than I deferve ; 
but I will ftudy all I can to merit that fa- 
vour, which you are kind to aflure me of. 

I wifh it were poffible for us two to meet, 
that I might affure you, in perfon, that I 
am your^s moft faithfully. 

Your's came fafe. I hope this will to 
you. There is a lady, who never forgets 
you, and a particular friend to me, and has 
been a great comfort to me in my trouble; 
I mean my tenant: (he is now in the 
country, to my grief. 

LETTER CLXXXI. 

The Duchefs ofORMOND to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, September 14, 1716. 

1 HAD the ill fortune to mifs of that let-^ 
ter you upbraid me with. I had defcrved 
^ny reproaches you could make me, if it 

♦ < Duchefs of Ormond^f 
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had come to my hands, and I not made due 
acknowledgments for your inquiries after 
me. I'll make you wifh you'd not been fa 
angry with me ; for I will fcrall out myfelf, 
what you*d rather Betfy or my maid had, 
for they would have made fhorter work of 
it j but I will anfwer every part of your's, 
that you obliged me with by Mr. ForJ. 

Firft, as to the lady you mention, the 
rcafon I had not feen her in a great while 
was, my being in the country. To tell you. 
the truth, I believe her hufband has been 
a better courtier, than either fhe, or any of 
her fcx could be ; becaufe men have it in 
their power to ferve, and I believe her's has 
cfF(?£lually done what lay in him. 

You kindly afk how my affairs go. There 
• is yet no end of them, and God only knows 
when there will be. For when every thing 
was thought done, a fudden blaft had blown 
all hopes away, and then they give me frefh 
cxpeftations. In the mean time, I am 
forced to live upon the borrow; my goods 
all taken away; that I (han't have fo much 
as a bed to lie upon, but what I muft buy; 
and no money of my own to do that with ; 
fo that you may imagine me in a chearful 
way. I pray God fupport mel 

The 
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The gentleman you enquired after is very 
well now. The illnefs you heard he had, 
he has been fubjeft to a good while. What 
you defire, I wifli were in the power of 
either his brother or I; but all will go from 
both of us of every kind. Only they fay, 
that the cloaths upon my back I may per- 
haps call my own, and that's alL I was 
tobliged to leave the country. I was fo ill 
there, that, if I had not come to the phy- 
ficians, I can't tell what might have hap- 
pened. My daughter is your mofl humble 
fervant, and is pretty well in health. 

Am not I one of my word, and troubled 
you twice as long as you'd have wifht? 
But you'll find by this, that a woman's pen 
fliould no more be fet at work than her 
tongue ; for fhe never knows when to let 
cither of 'cm reft. But my paper puts me 
in mind, that I have but juft room to tell 
you I wifli much to fee you here, if it 
could be with your fatisfadiop ; and that I 
am, with great iincerity. Sir, your faithful 
' humble fervant, 

M. ORMOND- 
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LETTER CLXXXIL 

Lord BOLINGBROKEto 
Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



OiSober 23, 17 16. 

T is a very great truth, that, aftiong all 
the lofTes,. which I have fuftained, none 
afFe<acd me more fcnfibly than that of your 
company and correfpondence^ and yet, even 
now, I fhould not venture to write to you, 
did not you provoke me to it. A commerce 
of letters between two men, who are out of 
the world, and who do not care one farthing 
to return into it^gain, muft be of little mo«^ 
ment to the ftate ; and yet I remember 
enough of that world, to know, that the 
moil innocent things become criminal in 
fome men, as the moA criminal pafs ap-^ 
plauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the fame fpirit as 
yourconverfation at all times infpired, even 
when the occalions of pradiiing the fevereft 
rules of virtuous fortitude feemed moft re- 
mote, if fuch occafions could ever feem 
remote to men, who arc under the di- 
I redion 
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redion of your able and honeft friend Sir 

To I write about myfelf is no agreeable 
tafk, but your commands are fufficient at 
once to determine and excufe me. Knovr 
therefore, that my health is far better than 
it has been a great while; that the money, 
which I brought over with me will hold 
out fome time longer; and that I have 
fecured a fmall fund, which will yield in 
any part of the world a revenue fuffiqicnt 
for one, qui peut le retrencber meme 4n>ec 
plaijSr dans la mediocriti. I ufe a French ex- 
preffion, becaufe I have not one, that 
pleafes me, ready in Englijh. During feveral 
months after my leaving that obfcure re- 
treat, into which J had thrown myfelf laft 
year, I went thro' all the mortifying cir- 
cumflances imaginable. At prefent I en-* 
joy, as far as t confider myfelf, great com- ' 
pkcencyof mind; but this inward iatis* 
fsu^iou is imbittered, when I confider the 
condition of my friends. They are got into 
a dark hole, where they grope about after 

* Sir Roger is the name given to lord treafurcr Ox^ 
fird^ in the hiftory of John Bull. As Bolirigbroke is 
• known to have hated and defpifed the treafMrer, the 
vrords abli and htuQur muft be taken ironically. 
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blihd guides ; flumble from miftakc to mi- 
ftake ; joftlc againft one another, and dafli 
their heads againft the wall ; and all this to 
no purpofe* For affure yourfelf, that there 
is no returning to light ; no going out, but 
by going back. My ftile is myftic, but it 
is your trade to deal in myfteries, and there- 
fore I add neither comment nor excufe. You 
will undcrftand me ; and I conjure you to 
be pcrfuaded, that if I could have half an 
hour's converfation with you, for which I 
would barter whole hours of life, you would 
ftare, haul your wig, and bite paper more 
than ever you did in your life -f, Adfeu, 
dear friend ; may the kindeft influence of 
heaven be fhed upon you. Whether we 
may ever meet again, that heaven only 
knows ; if we do, what millions of things 
fhall we have to talk over ! In the mean 
while believe, that nothing fits fo ne^r my 
heart as my country and my friends ; and 
that among thefe you ever had, and ever 
fhall have, a principal plsice. 

If you write to me, diredt ji Monjieur 
Q\i2s\oly' cbez Mo/T^eur CantiWon, banquier^ 
rue de fArbrefec *. Once more adieu. 

+ This is a ftrong pifture of Swift* s maimer. 
♦ The name of a ftreet in Pai'is. 
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LETTER CLXXXIIL 

CHARLES FORD, £%; to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, Paris, OfloberlSth, [1716-] 

X F I was to fee you again, you would 
give twice as much as you ofFered fix weeks 
ago not to have feen me. By the fame rule, 
you might afford fomething not to hear 
froni me; but the inclofed came this morn- 
ing to me, and I could not ferid it away, 
without adding a few lines in the cover^ 
They are not to put you again into the 
fpleen, but only to afk how you do, and 
how you employ yourfelf ? Do the great 
defigns go on at Laracor -f- ? Or have the 
rains put a ftop to your improvements, as 
well as to my journey ? It will coft you but 
a penny, and a few minutes, to anfwer 
thefe (jueftions ; and in return, you fhall 
know any thing you defire to know of me 
in my travels, I (hall go on as foon as wc 
have five or fix days funfhine to dry the 
roads, and make the fineft country in the 

t The dean's living. 
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world fupportable. I am laughed at here, 
when I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting 
for fair weather ; but to me the journey 
is the greatcft part of th-e plcaiure* And 
whereas my companion is continually wifli- 
ing himfelf at Rome^ I wi(h Rome was a 
thoufand leagues farther, that I might have 
more way to pafs in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to 
toe, dire<ft to be left with Mr. CantiUon^ 
banker, in 'Paris,^ I am, ©c, 

LETTER CLXXXIV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
^ to Dn SWIFT, 

SIR, London, January the I2th, 1716-17. 

^BOUT two months ago I fent you a 
very long epiftle, and was in hopes you 
would either have made us a vifit, or have 
let us heard from you. Since you have done 
neither, we muft flatter ourfelves, that you 
will be better the new year than the former* 

Our friend Rrior^ not having nad the vi-' 
ciffitude of human things before his eyes^i 
is likely to end his days in as forlorn a ftate 
as any other poet has done before him, if 

hi& 
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his friends do not take more care of him 
than he did of himfcl£ Therefore, to pre- 
vent the eviU which we fee is coming on 
very faft, we have a projefit of printing his 
Solomon^ . and other poetical works, by fub- 
fcription ; one guinea to be paid in hand^ 
end the other at the delivery of the. book. 
He, Arbutbriott, Pope and Gay^ arc now 
with me, and remember you. It is our joint 
requeft, that you will endeavour to procure 
fome fubfcriptions : you will give your re* 
ceipts for the money you receive, and 
when you return it hither, you fhall have 
others in lieu. There are no papers printed 
here, nor any advertifements to be pub- 
liihed ; for the whole matter is to be ma- 
naged by friends in fuch a manner, as ihall 
be leaft fbocking to the dignity of a pleni- 
potentiary. 

I am told the archbifhop of Dublin (hews 
a letter of your's, refledting on the high- 
flying clergy, I izxdy you have writ to 
him in an ironical Jiile^ and that he would 
have it other wife underftood. This will 
bring to your mind what I have formerly 
faid to you on that figure. Pray condefcend 
to explain this matter to me. The removal 
©2 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



ef my lord T'ownjhen'd has given a little fpi^ 
fit; but that will foon flag, if the king, 
at his return, does not make farther changes^ 
What meafures his majefiy.will take i^ 
uncertain ; but this we are very fure of, 
that the divifion of the whigs is fo great, 
that, morally fpeaking, nothing but another 
rebellion can ever unite them. Bun^rlandy 
Stanhope and Cadogan are of one fide; 
Townpend, Walpoky Oxford^ DevorifkirCj and 
the chancellor *, of the other. The latter 
ieem at prefent to be ftrongeil ; but when 
the former appear with a German reinforce- 
ment, they will undoubtedly turn the ba- 
lance. They are both making their court 
to the tories, who, I hope, will be a body 
by themfelves, and not ferve as recruits to 
either of the other two. Lord Townp^end^ 
friends give out, that his difgrace is owing 
to refufmg four things; "uix. to keep up the 
army; repeal the limitations of the fuc- 
ceflion-aft ; to fend money to Germany for 
carrying on a war againft Sweden^ and to at- 
taint lord Oxford. When lord Sunderland^ 

• * Tftlliam earl Cou^per,' 

t * By whofe intrigues the lord yifcount Town/hend 
had been removed from the poft of fecretary of ftate, 
which was given to James Stanhope^ afterwards earl 
Stanhope.* 
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fcomes over, he will probable cry whore 
agaw, and endeavour to faddle lord Townf- 
bend in his turn; For thefe reproaches now 
are like Ihat of Jacobitifm in former reigns, 
We are told, that lord Bolingbroke has per- 
hiiflion to ftay inFrancey not\yithfl:anding 
the late treaty, provided he retires from 
P^r/fi I am, Gfc. 

LETTER CLXXXV; 

ERASMUS L E W I S,, Efq; 
to Dr. 8 W 1 F T. 

S I Rj London, June the 15th, 1717. 

J J AST night I received ybur's of the 
5th inftant ; and fince you tell me I am 
your only correfpondent^ I think I ought 
to be the more pundual in my returns, 
and the more full in what relates to our 
friends here^ You'll fee by the public prints, 
that Monday next come fe'ennight is ap- 
pointed for thetrial of my lord Oxford^ and 
that no lefs than fix-and-twenty doughfy 
members are appointed to manage it. The 
lords have likewife fettled the whole form's 
of the proceedings. My lord has afked, 
that two lawyers more might be added to 
E 3 his 
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his council : yet is all this but a farce ; for 
there is not a creature living, who thinks . 
he will ever be tried; for they publicly- 
own, that they neither have, nor ever had,. 
any evidence ; and laugh at impeachments^ 
and attaiilders, and party-gambols; and fay; 
that all people dcferve to be fo punifhed,. 
who prcfume to dilpdiTcfs the' whigs of 
their indefeafible right to the adminiftra- 
tion. But fincc he is not to be tried,, the 
next queftion is. In what manner is he to 
be brought off, fo as to fave.the honour of 
his profecixtors ? I think it will be by an 
z& of grace. Others fay, it will be by the 
commons afkir^ more time, and the lords 
of their party agreeing to refufe it. But a$ 
wc arc wholly ignorant of their intentions, 
it is poffible neither of thefe guefles may 
be right, and that they may keep him yet 
another year in prifbn; which my lord 
Marlborough feems pafl^onatcly to defire. 

Wc labour here under all the difadvan^ 
tages in the world in every refped ; for the 
tide of party runs ftill very ftrong every 
where, but in no place more than in Wefi^ 
fninJier-halL Thofe on this fide, whofe 
honour and intereft both rpquire, that all 

people 
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J)eop}e, who pay obedience^ fhould be pro* 
tcdlcd, fecm to want a capacity to govern j 
and the iimilitude of circumftances be^p 

tween the f^ * and the regent render the 

latter a firm ally^ contrary to the natural 
int^reft ^f France^ Thus we are fecure 
from any foreign enemy* 

I agree with you, that Snapeh letter ^ is 
really but a letter, and that it is much too 
fliort and too flight for fuch a fubje<a% How- 
ever, his merit was great, in being the firft 
to give the alarm to his brethren, and itt-- 
ting himfelf in the front of the battle 
againft his adverfaries. In thofe refpcdti, 
his letter has had its full effect. 

I defire you will be as quick as you can 
in the affiftance you intend Prior; for thofe, 
who fubfcribed here, are impatient to have 
their bobksj and we cannot keep it off 
much longer, without pailing for common 
cheats. Dn Arhuthndtt^ and Mr. Chsrleton^ 
and I, remember you often. Lady Majham 
always aflcs for you very affe<ftionatfely» By 

* « King fliouW probably fill the blank.* 
t * To the bKhop of BangBr^ Dr. Hoadfyy occtfioncd 
by his lordfbip's fermon preached before the king, on 
March 31, 17 17, comerning the nature of the kingdom 
and church of Chriji* . » 

E4 the 
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the way, I am perfedly reftored to grace 
there, and am invited to their houfe in the 
country. As foon as lord Oxford*^ affair is 
over, I intend to go amongft my friends 
in the country, not to return hither till 
about Michaelmas. But, if you'll dired; to 
mc at my houfe in town, your letters will 
be conveyed to, me, where-ever I am. Mr. 
R(k:hfort X feems to have a great many good 
qualities, and I am heartily glad he has met 
with fuccels. Adieu. 

LETTER CLXXXVI. 

E R A S M U S • L E W I S, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 



H 



SIR, London, June the i8th, 1717. 

AVING acquainted you in my letter 
of laft poft, that it vsras the univerfal opi- 
nion the commons would not proceed to 
the trial of my lord Oxford^ I think myfelf 
obliged to tell you, that we begin now to 
be fomething doubtful ; for the managers, 

X The d^ati was intimate with a family of this name 
in Ireland^ and, among his works, is a poem, called, 
ne Country Life^ written while he was fpending part of 
a fummer at the houfe of Gedrg^ Rochfort^ Efqj fon of 
the lord chief baron of that name. 

who 
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who are twcnty-fcven in number, ftrenu- 
oufly give out, that they fhall be ready to 
proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if you 
have any thoughts of coming over, let not 
any thing, v^^hich I have faid in my laft^ 
have any weight with you to alter that re- 
folution. I am wholly taken up with the 
men of the law, and therefore have nothing 
to fay to you at prefent upon any public 
matters. I fhall only juft trouble you with 
one word relating to a private aiFair. My 
brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotbam^t 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. 
If you could find any young fellow, who 
would buy that commiffion, my brother 
thinks his patron, my lord Carlijle, will 
eafily prevail with my lord duke of Bolton 
for leave to difpofe of it. I ihould be very 
glad you could find. him a chapman, 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq^ 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, London, July the .2d, 17 17. 

1 HAVE the pleafure to inform you, that 
lord Oxford* s impeachment was difchargcd 
laft night, by the unanimous confent of all 
the lords prefent; and^ as nearly as I could 

* cou§t, 
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county their number was one hundred and 
fix, the duke of Marlborough^ my lord Ca* 
dogarty lord Coningfiy^ and a few others of 
the moft violent, having withdrawn them- 
iclvcs before the lords came intolf^efiffiinjier^ 
ball. The acclamations were as great as 
upon any occafion; and our friend, who 
feems more formed for advcrfity than pro- 
fperity, has at preferit many more friends^ 
than ever he had before, in any part of 
his life. I believe he will not have the 
fewer, from a meffage he received this 
morning from the K—— , by my lord 
chamberlain, to forbid him the court. You 
know the prosecution was at firft the refent-^ 
ment of a party ; but it becauM at laft a ri- 
diculous buiinefs> weakly carried on by the 
impotent rage of a woman i I mean, of my 
lady Marlborougby who is almoft diftraftcd, 
that (he could not obtain her revenge* 

I am'now going out of town, with an 
intention to roll about from place to place, 
till about Michaelmas next. Diredt io me 
hither as ufual, and your letter will be con- 
veyed to me wherever I am. 

Dr. Arbuthnotty Mr. Charletotiy and Mr. 
Curreyj have dined with me to-day, and 

• . you 
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youhat'c not been forgot, I wis in hopes 
wc fhould have fecn you ere this. The 
doctor fays, yoa wait for the aft of grace* 
If fo> I hope to fee you by next winter, I 

1. E T T E R CLXXXVIIL 
Mn PRIOR ,to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Weftmmflcr, July 30, 17x7^ 

HAVE the favour of four letters from 
you, of the ninth, thirteenth, fixtcenth, 
and twentieth inftant. They all came fafe* 
to me, however varidufly direded. I find 
myfelf equally comforted by your philofo- 
phy, and affifted by your friendfhip. You 
wffl eafily imagine, that I have an hundred 
things to fay to you> which for as many 
rcafons I omit, and only touch upon that 
bufinefs, to which, in the pride of your 
heart, you give the epithet forry *• I re- 
turn you the names of thofc, who were 
kind enough to fubfcribe, that you may 
fee, if they are rightly fpelt, as likewife 
the right titles put to tihem, &c. I am 

♦ Subfcriptions for Mr, Prior^s poems, procured by 
the dean. The fubfcription wad two guineas. 

fenfible 
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bie> but it is too late now to make an 
apology. Let Mr. Lewis, who is now with 
me, do it for me^ at what time> and ill 
what manner, he pleafes. I take it for. 
granted, that whatever I writ, as whatever 
is writ to me, will be broke open; fo 
you'll expefl: nothing from me, but what 
y6u may have as particularly from the Po/i- 
boy. We are all pretty well in health. I 
have my old whorefon cough, and I think 1 
may call it mine for life. The earl \ is 
Jemper idem. Lord Harley is in the country^ 
Our brotherhood extremely difperfed ; but 
fo as that we have been three or four times 
able to get !as many of the fociety together^ 
and drink to our abfent friends. I have 
been made to believe, that we may fee your 
reverend perfon this fummer in England t 
if fo, 1 (hall be glad to meet you at any 
place ; but, when you come to London, do 
not go to the Cocoa^Tree, (as you fent your 
letter) but come immediately to Duker Street, 
where you fhall find a bed, a book, and a 
candle: fo pray think of fojouming no 
where elfe. Pray give my fervice to all 

t Of Oxford. 

' friends 
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Irlends in general. I think, as you have 
prdered the matter, you have made the 
greater part of Ireland liH themfelves under 
that number. I do not know how you can 
recompenfe them, but by coming over to 
help me to corredl the book, which I pro- 
mife them. 

You will pardon my having ufed ano- 
ther hand, fince it is fo much better than 
my own -, and, believe me, ever with 
greateft truth, dear Sir, your's, 

/ M. p R I o r: 

LETTER CLXXXIX. 
The Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 

Auguft 6, 1717. 

A WO years retreat has made me taftc 
the converfation of my deareft friend with a 
greater relifli, than ever at the time of my 
being charmed with it in our frequent jour- 
nies to Wind/or. Three of your letters have 
come fafe to my hands. The firft about two 
years fince: that my fon keeps as a family 
monument. The other two arrived fince 
thp firft of July. My heart is often with 
you, tut I delayed writing in cxpeftation 

of 
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of giving a perfe<ft anfwer about my %ping 
to Brampton ; bat the truth is, the warmth 
of rejoicing in thoi^ parts is fo far from 
ahating, that I^am perfUaded by my friends 
to go into Camiridge/bire, where you are too 
juft not to believe you will be welcome be-» 
fore any one in the world. The longing 
your friends have to fee you muft be fub- 
mitted to the judgment yourfelf makes of 
all circumftanccs. At prefent this feeips to 
be a cooler climate, than your iiland is like 
to be, when they aflemble, &c. Our im- 
patience to fee you fliould not draw you into 
uneafincfs. We long to embrace you, if 
you find it may be of no inconvenience to 
yourfelf* 

OXFORD. 

LETTER CXC. 
Mn PRIOR to Dn SWIFT, 

Heathrop, in Oxfordlhirc, Auguft 24, 1717, 

|L O UR's, my good friend, of the fixdi, 
finds me in O^r^/r^. with the duke of 
^br£wjbury^ which would (boner have been 
knowledged, had it ftayed in London. Be- 
fore I left that pious city, I made due en- 
quiries 
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quiries into the methods and regularity of 
your correfpondence with the earl *. He 
has received your letters ; he will anfwer 
them, but not tp-day, Jicut olim. Nothing 
can change him, I can get no pofitive an- 
fwer from him, nor can any man elfe ; fo 
trouble yourfelf no more on that head than 
he does. He is ilill in London^ and pofli-- 
bly has anfwered you ; while I am a little 
arraigning his neglec^^ but in all cafes lihe^ 
ravi ammam mum. 

I wifh you were in England^ that you 
might a little look ovtx the ftrange ftuff, 
that I am to give our friends for their mo^- 
oey. I fhall be angry, if you are near and 
not with me; but when I fee you, that 
weighty queftion may eafily be decided. la 
the mean time, I am taking your good 
counfeU and will be in the country as much 
tslcan« 

You have found two miilakes in the liA, 
but have not corred^ them. I prefume 
we fliall have it of the beft edition, when 
you fend the lift back again j of which, I 
fay, iio hajQ:e is required. 



• Of Oxfi^i. 
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Give my fervice and thanks to all friends | 
referve only to yourfelf the aflurance of my 
being, beyond expreiEon, my friend, your's^ 

M, P R I O R. 

LETTER CXCI. 
Mr. ADDISQN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR S i R, March 20, 1717-18. 

Multiplicity of bufmefs, and a 

long dangerous fit of ficknefs, prevented 
iaie from anfwering the obliging letter yo.u 
honoured me with fbme time fincc : but, 
God be thanked, I cannot make ufe of 
cither of thefe excufes at prefent, being en- 
tirely free both of my office -j- and my 
afthma, I dare not however venture myfelf 
abroad yet, but have fent the contents of 
your laft to a friend of mine (for he is very 
much fo, tho' he is my fuccefTor ;{:) who I 
hope will ttirn it to the advantage of the 
gentleman whom you mention, I know 
you havefo much zeal and pleafure in doing 

+ * Of fecretary of ftate, which poft Mr. Adiifon 
ycfigned on the fourteenth of March^ 17 17-18, and 
had a penfion granted him of pn^ thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year.' 

X * James CraggSy Efqj* 

kind 
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kind offices jfor thofe you wifh well to, that 
I hope you reprefent the hardftiip of the 
cafe in the ilrongeft colours, that it can 
poflibly bear* H6wever, as I always ho- 
noured you for your good nature, which 
is a very odd quality to celebrate in a man, 
who has talents fo much more flbining in 
the eyed of the world, I fliould be glad, if 
I could any way concur with yoii, in put- 
ting a flop to what you fay is now in agita- 
tion » 

I muft here condole with you upon the 
lofs of that excellent man, the biihop of 
Derry'^^y who has fcarce left behind him his 
equal in humanity, agreeable converfation, 
and all kinds of learning. We have often 
talked of you With great pleafure; and, 
upon this occafion, I cannot but refleft 
upon myfelf, who, at the fame time that I 
omit no opportunity of expreffing my efteem 
for you to others, have been fo negligent in 
doing it to yourfelf. I have feveral times 
taken up my pen to v^rite to you, but have 
been always interrupted by fome imperti- 
nence or others' and, to tell you unreferv- 

* « Dr, Narci{fu5 Marjh: 

Vol. II. F edly> 
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cdly, I have been unwilling to anfwer fa 
agreeabk a letter, as that I received from 
you, with one written in form only; but I 
muft ftili'have continued filent, had I de- 
ferred writing, till I could have made a 
fuitable return. Shall we never again talk 
together 'in laconic ? Whenever you fee 
England, your company will be the moft 
acceptable in the world at Holland-houfe, 
where you are highly ^fteemed by lady 
Warwick, and the young lord, though by 
none any where more than by. Sir, your 
moft faithful and moft obedient humble 
fervant, J. ADDISON. 

LETTER CXCIL 
Lord HARLEYtoDr: SWIFT- 

April 12, 1718. 

Xl I S lordfliip writes to the dean, that he 
hopes to fee him at Wimple this year: that 
lord Oxford was well, and talked of going 
into Herefordjhire. He adds, your lifter is 
obliged to go to Bath, prefents her humble 
fervice, and defires you to accept of a little 
etuy. I beg you will not deny me the fa- 
vour to take the fnuff-box, which comes 
along with it, to fupply the place of that, 

which 
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Which WIS broke by accident {bme time 
ago, I aih, with true refpedt, your moft 
humble fervant, and brother, 

H A R L E Y^ 

LETTER. CXCIIL 
Mr. PRJOR to Dn SWIFT. 

DEAR SI R, May i, 1718. 

A PRETTY kind of amufement I have 
been engaged in; comma's, femicolons, 
italics, andcapitalsi to make nonfenfe more 
J)ompous, and furbelow tad poetry with . 
go6d printing. My friends letters, in the 
mean time, have lain unanfwered; and the 
obligations I have to them, on account of 
the very book itfelf, are unacknowledged. 
This is not all; I muft beg you once more 
to. transfer to us an in tire lift of my fub* 
fcribers, with their diftinft titles* that they 
may, for my honour, be printed at the be- 
ginning of my book. This will eafily be 
done by reviling the lift, which we fent tp 
you*. I muft pray of you, that it may be 
exad:. 

E ^O ^* has not at all difap- 

pointed my expectations. - He x% fempr 

. * Lord Oxford. 

F 2 ide/7j. 
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ideiriy and has as much buiinefs to do now/ 
as when he was governing Englandj or im- 
peached for treafon. He is ftill in town^ 
but going in a week or ten days into Here- 
fordjhire. Lord and lady Harley are at the 
Bath, and as foon as I fhall have fettled my 
affairs of the printing-prefs, (fad bufinefs ! 
as you very well call it) I fhall go into the 
country to them. 

. My health, I thank you, is pretty good. 
My courage better. I drink very often to 
your health, with fome of our friends here; 
and am always, with the greateft truth and 
affedlion, dear Sir, your obliged and mod 
obedient fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 

LETTER CXCIV. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, May 29, 1718. 

X HAVE received your*s of the fixth, 
with th« lift corredted. I have two colon 
and comma men. We corred: anddefign 
to publifh, as faft as the nature of this great 
or forry work, as you call it, will bear ; 
but we ihall not be out before Chrijimasy fo 

that 
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that our friends abroad may complcat their 
collection till Michaelmas y and be returned 
foon enough to have their names printed 
and their books got ready for them. 

I am going to-morrow morning to the 
Batb^ to meet lord Harley there. I fhall be 
back in a month. The tzv\ of Oxford \% ftill 
here. He will go into Herejordjhire fome 
time in June. He fays he will write to you 
himfelf. Am I particular enough ? Is this 
profe ? And do I diftinguifli tenfes ? I have 
nothing more to tell you, ^ but that you are 
the happieft man in the world i and, if you 
are once got into la bagatelle^ you may de- 
fpife the world. Befides contriving cm-^ 
blems, fuch as Cupids, torches, and hearts 
for great letters, I am now unbinding two 
volumes of printed heads, to have them 
bound together in better order than they 
were before. Don't you envy me? For the 
reft, matters continue Jicut olim. I will not 
tell you how much I vi^ant you, and I can- 
not tell you how well I love you. Write 
to me, my dear dean, and give my fervicc 
to all our friends. Your's, ever, 

M. P R I OR. 

T ^ LET- 
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LETTER CXCV, 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT, 

. MY DEAR DEAN^ London, Sept. 25, 1718. 

X HAVE now made an end of what you^j 
in your haughty manner^ call wretched 
work. My book is quite printed off; and 
if you arc as much upon the bagatelle ^^ as you 
pretend to be, you will find more pleafure 
in it than you imagine. We are going to 
print the fubfcribers names : if^ therefore,^ 
you have any by you, which are not yet 
remitted, pray fend them over by the next 
poft. If you have not, pray fend me word 
cf that too; that, in all cafes, I may at 

leaft hear from you, E of O has 

been in town all this fummer, is now go- 
ing into Hereford/hire^ and fays he fhall fee 
you very foon in England. I would tell you 
with what pleafure this wpuld be, if I 
knew upon what certainty the hopes of it 
Wfere founded. Write me word of this, too; 
for upon it I would order my matters fo, that 
I may be as much with you as I fcan 5 and 
this you will find no little favour; for I 
^flure you we are all fo changed, that there 
4 is 
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is very little choice of fuch company as yoa 
would like ; and, except about eighteen 
hundred, that have fnbfcribed to my book, 
I do not hear of, as many more in this na^ 
tion, that have common fenfe. My coufin 
Fennyf other ^ and WiU. PbillipSj drink your 
health. I cough, but am.otherwife well; 
and till I oeafe to cough, /. e. to live, t 
am, with entire friendihip and afFe<ftion, 
dear Sir, your nioft obedient and humble 
fervant, M. P R I O R. 

LETTER CXCVI. 
Mr. ADDISON to Dr. SWIFT. 

D E A R S I R, Briftol, Oaober i, [1718.] 

X HAVE received the honour of your 
letter at BrijloU where I have juft finijfhed 
a courfe of water-drinking, which I hope 
has pretty well recovered me from the 
ieavings of my laft winter's ficknefs. As 
for the fubjc6t of your letter, tho' you know 
an affair of that nature cannot well nor 
fafely be trufted in writing, I defired a 
friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore ^ 
that I was under a pre-engagemcnt, and 
not at my own choice to aft in it, and have 
F 4 fine© 
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^nqc troubled my lady :i4Jhe wkh a letter ta 
the fime cfFedl, which 1 hope has not mif- 
carried. However, tipon my return to 
London ^ I will farther enquire into that mat- 
ter, and fee,, if there is any room left' for 
me to negociate as you propofe. 

I live ftill in hopes of feeing you in Eng^ 
landy and if you would take my houfe at 
Biltan in your way, (which lies upon the 
road within a mile of Rugby) I would ftrain 
hard to meet you there, provided you 
would make me happy in your company 
for fome days. The greateft pleafure I have 
met with for fome months, is in thp con-? 
verfation of my old friend Dr. Smalridge, 
who, fince the death of the excellent man 
you m^ption, is to me the moft candid and 
agreeable of all biftiops ; I would fay cler- 
gymen, were not deans comprehended under 
that title. We have often talked of you; and 
when I afTure you he has an exquifite tafte 
of writing, I need not tell you how he talkiJ 
on fuch a fubjedt. | look upon it as my 
good fortune, that I can exprefs my efteeni 
of you, even to tjiofe, who are not of the^ 
biftiop's party, without giving offence, 
When a man has fb much compafs in hi^ 

character* 
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Aaraftcr, he afFords his friends topicff 
enough to enlarge Upon, that all (ide$ admire* 
I am fvire a zealous friendly behaviour di- 
ftinguilhes you as much as your many morje 
ihining talents ; and as I have received par- 
ticular inftances of it, you muft have a very 
bad opinion of me, if you do not think I 
heartily love and refpeft you; and that I 
am ever, dear Sir, your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fcrvant, 

J. A D D I S O N. 

LETTER CXCVII. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. , 

DEAR SIR, London, Oaobcr 14, 1718. 

X H I S ferves for an envelope to the in- 
clofed; for I cannot tell whether you care 
to hear from any of your friends on this 
fide. In your laft, I think, you defircd me 
to let you alone to enjoy your own fpleen. 
Can you purchafe your fifty pounds a year 
in Wales ? Yet I can tell you, beforehand, 
Lewis fcorns to live with you there. He 
keeps company with the ^greateft, and is' 
principal gbvernor in many families. I have 
be<m in France $ fix weeks at Paris, and as 

much 
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flidch at Rouen; where, I can aflurc yon, I 
hardly heard a word of news or politics, ex- 
cept a little clutter aboat fending fome im^ 
pertinent prefidents du parliaoient to prifbn,^ 
that had the impudence to talk for the laws 
and liberties of their country. I wad aiked - 
for Moniieur Sw^t by many people, I <:an 
ajGTurc you ; and particularly by the duke 
d'Aumont^ I was refpedfully and kindly 
treated by many folks, and even by the 
great , Mx. Laws *.. Amongft other things, ' 
I had the honour to carry an Irijh lady -f to 

♦ The contriver of the Miffiffipi fcheme. 
t The celebrated beauty Mifs Nelly Bennety on whom 
thcfc Mncs werejwritten. 

For when as NiUy came to Frame,, 

(Invited by her coufins) 
Acrofs the Tuillertes^ each glance 

Kill'd Frenchmen by whole dozens* 

The king, as he at dinner fat. 

Did beckon to his huffar, 
And bid him bring his tabby cat. 

For charming Nell to bufs her. 

The ladies we^e with rage provoked. 

To fee her fo refpcfted : 
The men look'd arch, as Nelly ftrok'd, • 

And pufs her tail erefled. 

But not a man did look employ. 

Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then faid the duke de Filler oi^ 

Ah? qtielle ejl bienyolie? 

The 
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court, that was admired beyond all the 

ladies in France for her beauty. She had 

great honours done hen The huffar him- 

felf was ordered to bring her the king's cat 

to kifs. Her name is Bennett Amongft 

other folks I faw your old friend lord Bo^ 

lingbrokey who aikcd for you. He looks 

juft as he did. Your friends here are in 

good health; not changed in their fehti- 

ments towards you. I left my two girls 

in France with their uncle, which was my 

chief bufinefs. I don't know, that I have 

any friends on your fide, bcfides Mr. ForJ^ 

to whom give my fervice, and to Dr. P^r- 

nell and Mr. Jervoife. 

If" it be poflible for you, obey the con- 
tents of the inclofed ; which, I fuppofe, is 
a kind invitation. The dragon is juft as he 
was, only all his old habits ten times 
ftronger upon him than ever. Let me beg 
of you not to forget me, for I can never 
ceafc to love and efteem you, being ever 
your moft ailedionatc and obliged humble 
fervantj, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT* 

The courtiers all, with one accord. 

Broke out in Nelly's pratfes ; 
Admir'd her rofe, and lis jam fardtj 

Which are your terms Frangoifes. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R CXCVIIL 
Dn ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, D«c. ii, 1718. 

J? O R fo I had called you before, were it 
not for a certain reverence I pay to deans,' 
I find you wifli both me and yourfelf to live 
to be old and rich. The fecond goes in 
courfe along with the firft r but you cannot 
give feven (that is the tythe of fcventy) good 
rcafoiis for either. Glad at my heart (houlid 
I be, if Dr. Hetjkam or I could do you any 
good. My fervice to Dr. Heljkam: he does 
not want my advice in the cafe. I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend, 
in that complaint of a vertigo, by cinna- 
bar of antimony and caftor, made up into 
bolus's with confedk. of alkermes. I had 
no great opinipn of the cinnabar; but, try- 
ing it amongft other things, my friend 
found good of this prefcription. I had tried 
the caftor alone before, not with fo much 
fuccefs. Small quantities of tinStura facra^ 
now and then, will do you good. There 
are twenty lords, I believe, would fend you 
horfes, if they knew how. One or two 

have 
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have oiFcrcd to me, who, I believe, would 
be as good as their words. Mr. Rowe^ the 
poet laureat, is dead, and has left a damned 
jade of a Pegafus. Ill anfwer for it, he 
won't do as your marc did, having more 
need of Lucan^s prefent, than Sir Richard 
Blackmore. I would fain have Pope get a 
patent for life for the place, with a power 
of putting in Durfey his deputy. The dra-- 
gon is come to town> and was entering upon 
the detail of the rcafbns of ftate, that kept 
him from appearing at the beginning, &c. 
when I did/ believe, at the fame time, it 
was only a law of nature, to which the drar 
gon is moft fubjed, Remanere injiatu in quo 
' 5/? nifi deturbeter' ab extrinfeco. Lord Harley 
and lady Harley give you their fervice. Lewis 
is in the country with lord Bathurjij and 
has wrote me a moft dreadful ftory of a mad 
dog, that bit their huntfman; fince which 
accident, I am told, he has fhortened his 
ftirrups three bores ; they were not long 
before. Lord Oxford prefented him with 
two horfes. He has fold one, and fent the 
other to grafs, avec beaucotip defageffe. I do 
not believe the ftory of lord Bolingbroke'% 
m^rriage^ for I have been confulted about 

the 
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the lady ; and, by fome defeds ia hct con* 
ftitution, I fhould not think her appetite 
lay much towards matrimony. Thel-e is 
fpme talk about revcrfing his attainder} 
but I wifh he may not be difappointed. I 
am for all precedents of that kind. They fay. 
the pretender is like to have his chief mini-^ 
fter impeached. He ha^ his wife prifoner* 
The footnien of the houfe of commons, 
choofe their Tpeaker, and impeach, (!^a I 
think it were proper, that all monarchy 
fliould ferve their apprenticefhips as preten-*, 
ders, that we might difcover their defeats* 
Did you ever exped: to live to fee the duka 
oi Ormond fighting againft the Proteflant 
fuccefiion, and the duke of Berwick fight* 
ing for it? France^ in confederacy with 
England, to reduce the exorbitant ppwer 
of Spain ? I really think there is no fuch 
good f eafon for living till feventy, as curio-* 
fity. You fay you are ready to refent it a; 
an affront, to fay, that a lady> hardly known 
or obferved for her -beauty in treland, is a 
curiofity in FviznQe, All deans naturally fali 
into paralogifms . My wife gives you her 
kind love and fervice, and, which is th^ 
firft thing, that occurs to alj wives, wilhes 
yop well married. 

LET- 
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LETT E R CXCIX- 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

March the 17th, 171^, [N. B.] 

X HAVE not thefe feveral years taftcd fo 
fenfible a pleafure, as your letters of the 
1 6 th of January and i6th of February gave 
me ; and I know enough of the tendernefs. 
of your heart, to be aflured, that the letter 
I am writing will produce much the fame 
efFedion you. I feel my own pleafufe, and 
I feel your*s. The trueft refled:i6n, and, at. 
the fame time, the bittereft fatyr, which 
can be made on the prefent age, is this 5 
that, to think as you think, will make a 
man pafs for romantic. Sincerity, con* 
ftancy, tendernefs, are rarely to be found.. 
They are fo much out of ufe, that the man 
of mode imagines them to be out of na- 
ture. We meet Xvith few friends.; the 
grcateft part of thofe, who pafs for fuch, 
are, properly fpeaking, nothing more than 
acquaintance ; and no wonder, fince T'uIIys 
maxim is certainly true, that friendship can 
fubfift non niji inter bonosy at. that age of 
life, when there is balm in the bloody and 

that 
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that confidence in the mind^ which thd 
innocency of our own heart inf{>irts, and 
the experience of other men's deftroys. I 
was apt to confound my acquaintance and 
my friends together. I never doubted but 
that I had a numerous cohort of the latten 
1 expededj if ever I fell into misfortune, 
to have as many, and as remarkable inftances 
.of friendrtiip to produce, as tht Scythian y 
in one of Luciaris Dialogues, draws from 
his nation. Into thefe misfortunes I have 
fallen. Thus far my propitious ftars have 
not difappointed my expeftations. The reft 
have almoft entirely failed me. The fire of 
my adverfity has purged the mafs of my 
acquaintance ; and, the feparation made, I 
difcover, on one fide, an handful of friends; 
but, on the other, a legion of enemies, at 
leaft of ftrangers. Happily this fiery trial 
has had an efFeft on me, which makes me 
fome amends. I have found lefs refqurce in 
other people, and more in myfelf, than I 
expcAed. I make good, at this hour, the 
motto which I took nine years ago, when 
I was weak enough to lift agair^ under the 
conduit of a man*, of whom nature meant 

* < Robert^ earl of Oxford: 

to 
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to make ^ {^py$ or^ at iiioft» a captaia of 
miners i and wIkmee fortune, io oae of her 
wfatmikal moocl8» mad^ a gi»ef aU 

I «njoy, at thtshour^ with very tolerabk 
Hea^^h^ great trafiquUUty of nmd^ Yon 
Witfl, I am futet hear t^iB wUh fatis&dions 
and fare it is, that I tell it you wit^iout the 
leaft affedatiofl* I liyt^ my friead, in a 
narrower circle than everi bat^ I think* ia 
a larger. Whca X look b»ck on what Sa 
paft^ I obferve a multitude of i^'ors, httt 
no crinacs* I have been fitur £rom following 
the advke which C^Uus gave to Cictnt H 
mdms tft Ji^tuere quod tutiM$ Jit ^ and, I 
think,^ may fay to my^blf, what IkloMk 
iays, ia one of his letters, to the £mie Ci^ 
ffr0 : SMtisfaShim ejf jam a it, vtl pffieh^ Vfl 

/amt/iariiati: Jai:Y^^^^^^P^^^^^» ^^ ^^ 
reipuiiic^, quam tu probuhas. RetifUum ift, 

ubi nunc efi refptd^Uca^ ihi Jinms pottus^ fwm, 

dum ilhm veterem fefummr^ ^nms inmdM. 

What my memory has furnifhed on this 

head, (for I have neither hook« nor papers 

here concerning home aifairs) i^ writ with 

great truth, and with as much clearnefs as 

I could give it. If ever we isMet, you will, 

perhaps, not think two or three hour^ ab- 

Vol. II- G fplutely 
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folutely thrown away in reading it. One' 
thing I will venture to affure you of before-' 
hand, which is, that you will think I never' 
dcferved more to be commended, than 
whilft I was the moft blamed ; and that* 
you will pronounce the higheft part of my 
chara<a:erto be that, which has been dif- 
guifed by the nature of things, mifrepre- 
fented by the malice of men, and which is 
ftill behiftd a cloud. In what is party there- 
fore, I find no great fource of uneafinefs. 
;As to the prefent, my fortune is extremely 
reduced ; but my defires are ftill more fo. 
Nothing is more certain than this truth, 
that all our wants, beyond thofe, which a 
irery moderate ii^come will fupply, arc 
purely imaginary ; and that his happinefs 
is greater, and better aflured, who brings, 
his mind up to a temper of not feeling 
them, than his, who feels them, and has 
wherewithal to fupply them. Hor. epift. i. 
M. I. 

Vides, qua maxima credis, 

Efe mala^ exiguum cenfum^ Jurpemji rt^ 

pulfam^ 
^anto devites, &c. 

Which 
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-Which I paraphrafeii thus, not long ago, 
inmy^ppft-chaife : . , . . i 

Survey mankind, obferve what rifqu^thejr 

run, 

.Whatfanfy'd Ills, thro': real dangers^ fhun; 
Thoie fanfy'd ills, fo dreadful to the greats 
A loft eledion, or impair'd eftate* 
Dbferve the merchstnt, who, intent on gain»^ 
Affronts the terrors of the Indiafunxwii, . 
Tho' ftorms arife, and broken rocks uppsart 
He flies from poverty, andJknows no.oth^r^ 
, fear. .... 

Vain men, who might arrive, with toil far 

lefs. 
By fmoothcr paths, at greater happinefs. , 
For 'tis fupprior bUfs, not to defire 
That trifling goody whiqh fondly you 

admire, _ . , 

Poflefs precarious, and. too dear acquire,. 
What hackney gladiator can you find, , 
By whom the Olympic crown would be 

declind? 
Who,; rather than that glorious palm to feize. 
With fafety combat, and prevail with eafe. 
Would chufe on fome inglorious, ftagc; to 

tread. 
And, fighting, ftrojl from wake to ^ake 

for bread? 

G a * As 
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A$ 10 wh^t h tohapptn^ I am not tnitih 
ous about it: on which il\ihfed:» J ha^e 
twbntjr fine quotations at the end o£ mf 
pen 1 huU I thinkjr it is better to own 
frankly u> you, that, upon a prinaiplcr 
(iridch I have loAg eftabli^d) th^sit we^M 
a great deal snore nMchanical than cur va« 
nicy will give us leave to allow, I have fa^ 
mHiaariaed the worft ^ofye^ts to my fight i 
M4that,l>y(kringwant» iblitude^ negle<%^ 
and the reft of that train in the face, I havt 
difarmed them of their terrors. I have 
faeatd of fomebody^ who^ whilft he was in 
the I'ower, ufed, every morning, to lay down 
on the block, and fo ad over his lad fcene. 

Nothing difturbs me, but the ^nceitainty 
of ta^ £«uation, which the s^al of a lew 
friends, and the inveteracy of a great many 
enemies, jentertain. The more prepared. 
I am to pafs the remainder of my life in 
eidle, the more fenfiblj fhaH I feel the plea-^ 
fure of returning to you, if his majefty'g 
unoonditional favour, (the ofiers^ of which 
prevented even my wifhes) proves at laH 
effedual. I cannot apply to myfelf, as you 
bid me do ; Non tibi paruum ingeniutftf 

nm intiiltum efl^ and what follows ; and, 

3 '^ 
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if wcr wc live in the fame country toge- 
ther, youihall not apply tome, ^-"^^^S^d 
\fifrigi4a €urartm fment4 relmqvere pt^ 

I ha^e writ you, before I was awisme^f 
It, a long letter. The pJcafure of breaking 
{q long a £lence tranfport$ ine ; Hod yam 
rentiment is a fuSicient excufe^ It h not ib 
eafy to find one fof ta]kin|: fo much abont 
myfelf 5 but I {hall want noot with you 
upon this foore* Adka« 

This letter will get fafe to Londimi and 
from thence^ I l»pe, the friend, to whom I 
recommend it, will find mewis of convey- 
ing it to you.-— —For God*s fake, no more 
apologies for your quotations, unleis you 
mean, by accufing yourfelf^ to corred me* 

There never was a better application than 
your's, of the ftory of Pierjtbok. Th? 
ftorks will never come, and they mnft be 
porters all their Uves^ They arc fomething 
worfe ; for I had r^tfher be a porter than 
a tool : I would iboner lend out my back $o 
hire, than my lianve. They ^e at this 
time the inftrurocnts of a iiiucy gardener, 
who has got a gold crofs on h*s ftomachf 
wA a red cap on his head# 

G 3 A poor 
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* " A'poor gchtlieman, who puts me often 

vin mind of one of ScandaTs pifturcs WCtin- 

greves play of Love for Love^ where a foU« 

"dicr is reprcfented With his heart whcre-his 

head fhould be, and no head at all, is the 

conduftor of this doughty fenterprize^ which 

•will end in making their caufe a little more 

defperate than it is. Again, adieu* 

Let me hear from you by the fame con* 
veyancc, that brings you this. I am in 
pain about your health. From the '6th of 
January to the i6th of February is a long 

courfe of illnefs. 

J, 

LET T B R CC. 
Mr, PRIOR to Dr- SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Weftminfter, May 5, [1719.]. 

• OINCE I love you with all the ties of 
inclination and friendfhip, and wi(h you all 
the happinefs of life, health efpecially, 
the chiefed, you will pardon me being a 

• little peevifh, when I received your's of the 
twenty-eighth paft, which told mc I muft 
not expedt to fee you here, and that you 
were, not perfedtly well at Dublin. I hope 
there is a little fpleen mixed with your 

;' diftemper^ 
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diftemper ; in which cafe y<mr hoiFreinay 
beyour phyfician^ and your phyflcian may 
have the happineft of being ycHif com* 
panion 3 an honour^ wh|ch mny her4 
would envy himu . Ag to the fang froid of 
fifty, who has it not j that is worth converf- 
ing with> except Harky and Bathurji ? at 
Icaft, make , no more that fort of complaipit 
ito me. IJihac commemoratio ejl quqfi expro^ 
batioy for fifty (as Mr. Locke ©bferves) is 
equal to fifty i and a cough is >orfe than 
the fpleen. My bookfclkr is a blockhead j 
fo have they all been, or worfe, from Chau^ 
cer's fcrivener dpwn to John and Jacohf 
Mx. Hyde only excepted, to whom my books , 
in quires are configned, and the greateft 
care taken, that they are rightly put up. 
Several of the fubfcribers to you requiring 
their books here, have had them. I need 
not repeat my thanks to you, for the trour 
ble this matter has^ given you i or intreaj 
your favour for ^ma and Solomon. I fhall 
perform your commands to the earl of Oat- 
ford^ femper idem ; and drink your health 
.with our friends, which is all I can do for 
you at this diftance, till your particular cr- 
uder enjoins me any thing,* by which I may 

G 4 fhew 
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IhMr 3^» tii*l I ttm, iM ^^^ nhn^t m 
€MdA»^ wifk the freamfl trath aml»^ 
ganii Sin your moft 4)be4tait nd moft 

LETT E a CCh 
Mr. PRIOR to t>r, SWIFT. 
$ X B^ W^imidbr, Ptcembtr9j 2719, 

IriAVfNG fpeftt ptrt ef my iummer 
very tgreeably in Ca/ftMdgif/biri with dew 
lord £Kir^, I am returned without him to 
fny owe pa}ace ill Dfiie-^/lrM, whence I 
^deavoUi" to exclude all the tumult and 
noife of the neighbouring Court of Re» 
quefts^ and to live aaf nihil agenda aut atiu4 
agenda till he comes to town. But there is 
yftotfe than this yet. I have treated lady 
Harriot ♦ at Cambridge, Good Oqd ! a fel- 
low of a college treat ! and fpoke verfea to 
lier -f in a gpwn ind cap! What ! the pic* 

* * I^ady Harriot Harleyy only daughter of* Edward 
lord Harleyy apd now duchefs dowager of Portland.^ 

f < Tbey ai« printed in what tft called by thceditor, 
Samu4 Hifmphreys; Efqj the third valume of Wvv^^s Worksy 
and are in titled, Verjesj^ohn to Lady flfcnrietta Cavciw 
difli HoUes Harley, in thi Library sf St Jdhn'^ Colli^ge, 
Caipbridgc, Nov. 9^.1719/. 

nipotentiary 
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up the report Gf the committer %djaig 
verfesi $icr eft^ ^Mk^ f^^i wd am -not 
afhamed to fend tho& very verfes to ontb 
who can m£Ee jnndi fiettfar. And now let 
{ne i(k yoiV How you do? and w^ye« 
do ? How 3four Iriflaf country air agreet with 
yoo, iQtd ^en ydu inteftd 10 tike any l^rigBJb 
ceuntiy^ ? In tha» Spring I will sntet J9a 
where ycna will> and go with yoo where 
yon will ; but I believe the beft rende2?oua 
will be Duke-p-itt^ tttd the faireft field for 
^^ion Wimpk }, the lords of both thofe feats 
freeing, that no man will be more wel- 
come to eiiher thtn yowfelf. 

It is many months fince the complaints, 
of my fubfcribcrs are redrelTcd, and that 
they have ceafed to call the beokfellcr a 
blockhead, by transferring that title to the 
author. We have not beard from Mr. 
Hyde^ but expeft^ thatathis leifurehewill 
iignify to Tonjbn what inay relate to that 
whole matter, a3 to the fpcond fubfcriptions, 
}ii the mean time, I hope the books have 

J Ttefe^tpflptdif^iiy, 

been 
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hcen deE\rcred..witbQat.any iniftakci .afid 
(tail only repeat to you,, that I am . fenfible 
of the trouble my : poetry has givea you> 
and retura you my thanks in plaia proft. 
Earl of Oxford, \pro rmrefiio, went late into 
the country^ and continues there fUlL Our 
friends are all well ; fo am I> it^ turn pituita 
molefiaefty which is at this pre&nt writing, 
and will continue fo all the winter* . So 
with weak lungs, .and a very . good heart, I 
remain always. Sir, . your moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 

vjfeather^ and aU friepds* 
Adieu. 

L E T T E R ecu. 

^ The Duchcfs of O R M O N D 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR. April i8, 1720. ^ 

OU'D have great reafon to be angry 
with me, if my long filence had been oc- 
cafioncd by any thing but my care of you 5 
for having no fafe hand to fend by till now, 
I would not write, for fear it might be 
conflrucd a fort of treafon (mifprifion at 

leaft) 
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fcaft*^ for yoti to receive a letter from one 

liflf of a profcribcd man. I enquire dT 

eiFeiy body I fee, that I imagine has cither 

♦feen you or heard from you, how you havt 

your health ; for Wealth and happinefs f 

don't fuppofe you abound in ; for it is hard 

to meet with either in the country you arc 

in, arid be hbneft as you are. I thank <5o4 

our parlianient has taken them to ta(k, 

•and, finding how ill a life they made of 

their judicature when they had it, havi 

thought it not fit to truft them with it any 

"longer*. - I hope the next- thing will be to 

tzx Ireland from hence, and then no more 

opportunities for bills of attainder, which 

is very happy; for cjfe young Hopeful 'f 

• ' The boufc of pe^rs in Ireland haying tr^nfmittod 
to king George L a long reprefentation, fetting forth 
their right to the final juaicature of caufes in that king* 
dom, the hpufe of lords in England refolvcd, on the 
t\^tho( January J 1719-20, on th^ contrary, that the 
barons of the Exehequer In Ireland had afted, in the affair 

- of Annefley and Sherlock^ with courage, according to la^^ 
infupportof his majefty's prerogative, and with fidelity 
to the crown of Great Britain*^ and a bill was fooh 

. after, brought in, for the better fecuring the dependency 
of the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great 
Britain' - - . 

t ' The duchefs feems to mean the prince of Walei^ 

' afterwards king George II. then upon ill terjns with his 

vfather and his father's minifters/ 

niight 
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gpod aad obedient tp the powers ftboyew 
ihdtt whether there were rcafon or aot> or 
08 prioce Bt^Ier Hadp crime or no crimen 
tlxe oian wa$. coodem&ed^ aofi a price fee 
vpon hi$ head. 

I want much to hear what you think of 
Ch^tat Britain} for all your relations here 
want much to fee you, where are ftrange 
changes every day« You remember, and ib 
do I, when the Soutb-fea was faid to be 
my lord Oxford'^ brat^ and muft be ftarved 
at.niirfe* Now the king has adopted it, 
and calls it his beloved child; tho', per* 
hapSt you may fay, if he loves it no bettex 
than his fon, it may not be faying much : 
but he loves it as well as he does the du^ 

chefs of K \*f and that is faying a 

good deal, I wifh it may thrive, for many 
of my friends are deep in it : I wifh you 
were fb top. I believe, by this time, you 
are very forry I have met with an opportu- 
nity of troubling you with this fcrawl ; but 
the ftrong muft bear with the infirmities of 

t ^ Kendal^ Brengard M$Ufina Schujknierg^ barondk 

, of Scha^linherg in Crirmanf. She wis created duchefs 

of Kirtdul by king George I, on the thirtieth of J^H^ 

the 
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the Wteakj *ndtliereferfr/^ft>ther^ Ihojpt 
yo^ Mrifi paribn the hnpertmtucies oCyouNt 
poor fifter, whofe brain may be WkConMy 
"thought tMtBti with vSi &e has net l«kh. 
But nothing will hindet her <rom bdng, d$ 
long as fhe lives^ moQ: fincerely yoor v€rf 
humble fervant, and faithful friend^ 

M, O R M O N !)• 

LETTER CCIIL 
Mn PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, Wcfisnia&ec^ Majr^^ I7i20u 

Jr RO M my good friend the dean I have 
two letters before me^ of what date I will 
not fay, and I hope you have foi^got* that 
call out for wngeance^ or, as other readlqgae 
have it, for an anfwer. Yoit told me in one 
of them» you had been purfued with a giddf 
head; and I prefiime you judged, ^f^J 
filence^ that I have laboured under the ianic 
di(kmper. X don't know why you have not 
buried me^ as you did Per/ri^/^ and^vqi 
the wits of the age^ the Steeles ^nk^Aidi/ms^ 
n^Aewoccafion of living feven years upon. 
one of your thoughts. When you have 
fioiihed the copy q£ verXbs, wixich you be- 
gan 
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gan in England^ our writers may hav<? andt 
ther hint, upon which th4^ may dw^ll feyen 
years longer. - - ^ 

Are you Frenciman enough to know 
how zGafcon fuftiinshis family for a week f 

. Dimancbe, une Efclancbe ; • 

Lundiy froide et Salade ;.''''■ 
Mardf, j'atme id GrUlade -, 
Mecredt^ Hackee \ 
Jeudi; bonpourla Capillofadei 
;Vendredu Point deGras\ .^.^ ^ 

Samedu ^'on me cajfe les os^ et ks chiensfi 
Creveront des rifies de mon Mouton. . 

* We can provide fuch fort of cookery; 
if .you will but fend us the efclanche\ but 
rather bring it with you, for it will eat 
imUch better, when you are in the company. 
Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in 
Herefordjhire^ as far from us, literally, tho' 
not geographically, as if he had been with 
you in Ireland. He has wHt no more to us^ 
than if we were ftill minifters of ftate. But, 
in the balance of account, per centra^ I 
have lord Harley at London ; and have either 
lived with him at Wimple^ or upon him 
'here, ever fincehis father left us. I know 
no re?ifon, why you fhoujd *nbt expeft his 

picture. 
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pi^ixir^r^hni that lie promifed it to you ^fe: 
often. I wrete to him fix^ months^^ iiiKre^ 
and, inftead of aeknowlegding my letter, ' 
he < tooL.a mortr compendious way of (end- 
ing a gentkman to lady Harriot, in Dover-- 
jireet ; and bid him call at Wefimlnfi^^ to 
know if I had any thing to lay to his lordi 
He was here to-day, when he was fure the 
Jfi;:afrold was ready ,- and the axe whetted; 
and is mHerefordJhirey when the confent of 
all mankind either juftifies his miniftry, oc 
follows the plan of it. The Soutb-Jea com- 
Jiany have railed their flock to three hun- 
dred and fifty, and he has -not fix-pence 
in it. Thou art a ftranger in IJraeh my 
good friend ; and feemeft to know no morfe 
of this lord, than thou didft of the Cdrtde 
lie P , when firft I conftrued hirn^ to 
thee at the cofFee-houfe, - 
' I labour under the diftetoper you comp- 
plain of, deafnefs, efpecially upon the leaft 
told. I did not take care of my cars, till 
I knew if my head was my own or not 3 
Imt am now fyringing, and I hope to profit 
T)y it. My coufin ij here, and well, aiid 1 
fee him fometimes ; but I find he has had 
a caution, which depended upon his xxt 

peeing 
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iny two favoHHteSi W« ne^Fvr (ofg/tt jour 
healths 

I hMvc feen Mn B«ri^^ asd lenred htm 
to the utmoft-of ray {>ow6r with my ^Mi^i 
fMentmeip Though he had agood cau&f 
and a firoag Kcommendation^ he traftcd 
ivhoUy to neither of thetHj hiiC added thff 
greateft diligence in his folicitati<ms« 

Auditor Harley thanks yott, for remem^ 
bering him and his fingingitian** As ta 
the affair of fuhfcriptions^ do all at your 
leifuFe, and in Uie maoiner you judge moft 
proper; and ib I bid you heartily fareweU 
afluring you, that I am moft truly your^s^ 

M- P. 

Friend Ford falutes you. Adieu. 

JBtkbdrdfin^ whom I take to be a better 
painter than any named in your letter, ha^s 
made ^m excellent pidure pf me ; froi9 
whence lord Harley (whoie it is) has a. 
ilamp taken by V^rtui. He has given me 
fome of them for you to give to our frieuds 

• Probably % perfon recommcnJled to the dean's ca- 
thcdrd. 

at 
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at;or 2boisd DubHn^ I will &nd them hf 
ljmfiii^'% QMmktQ Hyde at DuSIm, in fucli a 
mmuee, arthat^ I hopeg tliey may come fafe 
toyoifr. 

t ^ T T E R CCIV. 

Sir T H O M AS H A Ijl M E R 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

. S. I R,^ MildenbalU near Newmarket, in SufFolk, 
Odober 22, 1720, 

I RECEIVED the favour of a letter 
from you about ten days iince, at which 
time the duke of Grafton '\ was at London ; 
but as he was foon expefted in the country, 
and is now ^ftually returned, I thought it 
beft, rather than write, to wait for an op- 
portunity of Ipeaking to him ; and yefter- 
day I went over to his houfe> on purpofe 
to obey your commands. . I found he was 
not a ftranger to the fubjeft of my errand; 
for he had allthe particulars of the ftpry 
very perfeft, and told me, my lord Arran 
had fpoke to him concerning it *• I added 

t * CharUs^ whofe mo^tr Ifabella^ dzughtcr of Hinrf 
Bennett earl of Arlington^ married to her fecond hus- 
band Sir Thomas Hanmer* 

♦ The profecution ofWaUrs. See>thc following let- 
• Itr from Sir Cmfiantim Phippu 

Vol. II. - H my 



Digitized by 



Gpogle 



( 9« ) 

mf lc4itititions, backed tirlth the rttibnt^ 
«tl#i which yoa had furnilhcd xxm i und Im' 
was fe kind to promife^ he wouM by dliiir 
poft write to the chief jiiftice ; how cxplii-' 
citly or hqw precifcly I cannot fay, becaufe 
men in high pofls are afraid of being pofi- 
tive in their ^fwers $ but I hope it will be 
in fuch a manner as will be eiFedual. 

If the thing is done, it will be bcft, that 
the meaim (hould be ^ fecret by which it is 
brought about; ahd for this reafon yoa 
W31 fcxcufc me, if t avoid putting my nam^ 
to the outfide of tny fetter, left ft flionld 
tlicitt die «irioIity of th« Ptffi-Office. \i thii 
^4fe: ends to yotrr fatisfaftibh, I atn glad it 
lisft' proved to me a cau& of hearing from 
yoo, and a!h occafion of afluring you, that 
I aoi> Sir, yotir very hutnble fervant, 

THO. HANMER. 

LETTER CCV. 

Sir CONSTANT IN E PHIPPS 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Ormond-Street, January 14, S720*2i. 

Having been a little indifpofed, I 
went at Cbriftmas into the countty, which 

fff-evented 
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^ipv^oted me from £9iM*P w^knowlMigifig 
fiffijroiirof yoiirktter, Aa u> Jri$t^i*%f 
i^k^ I WM informed of its and the hit 
(erm J fpd^ to Mr» ttitornw^geaejRal |; 
about it; but he told me, h^ OMild aot gnat 
Si writ. of error in s cidmiiial cafe, without 
direction from the king :.fo that Waters is. 
not like Jto have much relief fiiom hence, 
and therefore I am glad you have fome 
hopes it will drop in Ireland. I think the 
chief jiiilipe ^ ihoidd have chat xiegard \Q his 
own reputation, to let it j|o off fo ; fipf J 
believe the ojdeft man alive, or any Uw- 
book, cannot give Any inftancc of fuch » 
prQceedU\g4 1 was ipforxxxed who wjas aimed 
at by the pr0fecutiw?# which made jae very 

t Dr. Swifih printer : he was profec^ted for print- 
ing A Propofaifor the unherfal XJftuf^t Irifli manu* 
fs^mm^ iM ^y miAabe to have Wen vmiSatn in i'j%%.. 
The de^R, in hi3 letter to fope^ dated January lo, 1721^ 
fajrs, that, die jurjr, which tried him, had been culled 
with dke ut^noft aiduftrf; but th»t» notwithflft&difij;* 
they brought him in not guilty. Th^t Wbjmlhti^ the 
iudge, fent them out nine times, and kept them eleven 
hours \ till, being tired put, they were forced to .leave 
the matter to the mercy of the judge ty a fpccid ver^ 
did. Th«: duifce ^ Grafijm^ JQrd iieu^^ivrnt* Jfooa ^er, 
upon mature advice, and permii&on from England^ 
granted a moU frofequi. 

t "^'SiT Robert Raym9ndr 
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zealous in it I which I fhall be in every ' 
tii^gy wherein I can be ferviceable to that 
gentleman', for whom no body has a greater 
edjeem than your moft humble and moft 
obedient iervanti 

CON. P H I P P S. 

LETTER CCVL 

Mr. PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T* 

DEAR SIR, Weftmmftcr, Fcbritary 28, ijio-au 

±F I am to chide you for not writing to 
me, or beg your pardon, that I have not 
writ to you, is a queftion ; for our corre- 
ipondencc has been fo Jong interrupted, 
that I fwcar I don't know which of us wrote 
laft. In all cafes, I affure you of my con- 
tinual friendship, and kindeft remembrance 
of you; and, with great pleafure, expedl 
the fame from you. I have been ill this 
winter. Age, I find, tomes on ; and th© 
cough does not diminifh. 

Nan fum qualis eram bona 

Suk Regno Cynara^ — ' Pafs for that. 

I am tired with politics, and loft in the 
Soutb-fea. The roaring of the waves, and 

the 
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the madnefs of the people, were juftlj put 
together^ I can fend yon no fort o£ news» 
that holds either connexion or fenfe« It is 
dl wilder than St. Anthony' % dream i and 
the hagateUe is more fplid than any thing, 
that has been endeavoured here this year. 
Our old friend O x ■ > is not well, and 
continues in Hereford/hire. John of Bucks -f 
died laft week, and Coningjby was fent laft - 
week to the Tower. I frequently drink your 
health with lord Harley^ who is always the 
fame good man, and grows daily more be- 
loved as more univerfally known. I do fo 
too with our honeft good-natured friend 
Tordy whom I love for many good rcafons, 
and particularly for that he loves you. 

How do you do as to your health ? Are 
we to fee you this fummer? Anfwer me 
thcfe queftions. Give my fervice to all 
friends, and believe me to be ever, with 
great truth and efteem, dear Sir, your's, 

M. PRIOR. 

t ' JohnShiffieU^ iukt of BufUnghamfiire,* 
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LETTER CCVn- 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr, 8WIFT. 

DEAR ilR, Wcftulnftcr, April 45, lyit- 

X KNOW very well, that you caa write 
a good letter^ if you have a mind to itj but 
that is not the queftioft, A letter from you 
fomctimes is what I defire. Referve your 
tropes and periods for thoie you love kfsi 
and let me hear how you do, in whatever 
humour you are; whether lending your mo- 
ney to the butchers, proteding the weavers, 
treating the women, or conftruing propria 
qua tnaribus to the country curate* You and 
I are fo ellabliflied authors, that we may 
write what we will, without fear of ren- 
fure : and if we have not lived long enough 
to prefer the iagafelle to any thing elfe, W^ 
deferved to have had our brains knocked 
out ten years ago. 

I have received the money pundually of 
Mr. Dan. Hajres, have bis receiptj and 
hereby return you all the thanks, that your 
friendfliip in that affair ought to claim, and 
your generofity does contemn. There's one 
turn for you : good« 

The 
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The man you mentioned in your kft Km 
been in the coantry thefe two yeara^ yery 
HI in his healthy and .has ndt for many 
shohUft been out of his ehamW i yet whut 
you obferve of him isTo true, that his fiek- 
ncfi is all counted for policy, that He will 
liot come up, till the public diftra(9:ioRS lere^ 
ibmebody or other^ (whom God knows) 
who will oblige fomebody elfe to ftnd fw 
him in open triun^ph, and &t him xtkJiMu 
qua prim. That, in the mean time, he ha« 
#ofreieen all that has happened j checkmated 
all the miniftry ^ andi to divert himfelf at 
his leifure hours, has laid all tbofe lime^ 
twigs for hi» neighbour Conwgjfy*, that 
keep ^at precious bird in the cage, out of 
which himfelf dipt fo cunningly and jiafily, 

Things, and the way of mens judging 

them, vary fo much hwe, ^at It k iropof- 
fiWe to giivt yw wiy jyft accpu^f of fomc of 
our friends actions. Rojiis is more thdn 
fufpeded to have given up his party, as 
Sancbo did his fubjedisi for fo much a head, 
tw fqrtunt fmfrf. Hw em^^n thercf4)re, 
whidi is ibmething originally like that of 

. ♦ * Thimt ^rl ^ C§nyit/h7 cr«te4 U> by king 
Gecrg^L 1111719/ 

H 4 liUtrm, 
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JjUtrffif isoppofedor negleded^tf lu^ an* 
cfchf friends, and openly fufbincd by thc;^ 
ir^ni^ry. He cannot be lower in the opinioA' 
of taoh men^ than^e is; and I wjib our 
friend Har — ~-* were higher than he is» 

Our young Harky's vice is no more co- 
vetoufnefs^ than plainnefs of fpeech is that 
of his Qon^inTom. His lordihip ia really 
amabilis^ zxid lady Harriefte adoranda^ 

I tell you no news, but that the whole is 
a complication of miftal^es in policy^^ and of 
knavery in the execution of it : Of the nu- 
niflers I fpeak, for the moil part, as well 
ecclefiaflical as civil. This is all the truth I 
can tell you, except one, which I am furc 
you receive very kindly, that I am evef 
your friend and ypur fervant, 

M- PRIOR, 

Friend Sbelton^ commonly called Dear 
Dicif is with me. We drink your health* 
AdieUr 

LETTER CCVIII, 
LORP BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

July the 28th, 172.1. 

1 N E VE R was fo angry in all iny life^ 
as Twas with you laft wieek, on the receipt 

• * Lord Harc9urt: ©f 
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pf yb^fWcr of the 19th; of June. fU\ 
cxtrcani pl^fiire it gave me takes away 
5JI jthe iS«cnfeS; which I had invented fo? 
youf long'negled. I defign to return my , 
l^umble thanks to thoie men of emin^qt 
gratitude and integrity;- the weavers ^and 
the judges, and earneftly to entreat them, 
inftead of tolling you in thepprfon of your 
proxy, who had need to have iron ribs to 
endute all the drubbings you will procure 
him, to tofs you in 3rour proper perfon, th« 
next time you offend, by going about to 
talk fenfe, or to do good to the rabble. I5 
it pofGble, that one of your age and pro-^ 
feflion (hould be ignorant, that this mon- 
ftrous beaft has paffions to be moved, ^but 
;x6 re^fon to be appealed to ; and that plain 
^ruth will influence half a fcore men at 
moft in a natiop, or an age, while njyftery 
will lead n>illions by the nofe ? 

Dear Jonfithan^ fi»cp you cannot reic^vc 
Jo write as yoij preach, what pftblic autbo-* 
rity allows, what councils arid fenates have 
decjidi^ to be orthodox, inftead of what 
private opinion fuggefts, leave off inftrudiT 
ing the citizens, ^f Dublin. Believe me,, 
there is mpre plejifure, apd mor^ pierit too. 
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im cuitiTatiog frieodfliip, than ia takings 
care of the Aate. Fools and knaves trt 
generally beft fitted for the laft $ and none 
btit men of fenie and virtue are capable of 
iftie other. How comes it then to pa^^ that 
yon, who have fenfe^ tho* you have wit^ and 
TOtue^ tho' you have kept bad company in 
your ;time» ihould be fo furprijced, that I 
continue to write to youi and exped to 
hear from you» after feven years abf^nce f 

Anm pradantur euntes, fay you; and time 
will lop off my luxuriant branches : per- 
haps it will be fo. But I have put the 
pruning-hook into an hand^ which works 
hard to leave the other as little to do of 
that kind as may be. Some fuperfluous 
twi^s are every day cut 5 and, as they leffen 
in number, the bough, which bears the 
golden fruit of friendfhip, (hoots, fwells, 
a^ fpreads. 

Our friend tdd you what he heard, 
and what was commonly faid, when he told 
yoUf that I had taken the fancy of growing 
rich. If I could have refolved to think two 
minutes a day about ftocks, to flatter Law * 

♦ The prpjcAor of Ac ACSO^i fch^m© in. Fr^metp 
which produced the Sou^fea icheme here. 
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half in fibttr a week, or to hate any oblti 
gatioft tor peo|>le I neither loved nor v4-i 
lued, ceftan it is, that I might hare g^ned 
iiiiihenfely* But not caring to foHotr iSwi 
iniany bright exatoples of thefe kind^, wMcIt 
Prance fnrnifhed, and which England fent 
us Ovei*, I turned the little money J had 
of my own, without being let into any fe--' 
cret, Tfery negligently : and if I have fc^ 
cured enough to content me, it was becaufib 
I wis foon contented. I am forry to hear 
you confefs, that the love of money has 
got into your head. Take care, or it wiH, 
ere long, fink into your heaft, the propeir 
feat of paffions. Flato, wbdnli you <ritc» 
looked upon riches, and the other advan^ 
tages of fortune, to be defirable; but he 
declared, as you have read tn DhgenerLa* 
6rtius I Ea etfi non ttfiuerinf, nibibmiHtts ta^ 
men beeitum fore fafientem. You may think 
it, perhaps, hard to reconcile his two jour^ 
nies into likily with this maxim, dpccirfljr 
fince he got fourfeore talents of the tyrant 
But I can aflure you, tfiat he went to the 
elder T>ionfJhs only to buy books, and to 
the younger only to bwrow a piece of 
ground, and a number of mtn, women and 
' 3 children. 
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children, to try \^h Utopia. Ari/lippus v^ru 
In Sicily at the fame tinxe; and thfere paire4 
ibmc Billing/gate between thcfe reverend 
perfons. This philofopher had a much 
ftroriger fancy to grow ric|i than Plato ; 
he fkttered, he cracked jci^s, and danced 
over a ftick to get fome of the Sicilian goldi 
tut flill even he took czxt^ Jibi re^^ non fe 
rebus fubmtt ere. And I remepiher> with 
great edification, how he reproved one of 
his catechumens, who blufhed, and (hrunk; 
bick, when his mafter fhewed him the way 
to the bawdy-houfe, l^on ingredi turpe eft^ 
fed egredi non pojfe turpe efi. The conclufion 
of all is this ; un bonnete h^mme ought to 
have cente mille livres de rente ^ if you pleafcjf 
but a wife man will be happy with thq 
hitndredth part. Let us not refufe riches^ 
when they offer themfelves; but let us give 
^em no room in our heads or our hearts, 
liCt us enjoy wealth, without fuiFering it tti 
become nec^ifary to tis. And, to finifh with 
one of Seneca's quaint fentences; Let us place 
if Jo, tbaf fortune may take it without tear-^ 
mg it from us, The paffage you mentioa 
does follovv that, which I quoted to you* 
^nd th? advice is goodt Sflon (bought fo j 

nay. 
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fiay, he went further : and you remember 
thereafbn he gave for fitting in the cd^ncil 
of Pijijlratus^ whom he had done his ut- 
tnoft to opjpofc; and who, by the way^ 
proved a very good prince. But the epiftle 
is not writ by Cicero^ as you feem to think. 
It is, if t miftake not, an epiftle of Do^ 
labella to him. Cato^ you fay, would not 
be of the fame mind. Cato is a moft vc-p 
nerable name, .and Dchbtlla was but a 
fcoundrel with wit and valour; and yet 
there is better fenfe, nay, there is mor^ 
virtue, in vfh^it Delab^Ua advifes, than io 
the conduA of Cato. I muft own my 
weaknefs to you. This C^/t?, fo fung by 
Lucan in every page, and fo much better 
fung by Virgil in half a line, ftrikes me 
virith no great refpetS. When I fee him 
painted in all the glorious colours^ which 
eloquence furniihes, I call to mind that, 
image of him, which ^ulfy gives in one of 
his letters to Atticus^ or to fomebody elft ;- 
where he fays, that having a mind to keep 
a debate from coming on in the fenate, they 
made Cafo rife to fpeak, and that he talked* 
till the hour of propofing matters was over;^ 
Tulfy infinuates, that they often made this. 

* ufe 
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I 

ii£s of Urn. Docs omt i&e mmhf^ pi^taM 
ihifit^ Do you nottiehpld darJkiof Tmmr 
Umii^^ IB the gown of a 12mmv lbmiar» 
Inding out tbo members to pifsf Tlie 
cfjufiNT u&d fliarp madicioes; b»t> ti» hk 
timew the patleat had fbrength to bear tfaemp 
The &coDd C^/^ inhi»:ited this receipt with** 
out his ikilli and, like t true q^mdk^ he 
gave the remedy, becau^ it^wat his only 
ooe^ tho' it was ttM> late. He haftened the 
paticoxt's death ^ he not only haftened it^ 
be made it more convuifive and paiiiful* 

The cooditidi of your wretched country 
is worfe than you reprefent it to be* The 
heaUb£iiil Indum follows bis mafteri, who 
died of iickneis, to the grave; but I much 
doubtf whether thoie charitable l^i^aton 
exad the fame, when the maibris a limar 
tick> and c^its his own throat. J mourn 
over hrehnd with all my heart, but I pijty 
^ou more* In reading your letter, I feel 
your pulfe ; and I judge of yourdiilemper 
asiiirely hy the figures^ mto whidi you ^ift 
your ink, a$ the learned doi9:or, at the iHm4 
4nd the urinfil could do^ if he pored over 
your water. You are really in a very bad 
way. You fay your memory 4ediAef ^ I 

believe , 
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briielie 'k <iott» finbe jwx foigft yoar 
fastaiot *<mI fiacfc lepm e d impdrtttnity <iaa. 
lumKjr drmr A tokea of MmcndbnaKe &«» 
yoa. 'That 9fft bad nn far ihs txani^ m 
wettastheliody^ andwkatdojfoatnu^ptt;^. 
that Piatti; finoe yos kaire iet ne i^xn 
qinDdi^ Isni (trfaotkaaiDedlKaveii* tfaatiie 
ivas QOta iB«MhMa) imnld knre £»! cf tlM» 
la^Uw Thiiei SlniDe loff your fasmtft, 
rwnbfe over JuAerv and ijpend Ibttxe tnotttfa* 
» « kioder diotste. Yoa wffl lieia<dMi» 
g«rof Mfletulg b«c <»ie })l^ue Ikk^ and 
ypu wili^iea,?e many beyond you. Here 

Sm will come ^Hnong peo{>I(^ who lead «. 
e£ng«birtaKNighto hicyouriiuaurar; 1^ 
near the world, as to hwn att kt oanveo 
niencies ; ib far ftom the worU, as to be a 
lltjit%er t6 all ott incoav^iencies i 'wanting 
<ioduBg« whidi goes to tbe eafe and iiappif- 
«esfe of life ; emhamfled by ikothiftg, idtkh 
is cBUdxrlbaiie. f dare ahHoft ventorc to fay, 
thBt]f«m 'wSl iilDe iisixttertiMn'ifaepeii- 
'fttis yoa li!ve'wi&, and that weilvdl be aide 
to make you retrograde (that I may ofe 
a canvmrcal fimBe) las the fqn did on ithe 
dial of BeMoUas, and begin anew the twelve 
years, which yoa oomplain are gone. We 

wai 
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wiU reftore ^to you the nigros anguflo frmte 
cafUhsi and» with them, i^tdukeloquu the 
ridire decorum, et inter vind fugatn Cynara 
wuerert frptervu. Bac eft vita Jbbitarum 
m^^ ambaione gravique, and not your's^ 

I wa$ going to fmifii with my fheet of 
paper i but having bethought myfelf, that 
you defenre ibme mcire puniihmeiyt, and: 
calling all my anger againft you to my aid, 
I refolve, fince I am this morning in the 
humour of fcribbling, to make my letter at 
leaft as long as one of your fermons ; and, 
if you do not mend, my next ihall be as 
long isis one of Dr. Mantori% *, who taught 
my youth to yawn, and prepared me to be 
an high-churchman, that I might never 
hear him read, nor read him more. 

You muft know, that I am as bufy about 
my hermitage, which is between the Cbc'^ 
teau and the Mat/on Bourgeoife, as if I was 
to pafs my life in it : and, if I could fee 
you now and then, I fhould be willing 
enough to do fo. I have in my wood the 

^^thmtis ManUn^ D. D, who had been cjefted 
from the rcftoiy of CovhiUgarden for nonconformitv, 
after the reftoration. He was a voluminous writer in 
divinity, and publiibed a large folio of fermons on the 
219th pfabn.* 

biggcft 
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biggeil and cleared fpring perhaps iwEuraptf 
^hich forms, before it leaves the park, a 
more beautiful river than any, which flMfS 
in GreeJk or Latin verfe. I have a thoiifand 
projects about this ipring, and, among 
others, one, which will employ fome mar- 
ble. Now marble, 3rou know, makes one 
think of infcriptions: and if you will cor- 
rect this, which I have not yet. committed 
to paper, it ihall be graved, and help to fill 
the table-books of Spons and Mijfons ^ yet 
to come. 

Propter [fidem adverfus reginam, et partes^ 

Intemerati fervatam. 

Propter operaniy in pace generali concilianda 

Strenue falfem navatam, 

ImpotentiavefancefaBionis 

Solum vertere coaSius^ 

Hie ad aquce lene caput facra 

Injujie exulat 

Dulce vivit 

H. De B; j^n. &c. 

Oi were better than propter, hxxt obope-^ 
r^/w would never pleafe the ear. In a prcr- 

t * JanHS Sporty M. D* and Maximilian 'MiJ/iny.yfcrt 
two eminent travellers, who have- publilhcd their tra- 
vels J in which arc inferted many infcriptions.' 

Vol. II. 1 per 
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per place, before the front of the houfe, 
which I have new built, I have A mind to 
infcribe this piece of patck-work. 

Sirifipifcat patriae, in patriam redkurus ; 

Si non refipifcat^ ubivis melius quam inter 

tales cives futurus^ 

Hanc niillam injlauro et exorno ■: 

Hinc, velut ex portu, alienos cajus 

, Et for tuna ludwn infolentem 

Cernere fuave ejl. 
HiCy morteth nee appetens nee timens 
Innocuis deliciis^ 
Do&d quiete, 
et 
Felicis animi immtytd tranquillitdtef 
Fruififcor. 
Hie mihi vivam quodfupereji aut exilii^ aut avi. 

If in a year's time you fhould find leifure 
to write to me, fend me fome mottos for 
groves, and ftreams, and fine profpefts, 
and retreat, and contempt of grandeur, &c. 
I have one for my green-houfcs, and one for 
an alley^ which leads to my apartment, 
which are happy enough. The firft is. Hie 
tier q/fiduum atque alienis menjibus ajlas. The 
other is, — fdlentis femitd wta^ 

You 
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You fee 1 amufe myfelf de la bagatelle as 
much as you ; but here lies the difFerence ; 
your bagatelle- leads to fomething better ; 
as fiddlers flourifli carelefsly, before they 
play a firne air. But mine ^begins, pro- 
ceeds, and ends in bagatelle. 

Adieu : It is happy for you that my 
hand is tired. 

rll take care, that you (hall have my 
pidlure, and I am fimple enough to be 
obliged to you for afking for it. If you do 
not write to me foon, I hope it will fall 
down as foon as you have it, and break 
your held. 

LETTER CCIX. 

tht Duchefs of O R M O N D 
to Dr. S W I FT. 

S i R, September I, 1721. 

1 DON'T know how to account fof 
your long filence, Unlefs your time has 
been taken up in making an intereft with 
thofe in power here, for one of the two 
archbifhoprics, that, we bear, were void ; 
(but I am very glad, are not fo). Set your 
heart at reft, for they are prtimifed; and 
I 2 therefore 
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therefore you maj as well write to a filler, 

when next you horiour this kingdom with 
any difpatchcs. As to any greater people, 
it is a (hame to think how you have neg- . 
lefted thofc, of your own houfe« I had 
once determined to write to you no more, 
fince no anfwer was to be expedled ; but 
then revenge came into my head, and I 
was refolved to teaze you, till at laft, to be 
quiet, you would fend me fome plaufible 
cxcufe at leaft^ for never enquiring after 
brother or fifter. I wonder when you'll be 
good-natured enough to come and fee how 
we do 5 but Ireland has fuch powerful 
charms, that I queftion whether you would 
leave it to be one of our archbiftiops. I 
was at your brother Arrans ♦ a good while 
this iiimmer, and have been much upon the 
ramble, or elfc you'd have fooner had theie 
juft reproaches from me ; whom you have 
no way of appeafing, but by a letter of at 
lead four fides of paper : though I am ib 
good a Chriftian, upon this occafion, as to 
be, notwithftanding all this ill treatment. 
Sir, your moft iincere friend, and humble 
fervant, M. ORMOND. 



* Another of the fixteen. 
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LETTER CCX. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT". 

Jannsrjr r, i/ai-su 

I RECEIVfiD your letter of the twenty- 
ninth of September 9 above a fortnight ago ; 
and fhould have fet you an example, by an*- 
fwering it immediately, (which I do not 
remember you ever fet me) if I had not 
been obliged to abandon the filence and 
quiet of this beloved retreat, and to thruft 
myfelf into the hurry and rabble of an im- 
pertinent town. In lefs than ten days, 
which I fpent at Parts ^ I was more than ten " 
times on the point of leaving my bufinefs 
there uhdone j and ytt this bufinefs was to 
fave foYir-fifths of four hundred thoufand 
livrfes, which I have on the town-houfe 5 
' rejies miferables du naufrage de ma fortune. 
Luckily I had the fear of you before my 
eyes; and tho* I cannot hope to delerve your 
efteem by growing rich, I have endeavoured 
to avoid your contempt by growing poor. 
The expreffion is equivocal \ a fault, which 
our language often betrays thofe, who fcrib* 
fele haftily, into; but yovr own confciencc 
I 3 wiU 
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will ferve for a comment, and fix the fcnfc. 
Let me thank you for remembering me in 
your prayers, and for ufipg your credit 
above fo generoufly in my behalf. To 
dpfpife riches with Seneca s purfe is to have 
at once all the advantages of fortune and, 
philofophy. 

^id voveaf dulci nutricula majus ahimno ? 

You arc not like H. Guy*, who, among 
other excellent pieces of advice, gave me 
•this, when I firft came to court ; to be very 
moderate and modeft in my applications for 
my frijends, and very greedy and importu- 
nate, when I afked for myfelf. You call 
Tu/fy names, to revenge Cato's quarrels an4 
to revenge Tu/lySf I am ready to fall foul 
on Seneca. You churchmen have cried hini 
Vp for a great faifit 5 and, as if you imag^ 
ined, that to have it believed, he had a 
month's mind to be a Chriftian, would re^ 
fled: fomc honour on Chrifti^nity, you em-* 

* ' Henry Guy^ who had been fecretary to the trea- 
fury during three fucceffiye reigns. He died February 
23, 17 10, and left to JVilllam Pultene^^ Efq; late e^l vf 
Baihy near forty thoufand pounds, with an eftate of 
about five hundred pounds a year; as the letter own», 
in his AnfyufT to one Fart of n late infamous Libelj &c, 
publrihed in 1731, p. 39.* 

employed 
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ployed one of thofe pious frauds, fo fre- 
quently pradifed in the days of primitive 
iimplicity» to impofc on the world a pre- 
tended correfpondence between him and 
the great apoflle of the Gentiles -f . Your 
partiality in his favour (hall biafs me no 
more than the pique, which Dion Cajfius and 
others fhew againft him. Like an equitable 
judge, I fhall only tax him with avarice in 
bis profperity, adulation in his advcrfity, 
and affedtation in every ftate of life. Was I 
confiderable enough to be baniilied from 
my country, methinks I would not purchafe 
my reftoratiori, at the expence of writing 
fuch a letter to the prince himfelf, as your 
Chriftian Stoic wrote to the emperor's flave, 
Pofybius J. Thus I think of the man, and 
yet I read the author with pleafure ; tho* I 
join in condemning thofe points, which he 
introduced into the Latin ftile ; thofe eto"- 

t * It confifts of thirteen letters, which feeroed to 
it. Jerome TiVii St. Jugujiin to hjive been genuine. But 
DuPin {NouvelU Bifliotheque des Auteurs Ecelejiafiiques^ 
Tom. I. p. %^. Edit. 1690, quarto) acl^nowledges, 
that they contain nothing worthy of the apoftle or philo- 
fopher, and hav« not the leaft refcmblance to the ftyle 
of either.' This is likewife the judgment of the moft 
Iparned among the modern critics.' 

X * Smeca de Confolatione ad Polybtum* 

I ± nal 
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nal wittlpiims^ ftraag like bea4a together^ v 
and that impudent maaiaer of talking to the' 
p^ffionSf before he has gone about to con- 
vince the judgment; which Erqfimijr, if I 
remember right, objei3:s to him.. He is 
fddom, inilrud:iye, , but he is perpetually 
entertaining 5 and when he gives .you no 
new idea, h^ refle<9=s your own back upon 
yqu> with new luflrc, I have lately wrote 
an excellent treatife in praife of exile j(. 
Many of the hints are taken from Conjo^ 
lotto ad Hehtam^ and other parts of his 
works. The whole is turned on his ftile 
and manner; and there is as much of the 
fpirit of the fortique^ as I could infufe 
without running too far in the fnirabilia^ 
Inopinata^ et paradoxal which Tully^ and I 
think Seneca himfelf, ridicules the fchool 
of Zem for. That you may laugh at me 
in your turn, I own ingenuoufly, that I be- 
gan in jeft, gre>y ferious at the third or 
fourth page, and convinced myfelf, before 
I had done, of what perhaps I ihall never 
convince any other, that a man of fenfe 
and virtue may be unfortunate, but can ne- 

II * It is printed in his wprks, under the title o^ReJUc- 
tiom upon Exil^* 

vcr 
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vcr be unhappy. Do not ima^nev how- 
ever, that I have a mind to quarrel with- 
Ariftifpits : he is. ftill my favourite among 
the philofophers ; and, if I find fome faults 
in him, they are few and venial. 

You do me much honour, in faying, 
. that I put you in mirid of lord DigSy * ; 
but fay it to no one elfe, for fear of pafling^ 
for partial in your parallels, which has done 
Flutarch more hurt than it has done good 
to his Grecian heroes. I had forgot, or I 
never knew, the remarkable paffage^ which 
you mention. Great virtue^ unjuftly per- . 
fecuted, niay hold fuch language, and will 
be heard with applaufe, with general ap-' 
plaufe I mean, not univerfal. There was 
at Athens a wretch, who fpit in the face ' 
of Arijiides^ as he marched firm, calm, and 
almof): gay^ to execution. Perhaps there 
was not another man among the Athenians^ 
capable of the fame vile adtion. And for the 
honour of my country I, will believe, that 
there are few men in England^ befides lord 
Oxford^ capable of hearing that ftrain of 

• * Giorgi lord Dighy^ afterwards carl of BriJloL 
Dr. Swifts in a letter to lord BoUngbroke^ dated April 5, 
1729, and printed in his works, ftiks lord Digby the 
prototype of lord Bolingbroke** 

eloquence, 

4 
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eloquence, without admiration. There k 
a fort of kindred ia fouls, ^ud they we di- 
vided into more families, than vre are apt ta 
imagine. Digky and ^^r/^ are abfoluto 
ftran^ers to one another. Touch an uuifon* 
and all the unifons will give the fame 
ibund 5 but you may thrum a lute till your 
fingers are fore, and you will draw no found 
out of a Jew's harp, 

I thank you for qorreding my infcriptions^ 
and I thank you ftiU mQt^ for promifing 
to gather up mottos for me, and to write 
often to me. I am as little given to b^ 
correfpqndents, as you are to beg pififcures ; 
but fince I cannot live with you, I would 
fain hear from you. To grow old with 
good fenfe, and a good friend, was the wifh 
of Tbales; I add, with good health ; to en- 
joy but one and an half of thefe three, ia 
bard. I have heard of Prigr's death +, and 
of his epitaph J ; and have feen a ftranga 



t* lie died Sept. i8, 1721/ 

X « In the following triplet, Wfittcn by himfdf, 

** To me *tis given to die 5 to you 'tis given 
*' To live. Alas ! one moment fcts us even 
^* Mark how impartial is the will of heaven 

Bifliop Atterhuryj in a letter to Mr. Pope, dated Sep- 
tember 27, 1721, fays ; " I Will take care to m^ke good,^ 
** in every refpeft, what I faid to him when living, par- 

" ticularly 
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book, writ by a grave and eloquent dodor ♦, 
about the duke of Buckinghamfhire. Peoir 
pie, who talk much in that moment, cam 
^ave^ as I believe, but one of thefe two 
principles, fear, or vanity. It is therefore 
much better to hold one's tongue. I am 
forry, that the firft of thefe pcrfons, our 
old acquaintance Mattp lived fo poor as 
you reprefent him. I thought that' a certain 
Mord -f, whofe marriage with a certain hei- 
refswas the ultimate end of a certain ad^ 
miniftration, had put him above want. 
Prior might juftly enough have addreffed 
himfelf to his young patron, as our friend 
Ariftippus did to Dionyjius i You have mo- 
ney, which I want. I have wit and know 
ledge, which you want. I long to fee yoor 

^* ticularly as to the triplet he wrote for his own epi- 
*' taph ; which, while we were on |OQd terrqs, I pro- 
^* mifed him (hould never appear on nis tomb while I 
** Wiis(fcaoof^g/?w«^rr." 

* * Richard Fiddesj £)• D, publiflied in 1721, in oflar 
vo, A Letter in anfwer to me from a Freethinker ; oeeafioned 
if the IqU Dtik^ of 3uc:ki<ighaoiibire'i Epitaph \ wherein 
certain Pajfages in it, that have been thought exceptlonnhUy 
are vindicated 5 and the ^o^irinc of the Squ^s Immortality 
i^fferUdy &c. This WM foUowed by 4 fuonA Litter^ 
publiflied the fame year.* 

' f ^Edward, lord Harley^ who married, in October 
1 713, the lady Henrietta Cavendijh Holies, only daugh- 
ter and heir of John duke gf Newcaftle.* 

travel^; 
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travels)} s for, take it as you will, I do not 
f etraft what I faid. I will undertake to 
find, in two pages of your bagatelles, more 
good fenfe, ufeful knowledge, and true re- 
ligion, than you can fhew me in the works 
of nineteen in twenty of the profound di- 
vines and philofophers of the age. 

I am obliged to return toP^m in a month 
or fix weeks time, and from thence will 
fend you my pifture. Would to heaven I 
could fend you as like a picture of my 
mind: you would find yourfelf, in that 
draught, the objcift of the trueft cftcem 
and the fincereft friendfhip. 

LETTER CCXI. 
Dr. SNAP E to Dr. S W I F T. 

REV. SIR, Windfor, April 23, 1722, 

A TAKE the opportunity of two of our 
choir going over to try their fortune in your 
country, at once to return my thanks fij^r 
a very obliging letter you favoured me 
with fome years ago, and your kind inter- 
pretation of my endeavours at that time 
to affert the caufe of our eftablifhment 



I ' Gulliver's.* 
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againft a prelate *, who was undermining 
it : and alfo to recommend to your favour 
the bearer, Mr. Elford^ who, upon the en- 
jcouragement of your worthy primate, U 
going to fettle ?X Armagh. I.cannot pretend 
to fay, he lias the fame compais of voice 
with hisiate brother, whom the good queen 
fo much admired ; but I will venture to 
fay, he has a greater compafs of underftand- 
ing; and, upon the whole, that he Is a good 
choir-man* The other, that bears him 
company, was a very ufeful chorefter to us. 
His voice, fince its breaking, is fomewhat 
harfli, but I believe will grow mellower. 
If you find either of them for your purpofe, 
efpecially the bearer, when you have a va- 
cancy io your church, I (hall be much 
obliged to you for any favour you are pleafed 
to fliew him, and be ready to approve my^ 
fclf, on any occafion, reverend Sir, your 
moft obedient and afFedionate fervant, 

A, S N A P E. 



• c 
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' L E T T E^ R CCXIt* 
Mr. O A Y to Dr. S W 1 F T. 

DEAR 8IR»^ London) December 2t, ijit. 

P T E R every poft-day, for thefe 
eight or nine yeifs, 1 have been troubled 
with an uneafinefs of fplrlt, and, at laft, 
I have fefolved to get rid of it, and write 
to yon. I don't deferve yoii fhould think 
fo well of me as I really deferve ; for 1 
have not ptofefled to you, that Move you 
as much as ever I did : but you are the 
only perfon of my acquaintance almdft, 
that does not know it. Whoever I fee, 
that comes from Ireland, the firft queftion 
I afk is after your health ; of which I had 
the pleafurc to hear very lately from 
Mr. Berkeley. I think of you very often : 
no^body wiflies you better, or longs more 
to fee you. Duke Difney, who knows more 
news than any man alive, told me I fhould 
certainly meet you at the Bath the feafon : 
but I had one comfort in being difappointed, 
that you did not want it for your health. 
I was there for near eleven weeks for a 
colick, that I have been often troubled with 

of 
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of late J but have not found all the benefit 
I expedleti. 

I lodge, at prcfent, in BurlinglM^hwfi^ 
and have received many civilities from many 
great men, but very few real benefits. 
They wonder at each other for not provid- 
in|; for me ; and I wonder at them all. 
Experience has given me fome knowledge of 
them I fo that I can fay, that it is not ii^ 
their power .to difappoint me^ You find I 
talk to you of myfelf ; I wifli you would 
reply to me in the fame manner. I hope^ 
though you ha^e not heard of me fo long, 
1 have not lofl: my credit with you ; but 
that you will think of me in the fame 
manner, as when you efpoufed my caufe fo 
warmly j which my gratitude never can 
forget. I dm, dear Sir, your moft obliged 
and fincere humble fervant, 

J. G A Y. 

, )P. S, Mr. Pope^ UpOft reading 
over this letter, deiired me 
to tell you, that he has been 
^ juft in the fame (entiments 
with me, in regard to jrou ; 
and (hall never forget his 
obligations to you. 
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LETTER CCXIil. 

Dr. S W I F T to the Duke of 
GRAFTON. 

M Y L O R D, Dublin, January a+, 1722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the dean of 
Downe 2l favourable mtSzgc from your 
grace, relating to a clergyman, who mar- 
ried my near relation, and whofe eftate is 
Qiuch incumbered by a long fuit at jiaw. 
I return my moft humble acknowledgmenta 
for your grace's favourable anfwer, I can 
aflure your grace, that in thofe times, when 
I was thought to have fome credit with 
perfons in power, I never ufed it to my own 
intereft, and very rarely for that of others, 
unlefs where it was for the public advan- 
tage ; neither fhajl I ever be a troublefomc 
or common petitioner to your grace, I am 
forry the archbifhop of Dublin -f- fhould in- 
terpofe in petty matters, when he has juftly 
fo much weight in things of greater mo- 
ment. How fhall we, the humbleft of 
your addreffers, make our way to the fmalleft 
mark of your favour ? I delired your fe- 

t < Dr. King: 
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cretary> Mr, Hopkins^ (whom I have long 
known) to deil plainly with me, as with 
a n^an forgotten, and out of the world, and, 
if he thought my requcft unreafonable, I 
would drop it. This he failed to do ; and 
therefore I here complain of him to your 
grace, and will do fo to himfelf, becaufe I 
have long done with court anfwers. 

I heartily wifti your grace full fuccefs in 
all your great and good endeavours for the 
fervice of your country, and particularly 
of this kingdom ; and am, with the greateft 
refpeft, my lord, your grace's moil obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant, 

JONATH, SWIFT. 

LETTER CCXIV. 
Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T. 

London, February the 3d, 1722-3. 

JL O U made me happy in anfwering my 
laft letter in fo kind a manner, which, to 
common appearance, I .did not deferve ; 
but I believe you gucffed my thoughts, and 
knew, that I had not forgot you, and that 
I always loved you. When I found, that 
my book was not fcnt to you by Tooke, Jer-^ 
Vol. II. K vats 
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vms undertook it, and gave it to Mr, Max^ 
nvellf who married a niece of Mr. Meredith' %. 
I am furprized you have heard nothing of 
it ; but Jervais has promifed me to write 
about it, fo that I hope you will have it de- 
livered . to you foon. Mr* Congreve I fee 
often: he always mentions you with the 
ftrongeft expreffions of eileem and friend- 
ihip. He labours Aill under the fame 
afflictions, as to his fight and gout ; but^^ 
in his intervals of health, he has not loft 
any thing of his chearful temper. I pafied 
all the laft feafon with him at the Batb^ and 
I have great reafon to value myfelf upon 
his fricndfhip j for I am fure he fincerely 
wifhes me welL We pleafed ourfelves with 
the thoughts of feeing you there ; but duke 
J^y^^> who knows more intelligence than 
any body befides, chanced, to give us a wrong 
information. If ^you had been there, the 
duke promifed, upon my giving him notice,, 
to make you a vifit. He often talks of you^ 
and wiflies to fee you* 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arhuth* 
nott\y who told me, he wrote you three let- 
ters, but had received no anfwcr. Hecharged 
me to fend you his advice, which is, to conM 
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to England and fee your friends. This, he 
affirms (abftra<3:ed from the defirc he has to 
iee you) to be very good for your health. 
He thinks, that your going to Spa^ and 
drinking the waters there, wouldi be of 
great fervice to you, if you have refolution 
f nou|h to take the journey. But he would 
have you try England firft. I like the pre-» 
^cription very much, but I own, I have a 
felf-intereft in it; for your taking this 
journey would certainly do me a great deal 
of good. Fope has juft now embarked him- 
felf in another gre^t undertaking as an au- 
thor ; for, of late, he has talked only as a 
gardcnen He has engaged to tranflate the 
OdyJJey in three years, I believe rather out 
of a profpedt of gain than inclination ; for 
I am perfuaded he bore his part in the lofa 
of the Soutb-fea* He lives moftly at Twick^ 
enbam, and amufes himfelf in his houfe and 
garden. I fupp'd about^ a fortnight ago 
with lord Bathurjl and Lewis at X>v..Jrbuth-^ 
notfs. Whenever your old acquaintance 
meet, they never fail of expreffing their 
want of you. I wifh you would come, and 
be convinced, that what I tell you is true, 

K ^ As 
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• As for the reigning alnufcmcnt of the 
town, it is intirely mufic; real fiddles, 
bafs viols, and hautboys; not poetical 
harps, lyres and reeds. There's nobody 
allowed to fay, / Jingy but an eunuch, or 
an Italian woman. Every body is grown 
now as great a judge of mufic, as they 
were, in yx)ur time, of poetry ; and folks, 
that could not diftihguifh one tune from 
another, now daily difpute about the diffe- 
rent ililes of HandeU Bononcinu and Attilio. 
People have now forgot Homer y and Virgil^ 
and Cafar ; or, at leaft, they have loft their 
ranks. For in London and Weflfninjiery in 
all polite converfations, Senejino is daily 
voted to be the greateft man that ever lived. 
I am obliged to you for your advice, as I 
have been formerly for your afliftance in 
introducing me into bufinefs. I fhall this 
year be a commiffioner of the ftate-lotteryy 
which will be worth to me a hundred and 
fifty pounds. And I am not without hopes, 
that I have friends, that will think of 
fome better and more certain provifion for 
me. You fee I talk to you of myfelf, as a 
thing of confequence to you. I judge by 
myfelf i for to hear of your health and hap- 

pinefs. 
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plnjefs, will always be one of my grcateft 
fatisfajftionf . Every one, that I have nan^d 
\n the lettelr/give their fervice to you. I beg 
you tp give mine, Mr. Popes, and Mr* 
Kent's^, to Mr. Ford. I am, dear Sir, 
your moil faithful and moft Humble fervant, 

J- G A Y. 

LETTER CCXV. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Indorfed, Received 17th Nov. 1723! 

X HAVE as good a right to invade your 

folitude as lord B , Gay, or Pope, and 

you fee I make ufe of it. I know you wifli 
us all at the devil for robbing a moment 
from your vapours and vertigo. It' is no 
matter for that,; you fhall have a fheet of 
paper every poft till you come to yourfelf. 
By a paragraph in your's to Mr. Pope, I 
find you are in the cafe of the man, who 
held the whole night by a broom brufli, 
and found when day-light appeared, he was 

* A celebrated improver, to whom Pope, fpcaking of 
EjheTy a feat of the late Mr. Pelham% pays n moft 
elegant compliment : 

^< Where Kent and nature vie for Pilbam*9 love.** 
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within two inches of the ground. Yoa 
don't feem to know how well you ftand 
with our great folks, I myfelf have been 
at a great man's table^ and have heard, out 
of the mouths- of violent Irijh whigs, the 
whole table-talk turn upon your commen** 
dation. If it had not been upon the gene- 
ral topic of your good qualities, . and the 
good you did, I ihould have grown jealous 
of you* My intention in this is not to ex* 
poftulate, but to do you good, I know how 
unhappy a vertigo makes any body, that has 
the misfortune to be troubled with it. I 
might have been deep in it myfelf, if I 
had a mind, and I will propofe a cure for 
you, that I will pawn my reputation upon, 
I have of late fent feveral patients in that 
cafe to the SpUy to drink there of the Ge^ 
ronfter water, which will not carry from 
the fpot. It has fuccceded marvelloufly 
with them alL There was indeed one, 
who relapfed a little this laft fummer* be^*' 
caufe he would not take my advice, and re- 
turn to his courfe, that had been too ihort 
the year before. But, becaufe the inftances 
of eminent men are moil confpicuous, lord 
Wbit%vortkt oyxv plenipotentiary, had this 

difeafe. 
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difcafc, (which, by the way, is a little dif- 
qualifying for that employment :) he was fo 
bad, that he was often forced to catch 
hold of any thing to keep him from fall- 
ing. I know he has recovered by the ufe 
of that watery to fo great a degree, that he 
can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. 
I leave this to your confideration. Your 
friends here wifh to fee you, and none 
more than myfelf i but I really don't ad- 
vife you to fuch a journey to gratify them 
or myfclf ; but I am almoft confident, it 
would do you a great deal of good. The 
dragon is juft the old man, when he is 
roufed. He is a little deaf, but has all his 
other good and bad qualities juft as of old. 
Lord B is much improved in know- 

ledge, manner, and every thing elfe. The 
(haver * is an honefi friendly man as be- 
fore : he has a good deal to do to fmother 
his Weljh fire, which, you know, he has in 
a greater degree than fome would imagine. 
He pofts himfelf a good part of the year in 
fome warm houfe, wins the ladies money 

• * Erajmus Lewisy Efq; who in Dr. Swtfi*$ imitation 
of Horace^ £{>• vii. B. i. is fo called :' 

•« This Liwis is an errant Ihaver/* 
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at ombre^ and convinces thexn^ that they 
are highly obliged to him* Lord and 

lady Af— 1, Mr. Hill, and Mrs. Hill, 

often remember you with afFeftion, 

As for your humble fervant, with a grpat 
ftone in his right kidney, and a family of 
men and women to provide for, he is as 
chearful as ever in public affairs. He has 
kept, as Tacitus fays. Medium iter inter vHe 
feroitium et abruptam contumaciam. He nc-« 
ver rails at a great man, but to his face; 
which, I can aifure you, he has had both 
the opportunity and licence to do. He has 
fome few weak friends, and fewer ene- 
mies : if any, he is low enough to be rather 
defpifed than pufhed at by them. I am 
faithfully, dear Sir, your affectionate hum- 
ble fervant, 

J, ARBUTHNOTT. 

\ L E T T E R CCXVI. 

The Duchefs of ORMOND toDr.SWIFT. 

SIR, December the gth, 1723. 

A F I N D by your's of the 6th of Novem-^ 
ber, which I did not receive till laft night, 

t Majham^ 

that 
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that you have been fo good as to remember 
your poor relation here. But as your three 
lafl: never came to hand, I think it very 
happy, that you have kept your liberty 
thus long ; for I can't account for my not 
receiving them any other way, than that 
they were flopped in the poft-ofEce, and 
interpreted, as moft innocent things arc, 
to mean fomethihg very diftant from the 
intention of the writer or adtor. 

I am furprized at the account you give 
me of that part of Ireland yoM have been in : 
for the beft I expeft from that grateful coun- 
try is to be forgotten by the inhabitants. For 
to remember with any kindnefs one under 
the frowns of the court, is not a gift the Irijb 
are endowed with. I am very forry to hear 
you have got the fpleen, where a man of 
your {^nk muft every day meet with things 
ridiculous enough to make you laugh 3 but 
I am afraid, the jefts are too low to do fo. 
Change of air is the beft thing in the world 
for your diftemper. And if not to curp 
yourfelf, at leaft, have fo much goodnefs 
for your friends here, as to come and cure 
us } for it is a diftempcr wc over- run with, 
I am fure your company would go a great 

way 



Digitized by 



Google 



(138) 

way towards my recovery^ for I aiTure you, 
nobody has a greater value for you than I 
have, and hope I ihaU have the good for- 
tune to fee you before I die. 

I have no fort of correfpondence with the 
perfon you have, not feen, and wonder at 
nothing they do^ or do not do. 

I will let your brother * and mine know, 
that you remembered him, in my letter. 
He is as good a man as lives. 

I am afraid you will wifli you had not en- 
couraged my fcribbling to you, when you 
find I km ft ill fuch an infipid correfpon- 
dent; but with that, which I hope will 
make fome amends, am with great fincerity 
and refpeft, your moft faithful friend and 
humble fcrvant, 

M. ORMOND. 



* * In the fociety of fixteen, Charks lord Butler of 
JVe/iofiy and earl of Arran^ \iT0X\y&x to the duke of Or- 
mnd^ on whofe attainder he was elected chancellor of 
the univerfity of Oxford! 
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LETTER CCXVIL 

Lord B 6 L I N G B R O K E . t«! 
Dr. SWIFT. 

December the 25thi 1723 f* 

,W EVER letter. came more opportunely 
than your laft. The gout had made me a 
fecond vifit^ and feveral perfons were con- 
gratulating with me on the good efFcfl: of 
the waters, which had determined my for- 
mer illnefs to a diftemper fo defirable. My 
toe pained me; thefe compliments tired 
me ; and I would have taken my fever 
again to give the gout to all the company^ 
At that inftant your letter was delivered to 
me. It cleared my brow, diverted my ill 
humour, and at laft made Ine forget my 
pain* I told the perfons, who were fitting 
round my bed, and who teftified Ibme fur- 
prize at fo fudden a change, that this; power^ 
ful epiftle came from Ireland. At which> 
to fay the truth, I did not obferve, that 

t * This letter appeara to have been written from 
Franci^ though lord Bolingbrok^ had come over to £1^- 
//w^ in the latter end of yune this year, in order to 
plead his pardon, which had paiTed the feals on the 28th 
©f Maj.* 
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their furprizc dimlnifhed. But the dullefl; 
fellow among them, who. was aprieft, (for 
that happens to be the cafe fometimes in 
iSiis country) told the others, that Ireland 
formerly had been called Infuld fanSlorum : 
that, by the acquaintance he had at the/r^^ 
college, he made no doubt of her deferring 
ftill the fame appellation : and that they 
might be fure, that the three pages were 
filled with matiere d' edification et matiere de 
confolation^ which he hoped I would be fo 
good as to communicate to them. A learned 
Rojy crucian of my acquaintance, who is a 
fool of as much knowledge and as much 
wit as ever I knew in my life, fmiled at 
the dodor's fimplicity i obferved, that the 
efFeft was too fudden for a caufe fo heavy in , 
its operations ; faid a great many extrava- 
gant things about natural and theurgic ma- 
gic ; and informed us, that though the 
fages, who deal in occult fciences, have 
been laughed out of fome countries, and 
driven out of others, yet there are, to his 
knowledge, many of them in ir^/^«^. I flop- 
ped thefe gueflers, and others, who were 
perhaps ready, by affuring them, that my 
correfpondeiat wa$ neither a faint nor a 

conjuror.' 
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Nonjuror. They afked me, what he wat 
then ? I anfwered, that they fhould know 
it from yourfelf ; and opening your letter, 
i read to them in French the charader, 
^ which you draw of yourfelf. Particular 
parts of it were approved or condemned 
by every one, as every one's own habits 
induced them to judge ; but they ajl agreed, 
that my correfpondent ftood in need of more 
fleep, more viftuals, lefs ale, and better 
company. I defended you the beft I could; 
and, bad as the caufe was, I found means 
to have the laft word, which in dilputes 
you know is the capital point. The truth 
is, however, that I convinced nobody, not 
even the weakeft of the company, that is^ 
myfelf. 

I flatter my friendfhip for you with the 
hopes, that you are really in the cafe, in 
which you fay, that our friend Pope feenis 
to be ; and that you do not know your own 
cfaarafter. Or did you mean to aniufe your- 
felf, like that famous painter, who, inftead 
of copying nature, tried in one of his de- 
figns, how far it was poflible to depart from 
his original ? Whatever your intention was, 
I will not be brought in among thofe 

friends. 
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friendst whofe misfortanes hare given them 
an habttnal fourncfs. I declare to you onco 
for all* that I am not unhappy* and that I 
never fhall be fo* unlefs I fink under fon^ie 
phyfical evil* Retrench therefore the pro^ 
portion of peeviihnefs* which you fet to 
my account. You might for fevcral other 
rcafons retrench the proportions, vjrhich you 
fet to the account of others, and fo leave 
yourfelf without peevifhnefs, or without 
^xci|fe« I lament, and have always la- 
mented, your being placed in Ireland; but 
you are worfe than pcevifh, you are unjuft,; 
when you fay, that it was cither not in the 
power or will of a miniftry to place jou 
in England. Write minifier, friend Jonathan, 
and fcrape out the words, either, power, ors, 
after which the paflage will run as well, 
and be conformable to the truth of things. 
I know but one man * who had power at 
that time, and that wretched man had nei- 
ther the will nor the fkill to make a good 
ufe of it. 

We talk of characters > match me that, 
if you can, among all the odd phoenomena, 
which have appeared in the moral world* 



♦ Lord Oxford. 
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I have not ^a Tacittis by me ; but I believe, 
that I remembqr your quotation^ and as a 
mark that I hit right, I make no comment 
upoQ it. As you dcicribe your public fpirit, 
it feeiiis to me to be a diieafe, as well a^ 
• jrour peeTi£hnefs. Your propofals for rer 
forming the ilate are admirable ; tod your 
fchemcs concife* With refpcdt to your hum- 
ble fervant, you judge better than you did 
in a letter I received from you about four 
years ago. You feemed at that time not fo 
afraid of the nightingale's falling into the 
ferpent's mouth. This refledion made me 
. recoUedt, that I writ you at that time a 
' long epiftle in metre. After rumaging 
among, my papers I found it, and fend it 
with my letter : it will ferve to entertain 
you the firft faft-day. I depend on the fide- 
lity of your friendfhip, that it ihall fall 
under no eye but your own. Adjieu. 

I read in Englijh^ (for fhe underftands it) 
to a certain lady, the paffage of your letter, 
which relates to her. The Latin I moil 
generouffy concealed. She defires you to 
receive the compliments of one^ who is fo 
far from being equal to fifty others of her 
fcx, that fhe never found hcrfelf equal to 

any 
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. any one of them. She fays, that fhe had 
neither youth nor beauty, but that ihe 
hopes on the long and intimate acquaintance 
file has had with you, when you meet, if 
that ever happens, to caft fuch a mift be* 
fore your eyes, that you ihall not perceive 
flie wants either of them. 

LETTER CCXVIIL 

Lady M to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, (IndorsM, Received 20th Feb. 1723.) 

X T is impoffible for you to imagine with 
what fatisfaftion I received your kind let- 
, ter,.and though I had been fo long with- 
out hearing from you, I could never impute 
it to want of friendfhip in one, whofe 
goodnefs to me hath always been abun- 
dantly more than I could defcrve. I had 
writ often to you, but having no fafe con- 
veyance, chofe rather to enquire after your 
health and welfare, of fomc people that 
could give me an account of it. And I do . 
aflure you, from the bottom of my heart, 
there is not a perfon living I have a greater 
friendfhip for than yourfelf, and fhall have 
to the end of my life* Indeed, now, I. can 

only 
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only (hew it in expreflions, but I flatter 
xnyfelf you believe them fincere. I long 
to fee you at my retired habitation, where 
you will meet with a moft hearty welcome, 
and faithful friends, and none more fo than 
her, who is your moil afFeAionate humble 
fervant, A. M ^ ■' .. M> 

My lofd, childrtn, bro^ 
ther and fifter, are your 
humble fervants. 

LETTER CCXIX. 

lord C ^~ * to Dr. SWIFT. 

S LRj Arlington-ftrcct, June 20th, 1724. 

X O begin by confefling myfelf in the 
wrong will, I hope, be fpmc proof to you, 
that none of the ftations> whidh I have 
gone through, have hitherto had the efFeds 
upon me, which you apprehend. If a 
month's iSlence has been turned to my dif- 
advantage in your efteem, it has at leaft 
had this good efFeft, that I am convinced 
by the kindnefs of your reproaches, as well 

• Loti C ' was then lord lieutenant of Ireland* 

In the letter, to which this is an anfwer, the dean com- 
plained, that a former letter had been a month unan- 
fwered. For both thefc letters of the dean fee the vo- 
lumes publUhed by Mr. Deane Swifiy in 1765. 

Vol. IL L as 
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M by the goodncfs of your adncCj Aat 
you ftill retain fome part of yonx former 
friendihip for me, of which I am the 
more coiifident from the agreeable freedom 
with which you exprefa yourfclf : aod I 
fhall not forfeit my pretenfioo» to the Gon« 
tinuance of it, by doing any thing, that 
(hall give you occafion to think, that I am 
infenfible of it. 

But to come to the point: your firft let- 
ter is d»ted 28th May, your fecond the 9th 
of June. By the date of this you will fec^ 
that the interval of filcnce may be accounted 
for by a few ezcurfions, which I have made 
into the country : therefore I defirc you 
will put the moft favourable fcnfe. 

The principal aflEair you mention is under 
ea^amination*; and till that is over, lam 
not informed fufficiently to make any other 
judgment of the matter, than that, which I 
am naturally led to make, by the general 
averfion, which appears to it in the whole 
nation. 

* * Probably that of Mr. tTaod's patent for c<^iiung 
halfpence and farthinga for Jr/land^ which was referred 
to the lords of the privy couacil of England^ who, on 
the 24th of 7^r, 1724, <trew up a report, juftifying the 
patentee.' r n j z^ 

4 I hope 
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' t Lope the nation will not fuflTer by n^ 
being in this great ftation ; and if I can 
contriimte to its proiperity, I fhall think it 
the honour and happinefs of my life. I 
deiire you ,tD believe what I fay^ and par- 
ticularly when i profefs myielf to be widi 
great . truth. Sir, your moft faithful and 
nffedjonate hainble ferrant, C. 

LETTER CCXX. 

Lord C to Dr. SWIFT. 

S i k) A/lingtoifi-flreet^ Augufi the 4th, 1724. 

Your claim ta be the laft writer is 
what I can never allow : that is the privi- 
lege of ill writers* And I am refolved to 
give yen complcat fatisfadlion by leaving it 
with yait> vrhetbcT i (ball be tbit kft writer 
or not. Methinks I fee you throw this let* 
ter upon your table in the heighth of fpleen^ 
becauib it may have interrupted fome of 
, your more agreeable thoughts. But then^ 
in retw n^ you may bate the comfort of not 
anfweriiig it, and £0 cenvincc my lord licfu- 
tenant, that you value him lefs now than: 
you did ten years ago* I don't know but 
this might become a free fpeaker and a phi- 
L 2 lofophcr. 
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lofopher. Whatever you may think of it, 
I ftiall not be tefly, but endeavour to fliew, 
that I am not altogether infenfible of the 
force of th?t genius, which hath outfhone 
-moft of this age, and when you will dif- 
play it again, can convince us, that its 
Juftre and ftrength are ftill the fame, 
. . Once more I commit myfelf to your 
cenfure, and am. Sir, with great refpc<5t, 
your moft affedlionate humble fervant, 

LETTER GCXXI. 

Lord B O L I N G B R O K E to 
Dean SWIFT. 

September the 12th, 1724. ^ 

1 T is neither ficknefs, nor journies, nor 
ill humours, nor age, nor vexation, rior ftu- 
pidity, which has hindered me from an- 
fwering fooner your letter of the n^onth of 
^une-y but a very prudent confiderationi 
and one of the greatcft ftrains of policy I 
ever exercifed in my life. Should I anfwer 
you in a month, you might think yourfelf 

• Sep the letter, to which this is an anfwer, in the 
vol anies published by Mr. Deanc Swift. 
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obliged to anfwer me in fix; and, feared 
at the forp fatigue of writing twice a year 
to an abfent friend, you might (for ought 
cither you or I can tell) flop (hort, and not 
write at all. .Now this would difappoint 
^11 my, projects; for, to confefs the truth, 
I have, been drawing you in thcfe fevcral 
years, and by my paft fucccfs, I begin to 
hope, that in about ten more, I may efta- 
blifli a right of hearing from you once a 
quarter. ; The gout neither clears my head, 
nor wariDS my imagination, and I am 
afhamed to own to you, how near the truth 
I kept in the defcription of what pafled by 
my bedfide in thp reading of your letter. 
Tl^e fcene was really fuch as I painted it; 
and the company was much better than 
you feem to think it. When I, who pafs a 
great part, very much the greateft, of my 
life alone, fally forth into the world, I am 
very far from expe^ing tp improve myfelf 
by the converfation I find there ; and ftill 
farther from caring one jot of what pafles 
there^ In ftiort, I am no longer the bub- 
ble you knew me ; and therefore, when I 
jningle in focicty, it is purely for my amufe- 
ment. If mankind divert me (and I defy 
L 3 them 



• Digitized by 



Google 



( «5o ) 

them to give mc your diftemper, the fplccn) 
it is all I cxpeft or a{k of them. By thi« 
fincere confeflion you may perceive, that 
your great mafters of reafon are not for my 
turn; their thorough bafs benumbs my 
faculties. I feek th« fiddle or the flute^ 
ibmcthing to raifc, or fomethlng to calm 
my fpirits agreeably ; gay flights, or foothr 
ing images. I do not diflike a fellow, whofc 
imagination runs away with him, and who 
has wit enough to be half mad i nor him, 
who atones for a (canty imagination by an 
ample fund of oddncflcs and Angularity. If 
good fcnfe and great knowledge prevail a 
little too much in any character, I defire 
there may be at leafl fome latent ridicule, 
which may be called forth upon occafion, 
and render the perfon a tolerable companion. 
By this fketch you may judge of my ac^ 
quaintance. The dead friends, with whom 
I paft my time, you know. The living 
ones are of the fame fort, and therefore few. 
I pafs over that part of your letter, which 
is a kind of an elegy on a departed mini- 
fter^i and I promife you folemnly neither 
to mention him, nor think of him more, 

; ♦ The carl of O^/ir^f, who died in June^ 1724. 

till 
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till I CQtAp to do hitQ juilicc in an hlAoty 
of the firft twenty years of this century^ 
which I believe I (hall write, if I live three 
or four years longer^ But I muft take a 
little more notice of the paragraph which 
follows. The verfes I fent you are very 
bad, becaufe they are not v^ry good : meJi^ 
pcribm effe pwtis mn dii non homines^ CSc. I 
did not fend them to be admired i and you 
would do them too much honour, if you 
criticized them. P#/^took the beft party i 
for he 6dd not one word to me about theax4 
All I defire of you is to confider thein a$ 
a proof, that you have never been out of 
my thoughts, though you have been ib 
long out of my &|^t ; and, if I remember 
you upon paper for the future, it ihall be 
in profe. 

I muft, on this occafion fet you right, a| 
to an opinion, which I (hould be very forry . 
to have you entertain concerning me» The 
term e^ritfort, in Engli/h free-thinker, is, 
according to my obfervation, ufually applied 
to them, whom I look upon to be the pefts 
of fociety ; becaufe their endeavours are 
directed to loofen the bands of it, and to 
take at lead one curb out of the n^outh of 
L 4 that 
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that wil4 b^^ man,, when it would be well 
if he was checked by half a fcorc others. 
Nay, they go farther. Revealed religion is 
a lofty and pompous ftruAure, erefted clofe 
to the humble and plain building of natural 
religion. Some have objcdled to yau, who 
.are the architedts et les concierges, (we want 
that word in Englifh) of the formerj, to you 
who build, or at Icaft repair the houfe, and 
whp (hew the rooms, that, to ftrengthen 
fome parts of your own building, you ihake 
and even fap the foundation of the other/ 
And between you and I, Mr. Dean, this 
charge niay be juftified in feveral inftances ; 
but ftill your intention is not. to demolish 2 
whereas the efpritjhrti or the free-thinker^ 
is fo fet upon pulling down your houfe 
about your ears, that if he was let alone, 
he would deftroy the other for being fo near 
it, and mingle both in one coqimon ruin. I 
therefore not only difown, but deteft this 
charadlc'r. If indeed Ijy ejpritfort^ or free-^ 
thinker, you only mean a man, who makes 
a free ufe of his reafon, who fearches after 
truth without paflion or prejudice, and ad-^ 
heres inviolably to it, you mean a wife and 
feoneft man^ and fuch an one as I labour to 

be, 
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be. The faculty of diftinguifliing between 
right and wrong, true and falfe, which we 
call reafon, or common fenfe, which is 
given to every mkn by our bountiful Crea* 
tor, and which moft -men lofe by negledt, 
is the light of the mind, and ought to guide 
all operations of it. To abandon this rule, 
and to guide our thoughts by any other, is 
full as abfurd, as it would be, if you (hould 
put out your eyes, and borrow even the beft 
ftaif, that ever was in the family of the 
ftaffs, wjiien you fet out upon one of your 
dirty journies. Such free-thinkers as thefe 
I am fifre you cannot, even in your apofto- 
iical capacity, difapprove : for fince the 
truth of the divine revelation of Chriftianity 
is as evident, as matters of fadt, on the belief 
of which fo much depends, ought to be, and 
agreeable to ?ll our icjeas of juftice, thelfe 
free-thinkers muft needs be Chriftians on 
the beft foundation; on that, which St. Paul 
himfelf eftablifhed, I think it was St, Paul, 
omnia probate y quod bonum eji, tenete^ 

But you have a further fecurity from 
thefe free-thinkers^ I do riot fay a better, 
and it is this : the perfons I am defcribing 
think for thepifelvesj^ and to themfelves. 

Shourd 
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Should they unhappily not be convinced by 
your arguments^ yet they will certainly 
think it their duty not to difturb the peace 
of the world by oppofing you *• The peace 



* Notwithftanding the declarations made by lord Bo-*^ 
Bngbroke in this letter, he left his writings againft relitr 

f;ion toMr. Mallet, with a view to their being pub- 
i(hed, as appears by his will i and with a pofitive and 
direfl Lnjun<5ticn to publifli them, as appears by a letter 
from Mr. MfilUt to lord Hjdfy vifcount C^mhwy, now 
in the Britijb Mu/ium. We have therefore his lordilbip'^ 
own authority to fay, that he was one of the pefts of lo* 
ciety, even if the opinions, whkh he has advaiiced againft. 
religion, are true ; for his endeavour is certainly dire£le4 
to loofen the band of it, and to take at le^ one curb 
out of the mouth c^ that wild beaft man, Exprcfly to 
direct the publication of writings, which^ he believed^ 
would fubvert the morals and the happinefs of fociety, 
at a time when he could derive no private advantage 
from the mifchief, was perhaps an ad of wickednefe 
more purely diabolical, th^n any hitherto upon record 
IB the hiftory of any age or nation* Afalkt had a pecti« 
Atary temptation to afTaflii^^te the morals and happinef^ 
of his country at Bolingbrokis inftigation ; his crime 
therefore is not equally a proof qf natural deprarvity^ 
though it is impoiEble to fuppofe he had leis conviction 
of the mifchief he was doing ^ and it is alfo impoffible to 
litppofe, that he couid feriouily think any obirgatron to 
print BMngbroki^ infidelity, in confequence of his in* 
jundiion, equivalent to the obligation he was under to 
liipprefs it, arifing Arom the duty^ which, as a man, be 
Crwed to human nature. 

The paragraph in lord Bolingbroi/% will, hy which 
bis writings are bequeathed to Malla, the letter, 
which lord C^rnhury wrote to Mfilet, upon bearing he 
was about to publiih the letters, including thofe on Sa« 
cred hiftory, and Malleus anfwer,' are, for die reader^ 
£itis£idion, printed at the end of this colle£lion. Lord 

Cornbury*i 
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md happineO; of mankind is the great aim 
of thefc frcc-thinkcrs ; and, therefore, aft 
thofe among them, who remain incredulous, 
will not oppoft you, fo thofe, whom reafon, 
enlightened by grace, has made believers, 
may be forry, and may exprefs their forrow^ 
as I have done, to fee religion perverted to 
purposes fo contrary to her triie intention, 
and firft defign. Can a good Chriftian be- 
hold the minifters of the meek and hum- 
ble Jefus exercifing an infolent and cruel 
ufurpation over thieir brethren ? Or the 
meflengers of peace and good news fetting 
all mankind together by the ears ? Or that 
religion, which breathes charity and uni- 
verfal benevolence, fpilling more bloody ^ 
upon reflexion and by lyftem, than the 
moft barbarous heathen ever did in the heat 
of aftion, *and fury of conqueft ? Can he 
behold all this without an holy indigna- 
tion, and not be criminal ? Nay, when he 
turns his eyes from thofe tragical fcenes, 
and eonfiders the ordinary tcnour of things, 
do you not think he will be (hocked to ob- 

C^mtef/s Ittter is a iponuinent, that will do more h6^ 
nour to his memory, than all that mere wit or valour b2% 
attchicvcd fiiicc the world began. 

ferve 
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Tervc metaphyfics fubilituted to the thcorjr^ 
and ceremony to the pradtice»of morality ? 

I make no doubt but you are by this time 
abundantly convinced of my orthodoxy, 
and that you will name me no more in the 
fame breath with Spinofa^ whofe fyftem of 
one infinite fubilance I defpife and abhor, 
as I have a right to do, becaufe I am able 
to (hew why I defpife and abhor it. 

You defire me to return home, and you^ 
proniife me, in that cafe, to come to Lon-* 
doHy load(n with your travels. I am forry 
to tell you, that London is, in my appre- 
henfion, as little likely as Dublin to be bur 
place of rendezvous. The reafons for this 
apprchenfion I paft over; but I. cannot; 
agree to what you advance with the air of a 
maxim, that exile is the greateft punilh- 
ment to men of virtue, becaufe virtue con- 
fifts in loving our country. Examifie the 
nature of this love, from whence it arifes, 
how • it is nouriflied, what the bounds and 
peafures of it are ; and after that, you will 
difcovcr, how far it is virtue, and where it 
becomes fimplicity, prejudice, folly, and 
even enthufiafm. A virtuous man in exile 
may properly enough be filled unfortunate 4 

but 
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but he cannot be called unhappy. Vgtt 
remember the reaibn, which Brutus gave> 
becaufe, wherever he goes, he carries bis 
virtue with him. There is a certain bulky 
volume, which grows daily, and the title of 
which muft, I think, be NoSles Galliae. 
' Thereydu may perhaps one day or other fee 
a differtation upon this fubjeft : and to rec- 
tum you threatening for threatening^ you 
fliall be forced to read it out, though you 
yawn from the firft to the laft pagfe. ' 

The word Ireland was ftruck out of the 
paper you mention ; that is, to fatisfy your 
curiofity, and to kindle it anew, I will 
tell you, that this anecdote, which I know 
not how you came by, is neither the only 
one, nor the moft confiderable one of the 
fame kind. The perfon you are fo inqui- 
fitive about *, returns into England the lat- 
ter end of Odioher. She has fo great a mind 
to fee you, that I am not fure fhe will not 
undertake a journey to Dublin. It is not fo 
far from London to Dublin^ as from &patn to 
Padua ; and you are as well worth feeing 
as Livy. But I had much rather you would 
leave the humid climate, and the dull com- 

* Hi« lord(hip*« fecond wife, a Frtnch lady. 

pwy. 
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pktiy^ in Tdbicfa> according to yoOf ^urfiottut^ 
ft man might grow old between twenty and 
thirty. Set your foot on the eontinent; I 
dxrt promiii^ that you wilU in a fortnU^hr^ 
have gone back the ten years yon lament ib 
much^ and be returned to that age, at 
which I left yoo. With what {^eaford' 
ihould I hear yon intir vmafm^am BtdUt 
wuerert proteroaf Adiea« 

LETTER CCXXU. 



L* Abb^ des FONTAINES* k 
Monfieur SWIFT. 

J J 
Al rhonncur, monficuri de vous en* 

voyer la 2dc edition de votre ouvrage, que 

j^ai traduit en Franfots^ Je vous aurois en* 

voye la premiere, fi je n'avois pas et^ oblige, 

pour des raifons, que je ne puis vous dire, 

d'inferer dans la preface un endroit, dont 

• PeUr trancis Guyet des fonfalnes^ born at Roan in 
Nirmandjh, 29 JnrUf 1685. He^ttrrd iftCO the bcktf 
of the Jefuiis in 1700 ; but quitted it fixtjeen years after* 
He livea for fbme years with the cardinal J^Auvergne^ 
wd died at Ptfrji, x6 Dmm^y 174.59 besing well known 
for feveral works, and particuUrly for his Obfervationt 
fur les ecrkt tMdertus^ in a J^reat number of volumes/ 

vous 
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votts n'auries pas eu lieu d'etre content, c* 
que j'ai mis afiurement malgr^ moi^ 
ComnM le livre s'eft debits fans contradict 
tioi# CCS raifons ne fubiiftent plus, et j'al 
auflitdt fupprim^ cet endroit dans la 2de 
edition, comme vous verrez. J*ai auffi cor- 
rige I'endroit de monfieur Carteret, fur U^ 
quel j'avois eu de faux memoires. Vout 
trouverez, moniieur, en beaucoup d'endroiti 
une traduction peu iidelei mais tout ce qui 
plait en jtng/eterre, n'apas ici le meme agr^« 
ment ; foit parce que les moeurs font difFe- 
rentes, foit parceque que les allufions et les 
allegories, qui font fenfibles dans une pays, 
ne les font pas dans une aiHitre ) foit enfin 
parce que le godt des deux nations n'eft 
pas le na^me. J*ai voulu donner aux Fran-- 
fms un li^e, qui fut a leur ufage : voila ce 
qui m'a rendu tradudeur libre et peu fidele. 
J'ai meme pris la liberty d'ajouter, felon 
que v6tre imagination eft echauffbit la mi-* 
enne. C'eft a vous feul, monfieur, que je 
fuis redevable de rhoaneur, que me f;jit 
cctte tradu<ition, qui k ct^ debit^e icy' avec 
une rapidit^ etonnante, et done il y'a deja 
trois editions* Je fuis penetr^ d'une fi grande 
eftime pour vous, ct je vous fuis fi oblige, 
' qui 
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qui fi la fuppreflion, que j'ai faite, ne roui 
i^isfait pas entierement, je fairai voIohh* 
tiers encore d'avantage pour effacer jufqu'au 
fouvenir de cet endroit de la preface : au 
furplusje vousfupplie^ monfieur, dcvouloit 
bien faire atteation ala juAicej queje vous 
ai rendu dans la meme preface* 

On fe flatte, monfieur, qu'on aura bien 
tot rhonneur de vous poflcder ici. Tous 
vos amis vous attendent avec impatience* 
On ne parle ici que de votre arriv^e; et tout 
Paris fouhaitte de vous voir. Ne deferres 
pas notre fatisfadtion : vous verrez un peu* 
pie, qui vous eftime infinement. En at* 
tendant je vous demande, monfieur> Thon- 
neur de v6tre amiti^> ct vous prie d'etre per* 
fuad^, que perfonne ne vous honore plus 
que moi> etn'eft avec plus de confideration 
ct d'eftime, votre tres humble, et trcs 
obeiffant ferviteur, 

L'Abb^ des FONTAINES. 

Mr. Arhuthnott a bien voiilu fe charger 
de vous faire tenir cette lettre avec 
Fexemplairey que j'ai Thonneur do 
V0U8 envoyer. 



LET- 
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LETTER CCXXIiL 
R E P O N S E de Monfieur SWIFT* 

X L y a plus d'un mois que j'ay reciie v6lrc 
lettre du 4^ de j^a///<?/', Monfieur; maisrcx- 
emplaire de 2de edition de votre ouvrage 
ne m'a pas cte encore remis. J'^y lu la 
preface de la premiere ; et vous me per- 
mettrez de vous dire, que j'ay ete fort fur- 
pris d'y voir, qu'en me donnant pour pa- 
trie un pais, dans lequel je fuis ne> vous 
ayes; trouve a propos de m'attribuer un li- 
Vre, qui porte le nom dc fon auleur, qui a 
eu Ic malheur de deplaire a quelques uns 
de nos miniftres, et qui, je n*ay jamais 
avoue. Cette plainte, qui je fais^dc v6tre 
conduite a mon cgard, ne m'empeche pas de 
Vous rendre jufticc. Les tradudteurs donnent 
pour la plupart des louanges exceffives aux 
ouvrages, qu'ils traduifent, et s'imaginent 
peut etre, que leur reputation depend en 
quelque fa^on de celles des auteurs, qu'ils 
t)nt choifis. Mais vous avez fcnti vos forces, 
qui vous mettent au deffus de pareilles pre- 
cautions. Capable de corriger un mauvais 
Vol. II. M livrc. 
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livrc, cntreprifc plus difficile, que cellc d'ea 
compofer un bon, vous n'avez pas craint 
de donner au public la traduction d'un ou- 
vrage, que vous afTurcE etre plcin de polli- 
foneries, de fottifes, de pucrilites, &c. Nous 
convenons icy, que le gout des nations n'eft 
pas toujours le meme. Mais nous fommes 
portes a croire, que le bon gout eft meme le 
par tout, ou il y a des gehs d'efprit, de juge- 
ment ct de fcavoir. Si done les livres du 
fieur Gullher ne font calcules que pour les 
iflcs Britanniques^ ce voyageur doit paffer 
pQur un tres pitoyable ecrivain. Les memes 
vices et le memes follies regncnt par tout, 
du moins, dans tons les pais civilifes de 
V Europe: et I'auteur, qui n'ecrit que pour 
une ville, une province, un royaume on 
meme un fiecle, merite fi peu d'etre traduit, 
qu'il ne merite pas d'etre lu, 

Les partifans de ce Gulliver^ qui ne laif- 
fent pas d'etre en fort grand nombre chez 
nous, foutiennent, que fon livre durera au- 
tant que notrc langage, parce qu'il ne tire 
pas fon merit^ de certaincs modes ou ma- 
nieres de penfer et de parler, mais d'une 
fuite d'obfervations fur les imperfedtians^^ 
les follies^ et les vices de Thomme. 

Vous 
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VoUS jUgez bien, que les gens, dont jc 
Viens de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort 
votre critique, et vous ferez fans doute fur- 
pris de fcavoir, qu'ils regardent ce chirur- 
gicn de vaifTeau, comme un auteur grave, 
qui ne fort jamais de fon ferieux, qui n*em- 
pfunte aucuri fard, qui he fe pique point 
d'avoir de Tcfpfit, et qui fe colitente de 
communiquer au public dans unc narratipn 
fimple et naive les avantures, qui lui font 
arrivees, et les chofes^ qu'il a vu ou entendu 
dire pendant fes voyages. 

Quant a Tarticle qui regarde my lord 
Carteret^ fans m'informer d'ou vous tirez 
Vos memoireSj je vous diray, que vous n'avez 
ccrit que la moiti^ de la verite ; et que ce 
Drapier ou reel ou fuppofe 4 fauve VIrlande, 
enmettant toute la nation contre un projet, 
qui devoit enrichir au depenfe du public 
un certain nombre de particuliers. 

Plufieurs accidens, qui font arrive, m'em- 
pecheront de faire le voyage de France pre- 
fentement, et je ne, fuis plus aifez jeune 
pour me flatter de retrouver une autre oc- 
cafion. Je fcais, que j'ay perdu beaucoup, 
et je fuis tres fenfible a cette perte. L'uni- 
que confolation, qui me refte, c'eft de fon- 
. ^ Mi' ger. 
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gcr, qucj'cn fupporteray mieux la pals, aa 
quel la fortune m'a condamne. Je fuis, &C« 

LETTER CCXXIV. 
LORD BOLINGfiROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, July the 24th, 1 7 25. 

jyi R. Ford will tell you how I do, ancj 
w.hat I do. Tired with fufpence, the only 
infupportable misfortune of life, I defired, 
after nine years of autumnal proniifes and 
vernal excufes, a decifion 5 and very little 
cared what that decifion was, provided it 
left me a liberty to fettle abroad, or put 
me on a foot of living agreeably at home« 
The wiidom of the nation has thought fit, 
inflead of granting (o reafonable a requeft, 
to pafs an ad:, which fixing my fortune 
unalterably to this country, fixes my perfon 
^here alfo: and thofe, who had the leaft 
mind to fee me in England^ have made it 
impoffible for me to live any where elfe* 
Here I am then, two-thirds reftored, my 
perfon fafe, (unlcfe I meet hereafter with 
harder treatment than even that of Sir 
Walter Raleigh) and my eftate, with all the 
other property I have acquired, or may 

acquire. 
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tcquire, feCured to me. But the aflaindcr 
is kept carefully atid prudently in force, 
left fo corrupt a member fliould come agaia 
into the houfe of lords, and his bad leaven 
fliould four that fwcet,^ untainted maf^. 
Thus much I thought I might fay about 
my private affairs to ah old friend, without 
diverting him too long from his labours to 
promote the advantage of th« church and 
ftate of Ireland\ or, frorn his travels into 
thofe countries of giants and pigmies, from 
whence he imports a cargo * I value at an 
higher rate than that of the richeft galeon, 
'pard brought the dean of Derry \ to fee 
me* Unfortunately for me, I was then out 
of towns and the journey of the former into 
Ireland will perhaps defer for fome time 
my making acquaintance with the other; 
which I am forry for, I would not by any 
means lofe the opportunity of knowing a * 
man, who can efpoufe in good earnefl the 

* This is very obfcure : Gulliver was not then pyb- 
lifhed. Perhaps Berhley brought Bolingbroke a. copy of 
the MS. Former^ I fuppofe, is Sivifiy called an old friend: 
other is Berkeley ; but the nominative cafe is fo remote, 
\hzt former and other fcarce make the fenfe intelligible." 
This letter is dated^in 1725 ; Gulliver*$ travels were firft 
publiihedjn 1726. 

t DoAox Birieley. 

* M 3 fyftem 



Digitized by 



Google 



(i66) 

fyftem of father Malkbrancbe^ and who is 
fond of going a miffionary into the Wejl 
Indies %. My zeal for the propagation of 
the Gofpel will hardly carry me fo far ; but 
my ipleen againft Europe has, more than 
once^ made me thiak of buying the domi^ 
nion of Bermudas^ and fpcnding the remain-* 
der of my days as far as poflible from thofe 
people, with whom I have paft the firft and 
greateft part of my life. Health and every 

t Dr. Berkeley formed a dcfign of iixing ^n univerfity 

in the Bermudas^ for the improvement of our colonies, 

and the education of /n^/^/ij, to be employed as mifSof 

naries among their countrymen. For this college he 

obtained a charter, in which he was appointed prefident, 

and a certain number of fellows, felefted by bifnfelf, 

were incorporated ; but the defign mifcarried for want 

of money. The fyftem of Mallebrancbe here referred to, 

was, " that our ideas are diftinfi from ova underftand^ 

ing, and that we fee all things in God.*' In other words, 

that material objeds are not the caufes of our ideas. 

'Berkeley^ in the early part of his life, wrote a differtation 

againft the exiftence of material beings, and external 

objefts, with fuch fubtilty, that Whifton acknowledged 

himfelf unable to confute it, and recommended the ta(k 

to Dr. Clarke. The Dr. however did not perform it j 

and the differtation remains unanfwered to this tiipc, 

except what has been attempted by Baxter in his treatiftp 

on the foul. 

Bayle fays, that Mallebrancbe^ s fyftem was only that of 
Democritus^ amended and unfolded. 

See a farther account of Dr. Berkeley^ in a letter from 
Swift to lord Carteret J dated September 3d, 1724, lately 
publifhed in two pofthumous volumes by Mr. Deam 
Swi/i. 

Other 
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Other natural comfort of life is to be had 
there, better than here. As to imaginary 
and artificial pleafures, we are philofophers 
enough to defpife them. What fay you ? 
Will you leave your Hibernian flock to fome 
other fhepherd, and tranfplant yourfelf with 
me into the middle of the Atlantic ocean ? 
We will forni a fociety more reafonable, 
and more ufeful, than that of doctor Berk^ 
ley's college : and I promife you folemnly, 
as fupreme magiftrate, not to fuifer the 
currency of Wood's halfpence : nay, the 
coiner of them fhall be hanged, if he pre- 
fumes to fet his foot on our ifland. 

Let me hear how you are, and what you 
do; and if you really have any latent 
kindnefs flill at the bottom of your heart 
for me, fay fomething very kind to me, 
for I don't diflike being cajoled. If your 
heart tells you nothing, fay nothing, that 
I may take the hint, and wean myfelf from 
you by degrees. Whether I fhall compafs 
it or no, God knows : but, furely this is 
the properefl place in the world to renounce 
friendfhip in, or to forget obligations. 
Mr. Ford fays,, he will be with us again 
by the begirtning of the winter. Your 
M 4 Jiar 
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^r* will pifebably hindcf you from taking^ 
th^e fame journey. Adieu, dear dean, t 
had fometbing inorc to fay to you, almoft 
as importaot as what I have faid already ,( 
but company comes in upon oic, and re- 
lieves you. ' » 

LETTER CCXXV. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr- SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, London, Oftober 17th, 1725, 

1 H A V E the vanity to think, that a few 
friends have a real concern for me, and arQ 
uneafy when I am in diftrefs ; in confe-i 
quencc of which, I ought to communicate 
with them the joy of my recovery. I did 
not want a moit kind paragraph in your 
letter to Mr. Po^e, to convince me, that 
you are of the number ; and I know, that I 
give you a fenfible pleafure in telling you, 
' that I think myfelf at this time almoft per- 
. fcAly recovered of a moft unufual and dan- 
gerous diftemper, an impofthume in the 
bowels ; fuch a one, that had it been in thd 
hands of a chirurgeon, in an outward and 

• Mrs. John/on^ the lady whom he celebrated by the 
name of Stelia. 

fle% 
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fitfhy part, I iliould not have been well 
thefe three months, Duke Difney, our old 
friend, is in a fair way to recbver of fuch 
another/ There have been feveral of them 
occafioned, as I reckon, by the cold arid 
wet feafon. People have told mc of new 
impoftures (as they called them) fevery day. 
Poor Sir William Wyndham is an impojhre: 
I hope the Batby where he is going, will 
do him good. The hopes of feeing once 
more the dean of St. Patrick's revives my 
fpirits, I cannot help imagining fome of 
your old club met together like mariners 
after a ftorm. ForGod's fake do not tanta- 
lize your friends any more. I can prove by 
twenty unanfwerable arguments, that it is 
abfolutely neceflkry, that you (hould come 
over to England; that it would be commit- 
ting the greateft - abfuf dity that ever was, 
not to do it the next approaching winter. 
I belie ve> indeed, it is juft poflible to favc 
your foul without it, and that is all. As 
for your book * (of which I have framed 
to myfelf fuch an idea, that I am perfuaded, 
tbere is no doing any good upon mankind 
without it) I will fet the letters myfelf. 



* GuUivef\ travels. 



rather 
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rather than that it (hould not be publiflied. 
But before you put the finifhing hand to it, 
it is really neceflary to be acquainted with 
fome new improvements of mankind, that 
have appeared of late, and are daily appear- 
ing. Mankind has an inexhauftible fource 
of invention in the way of folly and mad- 
ncfs. I have only one fear, that when yqu 
come over, you will be fo much coveted 
and taken up by the miniftry ; that, unlef& 
your friends meet you at their tables, they 
will have none of your company. This i^ 
really no joke; I am quite in earneft. 
Your deafnefs is fo neceflary a thing, that 
I almofl begin to think it an affeftation. 
I remember you ufed to reckon dinners. 
I know of near half a year's dinners, where 
you are already befpoke. It is worth your 
while to come to fee your old friend Lewis, 
who is wifer than ever he was, the beft of 
hufbands. I am fure I can fay from my own 
experience, that he is the beft of friends. 
He was fo to me, when he had little hope 
I fhould ever live to thank him. 

You muft acquaint me before you take 
journey, that we may provide a convcnieat 
lodging for you amongft your friends. I am 

called 
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called away this moment, and have only 
time to add, that I love and long to fee you, 
and am moft fincerely, dear Sir, your moil 
faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT, 

LETTER CCXXVI. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to 
Dr. SWIFT, then in London *, 



I 



DEAR SIR, (Indorfed, 1726.J 

HAVE been at your lodgings this 
morning, but you was out early. Her 
royal highnefs begs the honour of a vifit 
from you on I'hurfday night at (tv^n o'clock* 
You are to be attended by, dear Sir, your 
moft faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

I hope you will not engage yourfelf at 
that hour 5 but I (hall fee you before 
that time. Tuefday, 3 o'clock-. 

• The Dean went to London in the beginning of 
Jpril, 1726 \ and this invitation was made by her royal 
highnefs, afcerwardls queen Caroline^ foon sfter i but 'm 
i»;icertain on what day* 
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LETTER CCXXVU. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALLf, 

Twickenham, July 15, 1726. 

J. W I S H you would fend me a com* 
mon bill in forih upon any. banker for one 
hundred pounds, and I will wait for it> 
and in the mean time borrow where I can. 
What you tell me of Mrs. Jobnfon^ I have 
long cxpcfted, with great opprcffion and 
heavinefs of heart. We have been pcrfed 
friends, thefe thirty-^ five years* Upon my 
advice they both came to Ireland, and have 
been ever fince my conftant companions j; 
and the. remainder of my life will be ? 
very melancholy fcene, when one of them^ 
is gone, whom I moft cit^emed^ upon the 
fcore of every good cjuality, that can pofli^ 

t This gentleman was a faundlinff, and Swift ufed 
to call him Melchifedeck^ becaufe Melchifedeck is faid ta 
have had neither father nor mother : he was a clergy- 
man, a mafter of arts, a reader, and a vicar of Swift's 
cathedral, and mafter of the fong : be was nearly of the 
Pean's own ftanding in the college^ had good fenfe, 
and much humour. His wife was a vroimji of great 
fprightlinefs, good-nature, and generofity ; j:emarkably 
cleanly, and elegant in her perfon, in her houfe, and at 
her table ; the JDean therefore was of his guefls, and 
tsontradted great intimacy with him. 

4 bly 
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bly recotnmeftd a human creature. I have 
thefe two months feen through Mrs. Ding^ 
/(y's difguifes J. And, indeed, ever fincc I 
left you, my heart hath been fo funk, that 
I have not been the fame man, nor ever 
{hall be again; but drag on a wretched lifc^ 
till it ihall pleafe God to call me away. J 
muft tell you,, as a friend, that if you have 
reafbn td believe Mrs* Jobnfon cannot hold 
out till my return, I would not think c( 
coming to Ireland; and, in that cafe, I 
would expert of yoti, in the beginning of 
^€ptember\ to renew my licence for another 
half yeaf ; which time I will fpend in fome 
retirement far from Londdn^ till I can be in 
a difpofitidn of appearing, after an accident, 
that mijft be fo fatal to my quiet* Iwilh it 
could be brought about, that fhe might 
make^ hq,r w;ill. Hen intentions are to leave 
the intereft of all her fortune to her mother 
and fifter, daring their lives, and after- 
wards to Dr. Stephens'^ hofpital, to. pur- 
chafe lands for fuch ufcs there, as fhe defigns* 
Think how I am difpofed while I write this, 
and forgive the. incoafiftencies. I woukl 

X Probably endeavouring to conceal Ult^^Jshnfin^i^ 
dtsinger, in tcnJemefs to the Dean, • • 

not 
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fiOt for the univerfe be prefent at fuch 2 
trial of feeing her depart. She will be 
among friends, that, upon her own account 
and great worth, will tend her with all 
poffible care, where I (hould be a trouble 
to her, and the greatdft torment to myfelf 
In cafe the matter fhould be defperate, I 
would have you advife, if they come to 
town, that they fhould be lodged in fome 
airy healthy part, and not in the deanry i 
which befides, you know, cannot but' be a 
very improper thing for that houfe to breathe 
her laft in* This I leave to your difcretion^ 
.and I conjure you to burn this ktter imme«r 
diately, without telling the content's of it 
to any perfon alive. Pray write to me every 
week, that I may know what fteps to takei 
for I am determined not to go to Ire/and, 
to find her juft dead, or dying. Nothing 
but extremity could make me fo familiar 
with thofe terrible words, applied to fuch. 
a dear friend. Let her know, I have bought 
her a repeating gold watch, for her eafe in 
winter nights* I defigned to have furprifed 
her with it ; but now I would have her 
know it, that (he may fee how my thoughts 
are always to make her eafy. I am of 

opinion. 
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Opinion, that there is not a greater folly than 
to contract too great and intimate a friend- 
fliip, which muft always leave the furvivor 
mifefable* On the back of Brerefon's note 
there was written the .account of Mrs. 
JoAnfon's ficknefs. Pray, in your next, 
avoid that miftake, and leave the backfide 
Wank- When you have read this letter twice, 
arid retain what I defire, pray burn it ; and * 
let all I have faid lie only in your own 
breaft. Pray write every week, I have 
(till I know further) fixed on Auguji the 
fifteenth to fet out for Ireland. I ftiall con- 
tinue or alter my meafures acording to your 
letters. Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr. Dobbsy of the college, that 
I received his letter ; but cannot poffibly 
anfwer it, which^ I certainly would, if I 
had materials. As to what you fay about 
promotion, you will find it was given im- 
mediately to MauJe^ as I am told ; and I 
affure you I had no offers, nor would accept 
them. My behaviour to thofe in powec 
hath been dircftly contrary, fince I came 
hcire. I had rather have good news froni 
you than Canterbury ^ though it were given 
me upon my own terms. 

^ L E T^ 
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LETTER CCXXVIIL 

Lord B O L I N G B R O K E to this 
Thee Yahoos* of Twickenham^ J O N A-» 
THAN, ALEXANDER, JOHN *> 

MOST EXCELLENT -TRIUMVIRS OJ^ 

. PARNASSUS, 

X HOUGH you are probably very in* 
difFereht where I am> or what I am doing j. 
vet I refolve to believe the contrary^ I per* 
fuade myfelf, that you have fent at leaft 
fifteen times within this fortnight Xo^fDaw^ 
ley farm, and that you are e^ttremely mor-- 
tified at my long filence. To relieve you 
therefore from this gf eat anxiety of mindi 
I can do no lefs than write a few lines to 
you ; and I pleafe myfelf beforehand with 
the vaft pleafure, which this epiftle muft 
needs give you. That I may add to this 
pleafure, and give you further proofs of 
my beneficent temper, I will likewife in-* 
form you, that I fhall be in your neigh-^ 
bourhood again by the end of next week ; 
by which time I hope that Jonathans ima* 

♦ Jf>fen Gay. 

+ The country refidciice of brd BoUnghrohy fieaf 
Cranford in MiddUfex. 

' gination 
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gination of bufinefs will be fucceeded by 
fome imagination more becoming a pro- 
feflbr of that divine fcience, la bagatelle. 
Adieu, Jonathan, Alexander y John I mirth 
be with you. 

From the banks of the Severne^ Jidy the 23, 1726. 

LETTER CCXXIX, 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL. 

London, Auguft 6, 1726. 

XTlT the time that I had your letter, with 
the bill, (for which I thank you) I received 
another from Dr. Sheridan, both full of the 
melancholy account of our friend. The 
dodtor advifes me to go over at the time I 
intended, which I how dcfign to do, and to 
fet out on Monday the fifteenth from hence. 
However, if any accident (hould happen 
to me, that you do not find me come over 
on the firft of September, I would have you 
renew my licence of abfence from the fe- 
cond of September, which will be the day 
that my half year will be out ; and fince it 
is not likely, that you can anfwer this, fo 
ajs to reach me before I leave London, I 
defire you will write to mc, direded to 
Vol. IL N Mrs,, 
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Mrs, Kenaby in Cbefter^ where I defign to 

fet up, and fhall hardly be there in lefs than 

a fortnight from this time ; and if I (hould 

then hear our friend was no more> I might 

probstbly be abfent a month or two io famo 

parts of Derbyjhtre^ ox Wales^ However, 

you need not renew the licence till the firft 

of September ; and, if I conae not, I will 

write to you from Chejier. This unhappy 

aifair is the greateft trial I ever bad ; and I 

think you are unhappy in having tonverfed 

fo much with that pcrfon. under fuch.cir- 

cumftances.. Tell Dr. Sheridan, I had his 

letter ; but care not ta anfwer it. I wifh 

you would give me your opinion, at Che-- 

fier, whether I fhall come over or no. I 

Ihall be ^ there, God willing, on Thurfday, 

the eighteenth inftant. This is enough to 

fay, in my prefent fituation, I am, C^c. 

My humble fervicc and thanks to 
Mrs. ff^vrrallj for the care of our 
friend, which 1 flidll never for^ 
get. ' - 
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LETTER CCXXX. 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, Efq; after- 
Wards Earl of BatA, to Dr. SWJFT. 

DEAR SIR, London^, Sept the 3d, 1726. 

I RECEIVED the favour of yout kind 
letter at my lord Cbetnsyn'si and though 
you had fo much goodtiefs, as to foi^bid 
my anfwering it at that time; yet I ibould 
be inexcufable, now I have perfectly reco- 
vered my health and ftrength> if I did not 
return you my very hearty thanks for your 
concern for me during my illnefs* Though 
oitr acquaintance has not been of long date, 
yet I think I may venture to afliire you, 
that, even among your old friends, you 
have not many, who have a jufter .regard 
for your merit than I have. I could wiih, 
that thofe, who are more able to ferve you 
than I am, had the fame defire of doing it. 
And yet me thinks, now I coniider it, and 
refle<ft who they at^e, I fhould be foxry they 
had the merit of doing fo right a thing* 
As well as I wi(h you, I would rather not 
have you provided for yet, than provided 
for by thofe that I- don't like. Mr. P^/^ tells 
N a ^ me^ 
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mc, that wc (hall fee you in fpring. When 
we meet again, I flatter myfelf we fhall not 
part fo foon ; and I am in hopes you will 
allow me a longer ftiare of your company 
than you did. All I can fay to eijgage you 
to come a little oftener to my houfe, is, to 
promife, that, you fhall not have one difti 
of meat at my table fo difguifed, but you 
fhall eafily know what it is. You fhall have 
a cup of your own for fmall beer and wine 
mixed together ; you fliall have no women 
at table, if you don't like them, and no 
men, but fuch as like you. I wifhed migh- 
tily to be in London before you left it, 
having fomething, which I would willingly 
have communicated you, that I do not think 
fo difcreet to truft to a letter. Do not let 
your expeftations be raifed, as if it was a 
matter of any great confequence : it is not 
that, though I fhould be mighty glad you 
knew it, and perhaps I may foon find a way 
of letting you do fo. 

Our parliament, they now fay, is not to 
meet till after Chrijlmasy the chief bufinefs 
of it being to give money. It may be pro-^ 
per the miniflers fhould know, a little be- 
fore it meets, how much farther they have 

run 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i8i ) 

run the nation in debt, -that they may pru- 
dently conceal or provide what they think 
fit. I am told, that many among us begin 
to grumble, that England fhould be obliged 
to fupport the charge of a very expenfive 
war, whilft all the other powers of Europe 
arc in peace. But I will enter no farther 
into public matters, taking it for granted, 
that a letter directed to you, and franked 
by me, cannot fail of raifing the curiofity 
of fome of our vigilant minifters> and that 
they will open it ; though we know it is 
not cuftomary for them fo to do. Mrs. P«/- 
teney is very much your humble fervant, 
and I am, with great truth. Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 

LETTER CCXXXI. 
Mr. GAY to Dr, S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept, the i6th, l^^6. 

O I N C E I wrote laft, I have been al- 
ways upon the ramble. I have been in 
Oxford/hire with the duke and duchefs of 
^eenjberry, and at Peterjkam, and where- 
foever they would carry me; but as they . 
N 7, will 
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will go to WUtJhire without mc, on Tuefday 
next» for tv^o or three months^ I believe I 
ihall then have finifhed my travels for thia 
year, and (hall not go farther from London^ 
than now and then to T'wicienAam. I faw 
Mr. Popf on Sunday ^ who hlth Utely ef-^ 
capcd a very great danger; but is very much 
wounded acrofs his right-*hand. Coming 
home in the dark, about a week ago» alon« 
in my lord BoHngbroke's coach from Daneley^ 
he was overturned, where a bridge has been 
broken down, near Whittmy about a mile 
from his own houfe. He was thrown into 
the river, with the glaffes of the coach up, 
and was qp to the knots of his perriwig in 
water. The footman broke the glafs to 
draw him outi by which, he thinks he 
received the cut acrofs his hand. He was 
afraid he flxould have loft the ufe of his little 
finger, and the next to it; but the furgeon, 
whom he fent for laft Sunday from London 
to examine it, told him, that his fingers 
were fafe, that there were two ntr\^% cut, 
but no tendon. He was in very good health, 
and very good fpirits, and the wound in a 
fair w^y of being foon healed*. The in- 

♦ See lord Belingbroke^^ account of thii accident, in 
hi< letter, dated September 22d, 1726. 
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ftruiftions you fcnt me to comrtiunicate w 
the do6:or about the finger, I tranfcfibed 
from your own letter, and feht to him; fori 
at that time, he was going every other day 
to tVindfir Park to villt Mr. CongrevCj who 
hath been extremely ill, but is now feco- 
vered* I dined and fuppcd on Monday laft 
with lord and lady Bolingbroke^ at lord Ber-- 
kekfs^ at Cranjhrd, and returned to London^ 
with the duke and duchefs of ^eenjbetry, 
on Huefday by two o^clock ih the morning. 
You are remembered always with great re- 
fpeft by all your acquaintance, and every 
one of them Wifhes for your return. Thfe 
lottery begins to be drawn On Monday next, 
but my week of attendance will be the fif ft 
in OSlober. I am obliged to follow the en- 
gravers to make them difpatch my plates fqr 
the fables ; for without it, I find they pro- 
ceed but vefy flowly. I take your advice 
in this, as I wiih to do in all things, and 
frequently revife my work, in order to 
finifli it as well as I can. Mr. Fidteney 
takes the letter you fent him in the kindcft 
manner ; and I believe he is, except a few 
excurfions, fixed in town for the winter. 
Ag for the particular affair, that you want 
N 4 to 
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to be informed in, we are as yet wholly in 
the dark ; but Mr. Pope will follow your 
inftruftions. I have not feen Mrs. Howard 
a great while, which you know muft be a 
great mortification and felf-denial ; but in 
my cafe, it is particularly unhappy, that a 
man cannot contrive to be in two places at 
the fame time : if I could, while you are 
there, one of them ihould be always Dub^ 
tin. But, after all, it is a filly thing to be 
with a friend by halves, fo that I will give 
up all thoughts of bringing this proje<St to 
perfeAion, if you will contrive, that we {hall 
meet again foon. I am, dear Sir, your 
moft obliged and afFedtionate friend, and 
iervant, J. G A Y. 

LETTER CCXXXit 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 

Irondon, September 20, 1726. 

X H A V E been balancing, dear Sir, thefe 
three days, whether I fhould write to you 
firft. Laying afide the fuperiority of your 
dignity, I thought a notification was due to 
me, as well as to two others of my friends: 
then, I confidered, that this was done in the 
public news, with all the formalities of re- 
ception of a lord lieutenant, I refleiSed on 

the 
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the dependency of /r^/^/W; but, faidi, what 
if my. friend fhould difpute this ? Then I 
confidered, that letters were always intro-- 
duced at firft from the civilized to the bar- 
barous kingdom. In fliort, my afFeftiOn, 
and the pleafure of leorrefponding with my 
dear friend, prevailed; and, fince you moft 
difdainfully, and barbaroufly confined me to 
two lines a month, I was'refolved to plague 
you with twenty times that number, though 
I think it was a fort of a compliment, to be 
fuppofed capable of faying any thing in two 
lines. The Gafcoyne alked only to fpeak one 
word to the the French king, which the 
king confining him to, he brought a paper, 
and hiAy^gnez^ and not a word more. Your 
negotiation with the finging man is in the 
hands of my daughter Nancy ^ who, I can 
* affure you, will negledt nothing that con- 
cerns you : fhe has wrote about it, Mr. 
Pope has been in hazard of his life by 
drowning: coming late, two weeks ago j 
from lord Bolingiroke's in his coach and fix, 
a bridge on a little river being broke down, 
they were obliged to go through the water, 
which was not too high, but the coach was 
overturned in it; and the glafs being up, 
which he could not break, nor get down, he 

was 
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was very near drowned; .for, the footman 
was ftuck in the mud^ and Could hardly 
come in time to his affiftance. He had that 
in cofhmon with H^ace^ that it was occa- 
fioned by the trunk of a tree ; but it was 
trunco rheda Ulapfa^ neque Faunus tiitm dextra 
kvahat ; for he was wounded in the left, 
hand, but, thank God, without any dan- 
ger } but by the cutting of a large veffel, 
loft a great deal of blood. I have been with 
Mrs. Howard, who has a moft intolerable 
pain in one fide of her head. I had a great 
deal of difcourfe with your friend, her 
royal highnefs. She infifted upon your wit, 
and good converfation. I told her royal 
highnefs, that was not what I valued you 
for, but for being a fincere, honeft manj» 
^and fpeaking the truth, when others were 
afraid to fpeak it. I have been for near 
three weeks together every day at the du- 
chefs of Marlborough' t, with Mr. Congreve, 
who has been like to die with a fever, and 
the gout in his ftomach ; but he is now 
better, and like to do well. My brother 
Was like to be caft away going to France: 
there was a ihip loft juft by him. I write 
this in a dull humour^ but with moft fincere 

afFedtion, 
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a6Fe£tlQh, to ap ungrateful man as you are^ 
that minds every body more than me> except 
what conccrna my intercft. My dear friend, 
farcwel. 

LETTER CCXXXIIL 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT/ 
London) September the 224) 17264 

A BOOKSELLER, who fays he is in 
a few days going to Dublin, calls here, and 
offers to carry a letter to you. I cannot re-^ 
fift tha temptation of writing to you, though 
I have nothing to fay more by this, convey- 
ance, than I fhould have by that of Ae 
poft ', though I have lately clubbed with 
Pope to make up a moft elegant epiftle to 
yoa in profe and verfe; and though I wrote 
the other day the firft paragraph of that 
Chedder * letter, which is preparing for 

♦ A Chedder letter, is a letter written by tbc contri- 
bution of feveral friends, each furnifbing a paragraph,. 
The name is borrowed from that of a large and excellent 
cheefe made at Ch^ddtr in Qhucejierjhin^ where all the 
dairies contribute to make the ^heefe, which is thu$ 
made of new milk, or frefb crcani ; of which, one dairy 
not furnifliing a fufficient qu^tity> the common prac- 
tice is to make cheefe of milk or cream that has been fct 
by, till a proper quantity is procured, and thep part of 
it at le^fl is ftale» 

you. 
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you. The only cxcufe then, which I can 
plead for writing now, is, that theHictters 
will coft you nothing/ Have you heard of 
the accident which befel poor Pope in go- 
ing lately froni me ? A bridge was down, 
the coach forced to go through the water, 
the bank fteep, an hole on one fide, and a 
block of timber on the other, the night as 
dark as pitch. In (hort, he overturned, 
the fall was broke by the water ; but the 
glaffes were up, and he might have been 
drowned, if one of my men had not broke 
a glafs, and puljed him out through the 
window. His right-hand was feverely cut; 
but the furgcon thinks him in no danger 
of lofing the ufe of his fingers : however, 
he has lately had very great pains in that arm 
from the fhoulder downwards, which might 
create a fufpicion, that fome of the glafs 
remains ftill in the flcfh. St. Andrd (zys^ 
there is none. If fo, thefe pains are owing 
to a cold he took in a fit of gallantry, 
which carried him acrofs. the water to fee 
Mrs. Howardy who has been extremely ill, 
but is much better. Juft as I am writing, 
I hear, that do6tor Arbuthnott fays, that 
Tope% pains are rheumatic, and have no 

relation 
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relation to his wound. He 'fufFers very 
much ; 1 will endeavour to fee him to- 
morrow. Let me hear from you as often 
as you can afford to write. I would fay 
fomething to you of myfelf, if I had any 
good to fay ; but I am much in the fame 
way in which you left me, eternally bufy^ 
about trifles, difagreeable in themfelves, 
but rendered fupportable by their end ; 
which is, to enable me to bury myfelf from 
the world (who cannot be more tired of mc 
than I am of it) in an agreeable fepulchre.. 
I hope to bring this about by next fpring, 
and fhall be glad to fee you at my funeraL 
Adieu. 

LETTER CCXXXIV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Oftober the 22d, 1726. 

15 E F O R E I fay one word to you, give 
me leave to fay fomething of the other 
gentleman's affair. The letter was fent ; 
and the anfwer was, that every thing was 
finiflied and concluded according to orders, 
and that it would be publicly known to be 
fo in a very few days j fo that, I think, there 

can 
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can be no occaiion for bi^ writing any more 
about this affair* 

The letter you wrote to Mr. Popey was 
not received till eleven or twelve days after 
date ; and the poft-office, we fuppofe, have 
very vigilant officers ; for they had taken 
care to make him. pay for a double letter. 
I wi(h> I could tell you» that the cutting 
of the tendons of two of his fingers was 
a joke ; but it i$ really fo : the wound is 
quite healed s his hand is flill weak> and the 
two fingers drop downwards, as I told you 
before*; but, I hope, it will be very little 
troublefome or detrimentar to him» la 
anfwer to our letter of maps, pidures, and 
receipts, you call it a tripartite letter. If 
you will examine it Once aga:in, you will 
find fome lines of Mrs. Howard^ and fom© 
of Mr. Pulteneyy which you have not taken 
the leaft notice of. The receipt of the veal 
is of Monfieur Davaux, Mr. Vulteney*% cook; 
and it hath been approved of at one of our 
Twickenham entertainments. The difficulty 

• In the preceding letter he fays, no tendon is cut : he 
mtift therefore refer to a letter not in this collcdkw, if 
his memor/ did not fail him. 

of 
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of the fauccpan, I believe you will find, ia 
owing to |i negligence in perufiag the ma* 
nufcript ; for, if I remember right, it is 
there called a ftew-pan. Your earthen 
veflcl, provided it is clojfe flopped, I allow 
to be a good Juccedaneum. Aa to the boil-* 
ing chickens in a wooden bowl, I fhall be 
quite aihamed to confult Mrs. Howard upon 
your account, who thinks herfclf intirely 
negleded by youj^ in not writing to her, aa 
you promifed : however, let her take it as 
ihe wUl, to ferve a friend, I'll venture to 
a£k it of her. The prince and his family 
come to fettle in town to-morrOw. That 
Mr. P«Zf^«(y. expected an anfwer to his let- 
ter, and would be extremely pleafed to hear 
fiom you, is very certain ; for I have heard 
him talk of it with exped:ation for above 
a fortnight. 

I have of late been very much out of order 
with a flight fever, which I am not yet quite 
free from. It was occafioned by a cold, 
which my attendance at the Guild-'HaU im« 
proved. I have not a friend, who has got 
any thing under my adminiftration, but the 
duchefs of ^eenjberryy - who hath had a be- 
nefit of a thoufand pounds. Your mention- 
ing 
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mg Mr. RoHinfon * fo kindly will, I knovr^ 
give him much pleafurc; for he always 
talks of you with great regard, and the 
ftrongcft terms of friendfhip. He hath been 
of late ill of a fever, but is recovered fo as 
to go abroad and take the air. 

If the engravers keep their word with 
me, I (hall be able topubliih my fables foon 
after Ckrijimas. The dodtor's book -f- is 
intirely printed off, and will be very foon 
publiihed. I believe you'll expedt, that I ' 
fbould give you fbme account how I have 
Ipent my time fince you left me. I have 
attended my diftrefled friend at Twickenham^ 
and been his amdnuenfis^ which you know 
is no idle charge. I have read about half 
Virgil, and half Spencer* s Fairy-queen. I 
ftill defpife court preferments, fo that I 
lofe no time upon attendance on great men; 
and ftill can find amufement enough with- 
out quadrille, which here is the univerfal 
employment of life. 

1 thought you would be glad to hear 
from me, fo that I determined not to ftir 

• * A great friend of lord Bolinghroh^ Dr. Swtft^ and 
Mr. Pope. He married the widow of John earl of 
Wimhelfea: 

t * Arbutbnott*% tables of anticnt coins, i^c.^ 

out 
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out of my lodgings till I had anfwefed your 
letter : and, I think, I fhall very probably 
hear more of the matter (which I mention 
in the lirft paragraph of this letter) ajs fo'on 
as I go abroad ; for I expedt it every day^ 
We have no ncvrs a-s yet of Mr. Stopford: 
Mr. Boffin/bn told me he ihall know of his 
arrival, and will fend rne word* Lord Bo^ 
lingbrde ha-th been to make a vifit to. Sir /^/7- 
liam Wyndbam. i hear he is returned^ but I 
have not feen him. If I had been in a bet- 
ter ftate of health, and Mrs. Honvard % were 
not to comie to town to-morrow, I would 
have gone to Mrl Popfs to*day, to have 
dined with him there on Monday. 

You aik me how to addrefs to lord 

B , when you are difpofed to write to 

him. If you mean lord BurUngton^ he is 
not yet returned from France^ but is ex- 
ped:ed every day* If you mean lord Ba-^ 
tburji^ he is in. Ghucefterjhire^ and makes 
but a very fliort ftay ; fo that if you diredt 
to one of them in St\ Jameis-fquarey or to 
the other at Burlington- boufe^ in Piccadilly^ 
your letter will find them. I will make 

% Afterwards coiintefs of Suffhli, from whom <Jtfy,at 
this time had expectations. 

. Vo?L. IL ^ Q your 
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your compliments to lord Cbejlerfield and 
Mr. Pulteney *, and I beg you, in return, to 
make mincf to Mr. Ford. Next week I 
fliall have a new coat, and new buttons, 
for the birth-day, though I don't know, 
but a turn-coat rhight have been more for 
piy advantage. Your's moft fincerely and 
affedionately. 

P, S. I hear that lord Bolingbroke will be 
in town, at his houfe in PallmalU next 
week. 

As we cannot enjoj any good things 
without your partaking of it, accept of the 
following receipt for ftewing veal *• 

Take a knuckle of veal; 
You may buy it, or ileal. 
In a few pieces cut it : 
In a ftewing-pan put it* 
Salt, pepper, and mace 
Muft feafon this knuckle ; 
Then -f* what's join'd to a plape, 
With other herbs muckle ; 

* This is fuppofed to be the receipt of Mr. Pujtenefs 
cook, mentioned in the preceding part of this letter, 
verfified. ' . 

t Vulgo, falary. 

» That, 
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That,.which killed king % Will: 

And what never |] ftands ftilL 

Some § fprigs of that bed 

Where children are bred. 

Which much you will mend, If 

Both fpinnage and endive. 

And Icttice, and beet. 

With marygold meet. 

Put no water at all ; 

For it maketh things fmall. 

Which, left it fhould happen, 

A clofe cover clap on. 

Put this pot of * Woois mettle 

In a hot boiling kettle. 

And there let it be 

(Mark the doftrine I teach) 

About — let me fee, — 

Thrice as long as you preach ^f* : 

So fkimming the fat off. 

Say grace with your hat off. 

O, then ! with what rapture 

Will it fill dean and chapter I 



X Suppofcd forril. 

^ This is by Dr. Btntky thought to be time, or th]niie« 
^ Parfley, Vide Chamberlayne. 
• Copper. 

bich wc fuppofe to be near four hours/ 

O 2 L E T-1 
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LETTER CCXXXV. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O t T to 
Dr. S W 1 P T. 

I TAKE it mighty klhdly, that a man 
of your high poft, dear Sir, was pleafed to 
write me fo long k letter, 1 look upon 
the captain Tom of a grtal nation to be a 
much greater man than the governor of it. 
I am forry yoilir cbmmiflion about your 
finger has YiClt been executed fooner. It is 
not Nanny's fau!t, whe has fpoke feveral 
times to Dr. Pept^fch about it, and wrote 
three or foiir ktt'efs, and received for an- 
fwer, that he would write for the young 
fellow^ b'tit ftilt, hot^iftg is done. I will 
endeavour to ^et his h'ariie and dired:idn, 
and write to him myfeif. ' V , 

. Your book^ {hall be fent as dirc^ed: 
they have Wen printed above a month ; but 
I cannot get my fubfcribers names ^; \ 
wiU ftwdce over all ^ |^o1Sts «> ydu for 

t * To a work, in 410, jntitled, 'Tables tf'bnd^t Bohts^ 
TVcights^ and A^eafures^ explained and exemplified in feve" 
ral Di£ertaUQn5.' 

the 
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the property of Gullivers travels; which, 
'I believe, Nyill have as great a run as John 
^Bunyan. Gulliver is a happy man, that,, at 
•his age, can write fych a iperry bpok. 

I made my lord archbiftiop's % compli- 
ments to her royal highnefs, who returns 
his gricc her thanks ; at the fame time, 
Mrs. Hoivard read your letter to herfelf^ 
The princefs immediately feized on your 
plaid II fqr her own ufe, and has ordered 
the young princeffes to be clad in the fame. 
When I had the honour to fee her, fhe 
was reading Qulliver, and was juft come to 
the paffage of the hobbling prince ; which 
fhc laughed at. I tell you freely, the part 
of the projeftors is the leaft brilliant. 
Liewis * grumbles a little at it, and fays^ 
he wants the key to it, and is daily refin-* 
ing.. I fuppofe he .will be able to publifh 
like Barnevelt -f* in time. I gave your fer-. 

t * Probably, archbifliop King of Dublin.^ 

i The dean fenf a prefent of fome filk plaids from 
Ireland^ for the princefs of iVales^ and the young prin- 
cefles. 

* ' Erafmus Lewis, Efq;* 

t This refers to a pamphlet, intitled, J Key U the 
L$ci : Ory a Treatife proving beyond all ContradiSfian the 
dangerous Tendency of a late Poeniy intitled, The Rape of 
the Lock, to G^v^rnment and Riligiom By Efdras Barne- 
velt, Apothecary. X*^^ fecond edition of this piece was 
publiihed in 1715, in 8vo. 

O 3 vice 
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vice to lady Harvey. She Is in a litde 
fort of a miff about a ballad, that^ was 
wrote on her, to the tune of Molly Mog^ 
and fent to her, in the name of a begging 
poet. She was bit, and wrote a letter to the 
begging poet, and defired him to change 
two double entendres ; which the authors, 
Mr. Pulteney and lord Chejierfield,^ changed 
to fingle entendres. I was againft that, 
though I had a hand in the firfl. She is 
not difpleafed, I believe, with the ballad, 
but only with being bit. 

There has been a comical paper about 
quadrille J, defcribing it in the terms of a 
lewd debauch among four ladies, meeting 
four gallants, two of a ruddy, and two of a 
fwarthy complexion, talking of their 

a es, &c^ The riddle is carried on in 

pretty ftrong terms : it was not found out 
a long time. The ladies, imagining it to 
be a real thing, began to guefs wha were 
of the party. A great minifter was for 
hanging the author. In fhort, it has made 
very good fport. 

Gi^^ has had a little fever, but is pretty 
well recovered : fo is Mr. Pope. We fhall 

;j: Written by Mr. Congrfve, 

me. 
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meet at lord Bolingbroke's on Thurfday^ In 
town, at dinner, and remember you. Gul-^ 
iiver is in every body's hands. Lord Scar^ 
borough^ who is no inventor of ftories, told 
me, that he fell in company with a ma-, 
fter of a fhip, who told him, that hic was 
very well acquainted with Gulliver ; but 
that the printer had miftaken, that he 
lived in Wapping^ and not at Rotherbithe. I 
lent the book to an old gentleman, who 
went immediately to his map to fearch for 
Lilliput. 

We expe<3: war here. The city of Lon-- 
don are all crying out for it, that they 
fhall be undone without it, there being now 
a total ftoppage of all trade. I think one 
of the beft courfes will be, to rig out a 
privateer for the Weft Indies. Will you be 
concerned ? We will build her at Bermu^ 
dasy and get Mr. Dean Berkeley * to be our 
manager. "' 

I had the honour to fee lord Oocford, who 
afked kindly for you/ and faid he would 
write to you. If the projedt goes on of 

♦ He formed a defign of fixing an univerfity in the 
Bermudas. See note on Bolingbroke\ letter datei July 24, 

O 4 printing 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 200 ) 

printing fome papers^ he has prbmiied to 
girc copies of fome things, which I believe 
cannot be found clfcwhere* My broths , 
Robert has been very ill of a rheumatifiii«i 
Wifhing^you all health and h9^ppinef$> .an4 
not daring to write my paper on the other 
fide, I muft remain,, dear Sir, you? moft 
faithful humble fcrvant, . 

JO, ARPUTHNOTT, 

LETTER CCXXXVL 

Mrs, HOWARD (finc^ Couqtefs of ) 

to Dr. S W I FT. 

[Nov. 1726. 

1 DID not cxpcd, that the fight of my 
ring would produce the eiFc4fi:s it has. I 
was in fuch a hurry to fliew yoar plaid t<> 
the princefs, that 1 could not ftay to put it 
into the fhape you defired. It pleafed ex- 
tremely, and I have orders to fit it up ac- 
cording to the firft delign i but as this is 
not proper for the public, yoq are defired 
Xo fend over, for the fame prinqefs's ufe„ 
the height of the Brobdingnag dwarf mul- 
tiplied by 2 1. The young princefies muft 
be taken care of; theirs muft be in three 

(hares ; 
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ihares ; for a fhort method, you may draw 
a line of 20 feet, and upon that, >y tw« 
circles^ form an equilateral triangle ; theii 
meafuring each fide, you will find the pro-^ 
per quantity and proper divifion. If yott 
want a more particular or better rule, I re- 
fer yoa to the. academy of Legad$ ^^ I an| 
pf opinion many of thi$ kingdom will iboA 
appear in ypur plaid. To t;his end it WiH 
he highly ncceffary, that care be taken of 
difpofing of the purple, th» yellow^ and 
white filks; and though the greens are 
for the princeiTes, the officers are very vi- 
gilant; fo take care they are not feizcdi 
Don't /orgeit to be obfervant how you dif- 
pofe of the colours* I fhall take dl parti** 
cular precautions to have the money ready, 
and to return it the way you judge iafeft. 
I think it would be worth your reflefting 
in what manner the chequer might be beft 
managed^ 

The princefs will take care, that you (hall 
have pumps fufficient to fcrve you till you 
return to England ^ but thinks you cannot,^ 
in common decency, appear in heels *a 

• + See Gulliver's travels. 

* See Gulliver\ travels, where high and low heels aro 
made the diftin^ion of political parties, 

"and 
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and therefore advifes your keeping clofe 
till they arrive. Here are feveral Lillipu^ 
tien mathematicians^ fo that the length 
of your head^ or of your foot, is a fuffi- 
cient meafure. Send it by the firft oppor- 
tunity. Don*t forget our good friends the 
500 weavers, ^ You may cwnit the gold 
thread. Many difputes have arifen here, 
lyhether the Big-Endians and Lejfer-Endians 
ever differed in opinion about the breaking 
of eggs, w^hen they were to be either but- 
tered or poached ? Or whether this part of 
cookery was pyer known iTtLilliputf I can-* 
not conclude without telling you, that' our 
iflapd is in great joy ; one of our yahoos 
having been delivered pf a creature, half 
ram and half yahoo; and another has 
brought forth four perfedt black -f rabbits. 
May we not hope, and, with fome proba- 
bility, exped:, that, in time, our female 
yahoos will produce a race of Houybnbnms ? 
I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

SIEVE^YAHOO:!:: 

t Thrs alludes to a famous impoftor, Mary Tofts^ 
ofGodalmn^ in Surry^ called the rabbitwoman^ who, 
in Nov. ^756, pretended to be delivered of living rab- 
bits, and impofed, among others, upon St. Andrie^ a 
phyfician, who was her advocate, I think, in print. 

X Sieve Taboo is a n^me given by Swift^ in his Gulli^ 
tvr'8 travel?, ' to a court lady. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXVIL 

TheiEARL of PETERBOROW 
to Dr, SWIFT, 

SIR, Novemb.29, 1 716* 

X WAS endeavouring to give an anfwer 
to your's in a hew diale<^, which mofl: of us 
are very fond of. I depended much upon 
a lady^ who had a good ear, and a pliant 
tongue, in hopes (he ^ight have taught 
me to draw founds out of confonants. But 
ihe, being a profefTed friend to the ItaUan 
fpeech and vowels, would give me no afiift* 
ance, and fo I am forced to write to you ia 
the Taboo language. 

The new one in fafhion is much ftudied» 
and great pains taken about the pronun^ 
ciation.. Every body (fince i new turn) 
approves of it i but the women fcem moft 
fatisfied, who declare for few words and 
horfe-performance. It fuffices to let you 
know, that there is a neighing duetto ap- 
pointed for the next opera. 

Strange diftempers rage in the nation^ 
which your friend the * dodor takes no 

^ Vtoh^h\y Arbutlmtty 

care 
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care of. In fome, the imagination is ftruck 
with tKe apprehenfion of fwclling to a giant, 
or ^wii>41in|f to a pigmy. Ofhors i^xped 
an oration equal to m^ of Cicero's from an 
eloquent barb, and fome take the braying 
of ah' aft for the emperor's fpeech in favoiK 
tif the ^ji«»// allidnce. The knowledge of 
die ancient world is cf no ufe ; men have 
loft their titles ; continents and iflaads have 
got new names, juft upon thd appearance 
of a certain ^book 'f % Women bring forth 
rabbits J ; and every man, whofe wife has 
conceived, experts an heir with four legs. 
It was conoladed fi^t long ago, that fuch 
confufion rbuld be only brought about by 
the black art, and by the fpells of a noto^ 
rious fcribbling § magician, who was gene- 
rally fttipeded, and was to be recommended 
to the .mercy of the inqui(ition. -Indidt-i 
mcttts were upon the anvil, a charge of 
Ibrcwy preparing, and Merlins friends were 
afraid, that the exafperated pettifoggers 
would perfuade the jury to bring in it'I/a vera. 

. f GuUivir^s travjels. 

\*' Mary Tofts pretended to do thisj l)ut being 
brought up to town, and well watched, the impollurc 
was detefted/ 

§ The dean. 

. -' I For 
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For they pretended to bring in certain proofs 
of his ^^pe^rance ih fevetlal ih^es, tit one 
tim© « dra|)kr-|| t ^et onochcr ^ff^vjfi^g fiitf 
geoH *!*, Ibmctimes a mardac, fomctim« a 
reverend divine. Nay more, that he couW 
raife the dead; that he had brought philo, 
jGbphirs; KeroTR, »^ jro^ls im the fatire 6a*.' 
ratran fiom tlie odv&t world 5 aM, after a 
jfewqueftiotos^ hiki fcaat th««^ kU *o pli^ at 
^'isdViil^ i^ a liying i^4n»d of hi:^ "bwii.. ' 

Ttifts wis ibc fcc»e /»ot tn^^y niays a^o,* 
and burning was too good for the wii^^faM.- 
Bat what fliatatroas atnsK^igift: the IMl^i^ 
ans! The ^afcfttedy 'in. t&e ^tltim jfe- 
ibitcs to fefid t ^ir icf >i}k)^ withoiit ht^dl^" 
tb capfem ^xiBuer^* ifee fiifcgs w -W tzrm/x 
the i^Md ftmk thft tody it w&s i^t toi i^ch 
is foon to appear, ^jxm he^ *ayal jperfen/ 
and <ife^*ri, *rbo Ibiatt capta&i Gulliver ? The 
captain indeed has notbiog moreto^ but 
to chalk his pumps, learn to dance upon 
the rope, and 1 mij^ yet Ji^* to fee him a 
bifhop. Verily, verily, I believe he never 
was in fuch imminent danger of prefer- 
ment. Sif, your affectionate tar. 

I In the drapier's letters againft JFeoePt halfpence. 
** Lemuel GulliviK 

- .1 LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXVIIL 

The EARL of PETERBOROW to' 
Dr* SWIFT, with an Invitation, &c. 

SIR, 

vl N E of your Irt/i heroes, that, from 
the extremity of our Englijh land, came to 
dcftroy the wicked brazen projedt *, defires 
to meet you on Monday next at ParforCs-^ 
Green. If you are not engaged, I will fend 
my coach for you. 

Sir Robert Walpole, any morning, except 
^uefday and Tburfday (which are his public 
days) about nine o'clock, will be glad to fee 
you, at his London houfe. On Monday^ if I 
fee you, I will give you a fuller accounts 
Your aifeAionate fervant, 

PETERBOROW. 

Saturdaj evening. 

• WoeJ^i halfpence. 
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L RT T E R CCXXXIX. 

Lady~ B b L I N G B R O K E t 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

de Dawleo ce premier Fevrier I'j^t-'j^ 

V-/N m'a dit, monfieur, que vous vous plai 
gnes de n'avoir point recu de mes lettres, 
Vous avez tort : je vous traitte commes les 
divinites, qui tiennent conte aux hommes 
de leurs intentions. II y a dix ans, que j'ay 
celle de vous ecirc 5 avant que d'avoir 
rhonneur de vous connoitre Tidee, que jc 
me faifois de v6tre gravite, me retenoit : de- 
puis que j'ay eu celuy de voir v6tre reve- 
rence, jeneme fuis pas trouvee afles d'ima- 
gination pour Thazarden Un certain mon- 
fieur de Gullher avoit un pcu remis en 
mouvement cette pauvre imagination fi 
cteinte par Tair de Londres^ et par dcs con- 
verfations dont je n'entend que le bruit, je 

f * Second wife of lord vifcount Bolingbroke^ born in 
France. She had been fecond wife of th^ marquis de Vil" 
kttey chef d'efcadre, nephew or coufin to madame Je 
Maintenon. See Voltain Steele de Lewis XIV. torn, II. 
p. 106. edit. Amjierdam^ 1764, 24^. She died i8th 
Marcby 1749* Lord Bolingbr^ke furvived her, dying 15 
December^ ilS^% aged 78/ 

voul4 
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vovlti me faifir de ce moment pour vous 
ecrife-mais jc tombbit malade, et je Vay 
toujours eftc depuis trois mois. Je profite 
done, inDfificur^ de premier re tour de ma 
fante de vous remercier de vos reproches, 
dont je fuis tres flattce, et pour vous dire 
un mot de mon ami monfieur Gulliver. 
Japprend tivcc tme grande fati^fadion, qull 
vicnt d'etre traduit en Franpis, et cbnime 
mon fejout en Angleterrt a bcaucoup re- 
double mon amitic pour mon pays et pour 
mes tompatriotes, je fuis ravis qu'ils puiA 
feiit partictper au plkifir, que m*a fait cc 
bon monfieur, tt profiter de fes decouvertes. 
Je ne defelpcre pas que iz vaiflcaux que 
]a France vicnt d'aitncr ne puiffent etre de* 
ftin^, a line ^mbafiade x:!ies mcffiurs Ics 
Raidmhnms. En ce xras je tous propofcrai, 
que nous faffions ce voyage. En attendant 
je fcay bon grc a iin tyuvrier de vfttre nation, 
qui pour inftruire ks dames, Ics qucllcs 
coramevousfcavies, monfieur, (font icy uri 
grand, ufage) de leurs ^yantails, en a fait 
faire ou toutes les avanture^ de notre veri-^ 
diqtie voyageur font depeifitcs. Vous juger 
biea quelk part il va avoir dans leur con* 
veriation. Cck fera a la verite bcaucoup 

' I de? 
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dc tort a la pluye ct au beautcms^ qui en 
remplifoieiit une partie, ct en mon particu- 
Her je fcrai priv^e des very cold et very 
warm^ qui font les peu mots, que j'entende* 
Je coAte de vous cnvoycr de ces evenjtails 
par un de vos amis. Vous vous en ferez un 
merite avec les dames d' trelande^ fi tant eft 
que vous en ayes befoin i ce qui je ne crois 
pas, du moins fi elks penfent commes les 
Franftnfes. Le feigneur de Dawley^ Mr. 
Pope^ et moy fomme$ icy occup^s a boire> 
manger, dormir, ou ne ainfaire priant Diea 
qu*a rien, fi foit de vou, Revenes ce prin- 
teciis nous revoir, moafieur, attend v6tre 
retour avec impatience pour toer le boeuf le 
plus pefant, et le cochon le plus gros, qui 
foit dans ma ferme : Tun et Tautre feront 
fcrvis en entier fur le table de v6tre reve- 
rence, craint qu'elle n'aucunmon cuifinier 
deguifement. Vous brillieres parmy nous 
du moins autant queparmy vos Chanoins, et 
nous ne ferons pas moins empreffe a vous 
plaire. Je le difputerai a tout autre, etant 
plus que perfonne du monde v6tre tres 
humble and tres obeiHante fervante. 
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LETTER CCXL. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to t)r. SWIFT. 

^ FciMTuary the 17*, iJSifnjj* 

JL H I S oppmtxxmty of writing to you I 
cannot negle^» ttiongh I ihall have lefs to 
fay to yoo than I ihould have by another 
conveyance. Ml*. Stoffard beiag fully m^ 
jbrmed of aH that fdifies in this boifterous 
dimate of oofs, and carrying vritb him a 
cargo of our weekly produdions. You will 
&dA ang» €» one £de» and rage on the 
other i iatire on one fide> and defamatioft 
on the other. Ah i 4U eji Gri^n ? Yovi 
fttifer much where you are> as you tell me, 
in an old letter of your*s, which I have 
4)efore me > but you fuffer with the hope^' 
of pafiing next &mnier between Dawky and 
^wickenbami and thefe hopes^ you flatter 
ISIS, are enough to fupport yoiu ipirits. Re«» 
member thisibtemn renewal of yow engage-* 
meota. Remember, that though you art 
a Dean, you arc not great «aoug!h to defpife 
the reproach of breaking your word.^ Yoar 
deafnefs muft not be a hackney excufe to 
you, as it was to Oxfords What matter, if 
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you are deaf? what matter, if you canjiot 
hear whut vftc (ay ? You are not dumb, and 
we fhall hear you, and that's enough. My 
wife writes to you herfelf, and fends you 
fi>8Qc fans juft arrived from Lilliput^ which 
you will diipofe of to the prpfcflt Stflia f , 
whoever fhe be. Adieu, dear friend; I 
cannot in qonfcience keep you any longer 
from enjoying Mr. Stopford'^ converfation. 
1^ hurrying myfelf here, that Imay get 
a day or two for I)awley^ where I hopc^ 
that you will find me eilablifhed at your 
return. There I hope to finifli my days in 
^ eafe, without floth ; and believe I ihall fel^ 
dom vifit London, unlefs it be to divert 
myfelf now and then ydth annoying fools 
and knaves for a month or two. Once more 
adieu; no man loves you better than your 
faithful. 

♦ Mrs. Johnfm died the month preceding the date of 
this letter; but confidering the connexion betmrceii 
the Dean and that )a4y» a^^d U)e tefidernefs, with whicb 
he was known to regret her lofs, this ^ a ftrange ex- 
prefipt* 
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LETTER CCXLI. 

Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Feb. i8, 17^6.7, 

i BELIEVE it is now my turn to write 
to you, though Mr. Fope hath taken all I 
have to fay, and put it into a long letter,- 
which is fent too by Mr. Stopjord : but 
however, 1 could not omit this occafion for 
thanking you for his acquaintance. I don't 
know whether I ought to thank you 6r not, 
confidcring I have loft him fo foon, though 
lie hath given me fome hopes of feeing him 
in the fummer. He will give you an ac- 
count of our negotiations together ; and I 
may now glory in my fuccefs, fince I could 
contribute to his. We dined together to- 
day at the doctor's, who, with me, was in 
high delight upon an information Mr. Stop-- 
fordg2iVt us, that we arc like to fee you 
foon. My fables are printed ; but I can- 
not get my plates finiflied, which hinders 
the publication. I expedt nothing, and am 
like to get nothing. It is needlefs to write, 
for Mr. Stopford can acquaint you of my 
affairs more fully than I can in a* letter. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hoivard dcfires me to make her com- 
pliments ; ihe hath been in an ill flate of 
health all thi^ winter^ but I hope is fome- 
what better. I have been very much out 
of order myfelf for the moft part of the 
winter: upon my being let blood laft week, 
my cough and niy head-ach are much better. 
Mrs. Blount always alks after you. I refiufed 
fupping at BurKngton houfe^ in regard to 
my health; and this morning I walked 
two hours in the park. The contempt of 
the world grows upon me, and I now begin 
to be richer and richer ; for I find I could, 
every morning I awake, be content with 
lefs than I aimed at the day before. I 
fanfy, in time, I fhall bring myfelf^ into 
that ftate, which no man ever knew before 
me. In thinking I have enough, I really 
am afraid to be content with fo little, left 
my good friends fhould cenfure me for in- 
dolence,, and the want of a laudable ambi-* 
tion. So that it will be abfolutely neceflary 
for me to improve my fortune to content 
them. How folicitous is mankind to pleafe 
others? Pray give my fincpre fervice to 
Mr. Ford. Dear Sir, your's moft afFedion- 
ately, J. G A Y. 

P 3 LET- 
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LETTER CCXLIL 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT- 

Maj the jgy tjtj. 

I LIVED on Tuefitay with you 4nd Pofi&. 
Ycfterday another of my friends found hU 
way to this- retreat ♦, and I fliall pafs this 
day alone. Would to God my wholes lilt 
could be divided in the fame manner i two« 
thirds to friend Aiipi one third to myielf^ 
and not a moment of it to the world. 

In the epiftle, a part of which you fliewed 
me, mention is made of the author of three 
Occajional Letters -[•, a pcrfon intirely un- 
known. I would have you infinuate there, 
that the only reafon Walpcle can have had 
to afcribc them to a particular perf€«i J, it 

. * Daufliy: 

t Printed in his lordfliip's works. They were firil 
pabliflied in :R*. 1716. 

X This perfon vra§ Mr. Gay\ and though Walpok waia 
afterwards convinced, that Gay did not write the letters,, 
yet he never ceafed to do him ill offices ) attd prevented 
the queen^ who declared (be would takft up the hare from 
providingfor him, though 5«^ defended him to her ma- 
jefty In perfon, and toW her the whole ftory. SttGaft 
faUes, and » letter from the Dean to lady Suffolks dated 
Nw. 21 J 173a; and another to lady Betty Germaitij 
d«ed Jan. 1732-3, in the 2 vols, publifhed by.Mjr* 
Dcam Swift* 

I had 
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th^ AulhQrity of one of his f{»6$, .who Priig^ 
gles himfelf into the . company of thofe^ 
who neither lovCt eil«em» nor fear the mi^, 
m&cTp that he may report, not whitt ho 
hears (fince no naan fpeaks with any free-*, 
dom before him) but what he guef&s. 

I w^ int«rupted yefterday when I kail 
fxpeded it; and I am going to-day to Lcn-- 
don, where I hear that iny wife is not very 
welL Let me kno^y how Mrs. Pope does. 

I had a hint or two more for you ; but 
they have flipped out of my memory. Do 
not forget the fixty nor the twenty guineas, 
nor the min ■ charafter transferred into 
the adminiftration. Adieu, I am very 
faithfully your*s, my dear and reverend 
Dean. I embrace Pope. 

Friday morniiig* 

LETTER CCXLIIL 

/Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 

S' I R, Friday, i6th June, 17^7. 

X SEND you here inclofed two letters; 

one for monfieur de Morvil/e, our fecretary 

of ftate, and the other for monfieur de Mai^^ 

Jon, both defirous and worthy of your ac- 

P 4 quaintance* 
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quamtance. • Be fo kind to go by Calais, or 
by the way to RaHeti. 1 wilf give you fomfe 
letters for a good lady, who lives in her 
country caftlc jufl by Rouen. She will re- 
ceive you as well as you deferve. There 
you will find two or three intimate friends; 
who are your admirers, and who have 
learned Englijh^ fince I am in EngiaHJ. All 
will pay you all the ttfpc&s, and procure 
all the plcafures they are capable of. 
They will give you a hundred diredions for 
Paris* ^znd provide you with all the requifite 
conveniences. Vouchfafe to acquaint me 
. with your refolution. I (hall certainly do 
my beft endeavours to ferve you, and to let 
my country know, that I have the inefti-^ 
mable honour to be one of your friends* 
I am, with the higheft refpe<ft and efteemt 
your mojft humble, obedient, faithful fer- 
vant, VOLTAIRE. 

.' - ■ . - • ■ ' - * - 

♦ Swift y at this time, was preparing to vifit the lord 
Bc^ngbroke'in France. 
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L E T T E R CCXLIV. 

Mbnfieur VOLTAIRE i Monfieur le 
Comte de M O R V I L I^ E, Miniftre 
et Secretaire d'Etat a Vermfies. . 



J 



MONSIEGNEUR, Juin i^ay^ 

£ me fuis content^ jufijue^ky d'admi)rer 
en mence votre condaite dans ies affidres de 
V Europe $ mais il h'eft pas permit ^ un 
homme» qui aime v^e gloire, et au qui 
vous ^tes aufii tendrement attache^ queje 
le fuis^ de demeurer plus long terns ians vous 
faire fes fincere complimens. 

Je ne puis d'ailleurs me refufer rhonneur» 
que itoe fait le celebre monfieur Sw^f, de 
vouloir bietf vous prefeftter une de mes let- 
tres» Je fcai que fa reputation eft parvenue 
jufqu'a vous, et que vous avez envie de le 
connoitre: il fait rhonneur d'une nation^ 
que vous eftimez ; vous avez lu Ies traduifti- 
0ns de pluiieurs ouvrages, qui lui font at«? 
tribuez; et qui eft plus capable^ que vous» 
monfeigneur, de difcerner Ies beautez d'un 
original a travers la foiblefle des plus mau- 
vaifes copies. Je croi que vous ne ferez 
pas fach4 de diner avec nioniieur Swtft, et 

. - monfieur 
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inon6car le prefident Henault^ et je me flatte 
au qae vdus le regardere^ comme une^preuve 
de ipQD finccre attachment a vdtse peribiuie 
la libert^> que je prcas de vous presenter pn 
des homnuis des plus extraordinairos que 
Vjingkterre a produit, et le plus capable de 
feiitir totlte Tetendiie de vos grandez qiiali? 



: Jcfui»poortoutecDavie^av«cniiprafoisil 
lefped: tt im attachmeiit remf^t 6fi la plus 
haute cfUmet lixonfeigneurt vdtre tres hrnn-* 
hie^ et tre8 obeiffiuit ferviteur^ 

V O L TA in E. 

LETTER CCXLV. 
Loni BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Saturday^ at Pope's^ [June the 24tb» 1727.3 

J. AM going to London^ and intend to 
carty this letter* which I will give you, if 
I fee yoo> and leave for yoa» if 1 do not fee 
you* 

There would not be common fenfe ia 
your going into France at this jundure, even 
if you intended to flay there long enough to 
.draw the fole pleafure and profit, which I 
propofe you ihould have in the acquaintance 

I ani 
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I am ready to give you there. Much le(s 
ought you ta think of fuch an unmeaning 
JQurneyf when the opportunity for qult^ 
ting Ireland for England is, I believe, fairly 
before you *. To hanker after a court ia 
fit for men with blue ribbands, pompoitt 
tkle», and overgrown eftates4 It is bdow 
eithier you or me ; one of whom never made 
his fortune, and the other's turned rotten 
at the very moment it grew ripe. But> 
without hankering, without affuming a 
foppliant dependant's air, you niay fpendiq 
Bn^and all the time you can be abfent from 
Ireland^ ^ fdre la guerre h PoeiL There has 
not been fo much inactivity as you ima- 
gine j but I cannot anfwer for contingen- 
cies. Adieu. 

If you can call on me to-morrow mom- 
, ing, in your way to church, about ten 
o'clock, you will find me juft returning to 
Cranfcrd (torn the Pall-mall. 
' t (hall return again to London on Moniof 
evening. 

. * See a letter from Dr. Swft tso Dr. Sheridan^ dated 
a4th Jum^ 1727. vol, xii. p. 2I3, Bailmr^s ^ditioUf 
ptimd 1755. 

, •. . . ■ . ■ ) 
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LETTER CCXLVL 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Cranford, Tucfday. 

X H A V E (o fevcrc a defluxiDn of rheum 
on both my eyes^ that I dare hardly fHr 
abroad. You will, be ready tofay^ Phyfician^ 
core thyfelf I and that is what I am about. 
I took away» by cuppings yefterday fpur- 
teen ounces of blood ; and fuch an opera* 
tion would, I believe, have done you more 
good than fleeU bitters, waters dnd drops. 
I wifti yoJbn Gay fuccefs in his purfuit ; but 
I think he has fome qualities, which will 
keep him down in the world. Good God I 
what is man ? poliflied, civilized, leampd 
man ! A liberal educatiori fits him for fla- 
very; and the pains he has taken gives him 
the noble pretenfion of dangling away life 
in ah ante-chamber, or of employing real 
talents to ferve thofe, who have none ; or, 
which is worfe than all the reft, of making 
his reafon and his knowledge ferve all the 
purpofes of other mens follies and vices. 
You fay not a word to me about the public; 
of whom I think as feldom as poffible. I 

confidcT 
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confider myfelf as a man with fome little 
fatisfadioni and with fome ufe i but I have 
no pleafure in thinking I am znEngtiJhmani 
nor isi it> I doubt^ to much purpofe to aA 
like one. Serpit enim res^ qua proclivis ad 
femkiem, cumjemel ccepit, labitur. Plttres 
enim difcunt quemadmadum hac Jiant^ auam 
quemadmodum bis rejiftatur. Adieu. 

Let me know how you do. If your 
landlord -fis returned, my kindeft fervices 
to him. 

LETTER CCXLVIL 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Sunday, f Indorfed^on going toFranpeabout June^ijij.] 

You may be fure of letters from me to 
people, who will receive you with all the 
honours due to fo great a traveller, and io 
exa£t an author. I am obliged to ftay in 
the country to-morrow, by fome bufincfs 
relating to my poor farm, which I would 
willingly make a rich one ; and for which 
purpofe a perfon is with me, who comes 
from Suffolk on my fummons. 

t Mr. P^r, the Dean being at Tmcktnffom. 

On 



Digitized by 



Google 



( w» ) 

On ^utfday^ J)y fcvcn ui the evcQing, I 
will certainly \» ia the PaU^matif suotd fii«re 
you ifaall faave^ if you meet ixie^ and not 
otbcrwife, both my letters and inftrudioaSt 
which will beof uie to yoif# 

Raillery ajpart : fiace yo(» do go into 
Frmce, I ihaU be glad to talk with you b^ 
fore your departure i af)4 I imi^ yo» would 
not leave EnglanJ without embracing the 
nan in£ff^Za«(//wJlio loves you beft. Adieu; 
My beft fervices attend all with you. 

LETTER CCXLViU- 
Lctd BOUNGBROKE to Dr- SWIFT. 

I RETURN jrou the papers^ which I 
have read twice over fince you was here. 
They arc extremely well % but the Craftf^ 
man has not only advertifed the public, that 
he intended to turn news-writer^ he has 
begun^ and for fonie weeks continued to 
appear >inder that new charafter* This 
confiderajtion inclines me to. think, that 
another turn might be given to theintro.* 
du€tion j and' perhaps this would naturally 
call fcf*i69W^th letter from tlw^C^ 
:^ Writer^ 
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Writer, to adconat for liis fikiicc; tqpnCsf^ 
cute your arguvMBty to AatetAie pnlieot dUW 
putts about political iffiufs ; and^ ia ihartW' 
to.remieand amnale the papbrwir. .Wlicft: 
we mietnext, i mil explain B^r&lf better 
tibati I c!M do by m letter .'writ in liafte» with 
mowers and iiaymafcers afapot me. Adieiu 
Let Pcj^ (hare ray embraces *rith you; 

. , .LET T fe R CCXUX- j 

Lord BOLINCBROKE to Dr. SWIFT- 

. . ' . Thurfday. 

JUQRD B* is fo ill> aad fo uiuch aloae^ 
the common fate of thofe who are out of 
power,- that I have not left him one day 
fince my Kton fraai Lonibn^ Let.nie 
know how yiou are. ilay ibntethtng ¥«rf 
kiod £rom me Jso Pcfie^ Tofs ^n Gay 
ty^ec the water ioBicbmnd,. if he is wai^ 
yoiu Adieu. 

L E T t E R CQL. 
Mr. PULTENEY to Mr. FOPJ;. 

Jl A M obliged to you ali fe^r your oooi'- 
piiment, and, whra the Deaa U ^^ 

I enough. 
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cnbogb^ I hope to fee you in town. Yoit 
will probably £nd me a much happier man 
ihsin vrben you fkw me laft; for I flatter 
viyMfp that in an hour or two I fhall be 
once more blefled with a fon. Mrs- Fulteney 
is now in labbur: if ihe does well^ and 
brings me a boy, I fhall not care one fix- 
pence how much longer Sir Robert governs 
England^ or Horace governs France. I am 
cveryour's, W. ?• 

Eleven o'clock^ Tuifday morning. 

LETTER CCLI. 
Mrs. HO W A R D to Dr. S W I F T. 

Auguft, 1717* 

I WRITE to yoii to pleafe myfelf. I 
hear you arc melancholy becaufe you have 
a bad head^ and deaf ears. Tbefe are two 
misfortunes I have laboured under theft 
many years, and yet was never peerifh with 
myfclf or the world. Have I more phi- 
lofophy ind refolution than you ? Or am 
I fo flupid I don't feel the evil ? Is this 
meant in a good-natured view? Or do I 
mean, that I pleafe myfelf, when I infult 
over you? Anfwer ihefe queries in writing, 

if 
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^ poifan or other methods dofi^t emkU 
jTOU fooa to 9ppeir in perfon. . Though I 
make ufe of your own word poi£>n» give 
me leave to tell you^ it is nonfenie ; aod 
I defire fva will take more care> for die 
time to come, how you endeavour to im^i* 
po(e upon my underftancUng, by making no 
o& of your own^ I am^ &c^ 

L E T T E R CCLIt 
Mrs- HOWARD to Dr. S V^T I F T, 

•^ Septembeip,* i'j2'j. 

L VI P.dcfire you to write me a love<-iet^ 
ter } but I never did defire you to talk of 
marrying me« I had rather you and I 
were dumb^ as well as deaf, for ever, than 
that fhould happen. I vtould take your 
giddinefs, your head-ach, or any other com- 
plaint 3rou have, to referable you in one 
circumftance of life. So that I infill upon 
your thinking yourfelf a very happy man, 
at leaft whenever you make a comparifon 
between yourfelf and me. I likewife infift 
upon your taking no refolution to leave 
England till I fee you; which muft be here, 
for the moft difagrceable reafon in the 
Vol. II. CL ^^^^^' 
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world, and the moflr fhocking : I dare not 
go to you. Believe no body, that talks to 
you of the queen, without you are fure the 
perfon likes both the queen, and you. I have 
been a flave twenty years, without ever re-, 
ceiving a reafon for any one thing I ever 
was obliged to do ; and I have now a mind 
to take the pleafure, once in my life, of 
abfolute power; which I expedt you to 
give me, in obeying all my orders, without 
one queftion why I have given them. 

LETTER CCLIII. 

Chevalier RAMSAY* to Dr. SWIFT. 

REV. SIR, Paris, Auguft X, N- S. 1727. 

JVlR. Hooke having acquainted me with 
what goodnefs ajid patience you have been 

* * Andrew Michael Ramfay^ knight of A. Lazarus in 
France^ and doftor of laws of the univcrfity of Oxford. 
He was born in Scotland 9th oijune^ 1686, and educated 
a Proteftant, but converted to the church of Rome in 
1709, hy Fenekn ZTchhiiho^ of Cambray^ whofe life he. 
publifhed. In 1724, he was fent for to Rome by the 
Pretender, in order to be tutor to his two fons j but the 
divifions and jealoufics of that court induced him to 
defire leave to return to France^ where he was. appointed , 
governor of the duke of Chateau-Thierry^ and afterwards 



of the prince of Turenne. He died 6 May, 1743, at St. 
Germain-en lajey^^t the age of fifty-feven. He is well 

pleafed 



known for bis Travels of Cyrus y his Life of Marjhal Tu- 
renney &c/ 
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^teafe3 to examine a performance of mlrie'f', 
'I take this occafion to make toy acknow-i 
kdgments. Nothing could flatter me more 
fenfibly than your approbation. To acquire 
the cfteent of perfons of your ilierit h tht 
principal advantage I could wifh for by be^ 
coming an author, and miore thaii I could 
flatter myfelf with, I fhould be proud of 
deceiving youf commands, if I could be 
any way ufeful to yoii in this pdf t of the 
world, where, I aflure you, your reputa-^ 
tion is a« well eftabliiflied as in your owri 
country. I am with the utmoft regard and 
efteeui,. reverend Sir, your riioft humble^ 
and moft obliged, obedient fcrvant, 

A. . RAMSAY: 

LETTER CCLIV. 
br. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALt. 

London, S?pt. 12, 1727. 

A HAVE not wrote to you this long tirne^ 
nor would I now, if it were not necclTary, 
By Dr. Shefidari^ frequent letters, I anl 
every poft expecting the death of a friend^ 

f The travels of Cyrtu* 

0^2 with 
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with whole lo(k I ihaU h»ye veiy litde m* 
gard Sot the few ye«r3p that natnce may 
Uwc me. I <k0re to know where my tmm 
fjieods ipdge« I gave a cantkm to Mns«. 
JB/Mf , tb^ k might not be « dnn Jeeam^ 
fMQui^m J^c mmmfd(cett uH moM^efttm eftz 
k^^emm msUgnoSf qw Jmifiri hoc in$€rfre^ 
tahmtUTp Ji eveniat (qufi Dens aver tat J ut 
ilSc moriafur- I am iQ Aic;h a condition q£ 
healthf that I cannot poflibly tmyeU Pr# 
Sberidah^ to whom I wrotie this h&, poft* 
will be more particular, aD4 fjfwe myi weak 
diibrdered head« Pi^yj aofwer all .calls of 
money in your power io.Mrs^ Dmgl^p and 
defire her to aflc it« I cannpt come back 
at the time of my licence, I am afraid. 
Therefore the fecond or third day before it 
expires, .which will be the beginning of 
OSobetf (you will find by the date of the 
taft) take out a new one for another half 
year; and let the fame claufe be in (of 
leave to go to Great Britmn^ or elfewhere* 
for the recovery, of his health) for very pro- 
bably, if this unfortunate event ihouldhap* 
pen of the lofs of our friend (and I have 
no probability or hopes to exped: better) 
I will go to France^ if my health will per- 
mit 
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jak mc t6 forget myfelf *. lledvt mv whole 
little affairs with you f I hate to tnsttk of 
them; If Mn Dio^m^ or aldef mail F(»ir« 
fon^ come to pay^rent^ take it qo accowit»^ 
unlefs th^y bring you their laft ac^ittancd 
to diredt yoit. But Deacon owea me ie«»: 
venty*five pounds, and intereft^ upon hifi^c 
bond ; fb that you are to take care^ of giv-* 
inghim any receipt in full of all aceounfis^* 
I hope you and Mrs. WarraU have your 
health. I can hold up my head nolofi^« 
I am fincerdiy your's. 

You need, not trouble yourfelf to vtntt^ 
till you have buiine& i for it is uncertain 
where I (hall be. 

LETTER CCLV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. HOWARDf, 
before his leaving England. 

MAD AM, Sept. 1727. 

JL HIS cruel diibrder of deafne&i at^ 
tended with giddinefs, ftill coofiines me. I 

* Soon after the date of this letter the Dean went 
to Ireland \ and Mrs. Johnfon^ after langtiifl>ing about 
two moAtbS) died, on the aStfa of January^ 1727, in the? 
44th year of her ;ige. 

t f his lady went, in the prime of her youth, to 
the Murt of UanwiTy with her hufbaod, and became 

as ^f 
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have been debating with myfclf, that havw 
lag a home in Dublin not inconvenient, it 
would be prudent for me to return thither, 
while my ficknefs will allow me to travel. 
1 am therefore fetting out for Ireland i and' 
it is one comfort to me, that I am ridding 
you of a troublefome companion. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for all your 
civilities, and fliall retain the remembrance 
of them during my life. I hope you will 
favour me fo far, as to prefent my moft 
humble duty to the queen, and to defcribe 
to her majefty my forrow, that my difor- 
der was of fuch a nature, as to make me 
incapable of attending her, as (he was pleafed 
to permit me. I fliall ,pafs the remainder 
of V my life with the utmoft gratitude for 
Ji^r majefty *$ favours *, I am, &c. 

of the bedchamber to the princefs of Brunfwick^ aftcr-^ 
wards princefs of WaUsy and then queen Caroline. Upon 
the death of queen Anne^ (he came over with her mi- 
ftrcfs, and was reckoned the greateft favourite ztLticefikf^ 
houfe. Some time after the acceffion of Georgi IL Ih^ 
was created countefs of Suffolk^ and in a few years re-^ 
tired from court. She furvivcd her firft hulband, and 
married the honourable Mr. George Berkeley^ brother 
to lady Betty Germain^ in the year 1735. See Mrs. 
■Barber's letters, and thofe of lady Betty Germain, in this 
colledion. 

* His opinion of this lady, and fenfe of her majefty's 
•favours, a^r; exprcfled very diiFerently in other places : 

it 
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L E T T E R CCLVI. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to. 
Dr. S W I F T. 



I 



London, November 30th, 1727. 

HAVE heard, dear Sir, with great plea- 
fure, of your fafe arrival ; and, which is 
more, of the recovery of your health, I 
think it will be the beft expedient for me 
to take a journey. You will know who 
the inclofed comes from ; and, I hope, will 
value mine fpr what it contains. I think 
every one of your friends have heard from 
you, except myfelf. Either you have not 
done me juftice, or they have not done 
you ; for I have not heard from them of 
my name being mentioned in any of your 
letters. If my curiofity wanted only to be 
gratified, I don't ftand in need of a letter 
from yourfelf, to inform me what you are 
doing; for there are people about court, 
who can tell me every thing, that you do or 
fay ; fo that you had beft take care of your 

it i$ therefore to be prefumed, they were changed by 
feme events fubfequent to this letter, though I think he 
was never afterwards in England. See verfes on his own 
death, and the letter of lady ERz, Germain^ in this col- 
)e£tion. 

0^4 coridudt* 
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conduft. You fee of lybat importsmce y<m 
arcr Howevipr, al) quarrels afide^ I muft 
«ft: yt^/lf yott bare atiy intereft ? Or, d0 
you think^ that I could have> or procure 
any wxthmy lord lieutenant, to advance ^ 
rela^on x>f mine, one captain Ifmes^ I thin1( 
in colonel 7ir/^«*s regiraent, and now iij 
Limerkk ? He is an exceeding worthy man^ 
but hajS ftuck long iii a. low po^^ ib^ want 
of friends; Pray tell nae which way Jifball 
proce«d in this matter, 

I t«ras yefterday with all youf friends at 
St. Jdimf/i^ There is certainly a fatality 
tipoii poor Gay. As for hopes of prefertaeiit 
there hy favour, he has laid it afide. He has 
made a pretty good bargain (tha) Ib, > a 
Smitbfield one) for a little place in the cui- 
i^om-houfc, which was to bring him in 
about a hundred a year. It was done as a 
favour to an old man, and not at all to Gay^ 
When every thing was concluded, the man 
repented, and faid, he would not part wjth . 
his place. I have begged Gay not to buy an 
annuity upon my life ; I am fare I fhould 
not live a week. I long to hear of the fafe 
arrival of Dr. JD^iigr;^. Pray, give my hum- 
ble fcrvice to him. 
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As for newSy it was wrote from Spmn^ 
to me^ fi-om my brotlier ia Fi-ance, that 
the preliminaries were ratified, and yet the 
ihlniftty khow nothing of it. Nay, tomt 
told i&e^ that the aafwer^ wols ralher iiirly* 
Lord TcmnJhBnd is very fll i but I think, 
by^ the dqfcriptioii of his cafe, it is not 
mortals f wa« with our frteod at the b«di:^ 
A^rs yaAmUy» isuekI had the tenour to hk 
called mp aftd prettily chiid ^ \c9maf^ 
^i &c, 7he firft part af the diicourfe waa. 
about yo)!, Mn jPt?/^, CdtJ^ 9md my&lfit 
My ftaaadly are well : they, aiid my bfother 
jli Prance^ and ope that is here, all pvt 
iheir &rv^e to you, If yeu had been fkii 
lucky as to have gcHie to Paris laft fiiqimc»> 
you wouikl have had health, honour, afi4 
diverfion in abundance ; for I will promi^^ 
you would have recovered of the 4>leeai. % 
Aall add no more, but my kindeft wifhes, 
and tibat I am, with the greatefl affe^flioA 
j(i)d refp^a, ^Pwr's^ &c. 



I. £ T^ 
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LETTER CCLVII. 
Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, In London, at the White Pcrruke, 
Covent-Garden, 14th Dec. 1727. 

O U will be furprized in receiving an 
*Englifh effay from z French traveller. Pray, 
forgive an admirer of you, who oWes to 
your writings the love he bears to your 
language, which has betrayed hiqfi into the 
rafh attempt of writing in Englijh. . 

You will fee by the advertifement, that 
I have fome defigns upon you, and that I 
muft mention you, for the honour of your 
country, and for the improvement of mine. 
Do not forbid me to grace my relation with 
your name. Let me indulge the fatisfaftiont 
of talking of you, as pofterity will do, 

* An eflay on the civil wars of France, which he 
made the foundation of his Henriadey an heroic poenl, 
finec well known. He' had been imprlfoncd in the 
Baflile, in Paris, but being releafed about the year 1725, 
he came to England, and folicited fubfcriptions for his 
poem. In about a year and an half, he had made himfelf 
Hiafter of our language ; and, in 1727, when this letter 
was written, he publifhed the cflay here mentioned, 
with an eflay on the epic poetry of the European natio;is, 
from Homer to Milton* 

In 
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In the mean time, can I make bold to 
intreat yoii td make fome ufe of your inte- 
reft in Ireland, about fome fubfcriptions for 
the Henriade ; which is almo^ ready, and 
4oes not come out yet for want of a little 
help? The fubfcriptions will be but one 
guinea in hand. I anx^ with the higheil: 
efteem, and the utmoft gratitude. Sir, your 
pioft humble and moft obedient fervant, 

V O L T A I R E^ 

LETTER CCLVIII. 

Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT, 

after the publication . of the Henriade^ 

SIR, 

1 S E N T the other day a cargo of French 
dullnefs to . my lord lieutenant. My lady 
Bolingbroke has taken upon herfelf to fend 
you one copy of the Henriade. She is defir- 
eus to do that honour to my book ; and, 
I hope, the merit of being pr^fented to you 
by her hands will be a commendation to 
it. However, if fhe has not done it already, 
I defire you to take one of the cargo, 
which is now at my lord lieutenant's.- I 
wiih you a good hearing i if you have got 

it. 
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Mr. P(fe this winter; but I have feen the 
^rd Tolume of the Mifcelianea i and the 
more I read ^our work$» ^he more J am 
a^amed of mine.^ I am» with reiped^ 
«fteem» and gratitDde» Siri^ your mofthum* 
ble tibedient &rvan^ 

V O L T A I R E. . 

LETTER CCLIX, ^ 

Mr. G A Y to Pr, S W I F T^ 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Feb. the 15th, 1727-8. 

X HAVE deferred writing to you froni 
tinic to time, till I could give you an ac* 
count of the Begga/s Opera. It is a£bcd at 
the play-houfe in Lincoltis^Inn^Fietds with 
fiich fuccefs, that the play«houfe hath been 
crouded every night. To-night is the fif« 
teenth time of a&ing ; and it ia thought it 
will run a fortnight longer, I have or-* 
dttt^Motte * to fend the play to you the 
$rfl opportunity. I Qiade no intereft, eithef 
for approbation, or money; nor hath any 
body b^en preflcd to tak;e tickets for my be-*- 
licfijt; notwithilanding which, I think, I 

♦ ^ Bmamin^ the bookfellcr/ ' * 

ihall 
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Ibali make ah addition to my fortune of W 
tween fix and feven hundred pounds. I 
know this account will give you pleafuret 
^ I have ptt(hed through this precarious 
affair widiout fervility or flattery. 

As^to any favours from great men, I am 

in the fame ftate you left me i but I ani :i^ 

great deal happier^ as I have no exjpeda^ 

titons* The duchefe of ^luienfberry hath 

iignalized her fricndfliip to me upon thit^ 

occaikm, in fuch a confpacaous manner^ 

^ lliat I hope ^for her £ike) you will take 

, care to put your fork to all its proper ufes» 

and fuffer nobody for the futuce to put theii: 

knives in their mouths -f*. Lord Cobbam 

fzysy that I (hould have printed it in IfalmM 

over*-againf):' the EngJifhr that the ladies 

might have underftood what they read. The 

outlandi/h (as they novir call it) opera ha^ 

l»een £3 thin of latCi that fbme have called 

that the l^ggop^s Opera i and, if the ruft 

continues, I fear, I ^allhave remonftrances 

drawn up againft tne by the royal academy , 

of mufic. As none of us have heard from 

you of late, every one of us are in concern 

about your health : I }x^ we may hear 

f Sec the letter of November 9th, 1 729. 

3 , from 
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from you foon. By my cbnflant attendahccf 
on this aflfair, I have almoft worried myfclf 
into an ill ftate of health ; but I intend in 
five or fix days lo go to our country-feat, at 
Twickenbamy for a little air. Mr. Pope is 
very feldom in town- Mrs. Howard fre- 
quently afics after you, and defires her com- 
pliments to you. Mr. George Arbut knotty 
the dodor's brother, is married to Mrs* 
Yeggy Robin/on. 

1 would write more, but as to-night is 
for my benefit, I am in a hurry to go out 
about bufinefs. I am, dear Sir, 3rour moil 
affedionate and obedient fervant, 

J- G A y> 

LETTER CCLX; 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, March the 20th, lyzy-'S. 

A A M extremely forry, that your difor-^ 
der is returned ; but as you have a medi- 
cine, which hath twice removed it, I hope 
by this time you have again found the good 
eiFeds of it^ I have (ttn Dr. Delany at my 
lodgings; but, as I have been for a few 
days with Mx.Pulteney at Cajhioberry, I have 

not 
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not yet returned his vifit. 1 weftt with 
him to wait upon lord Bathkrji, ziidi lord 
Balinghroke ; « both of whom defire me to 
make, you their compliment^. Lady Bolihg-^ 
broke was very much out<)f brder, and with 
my lord is now at Dawley : (he experts a 
letter from you. Mrsi. Howard would gladly 
have th« receipt you have found fo much 
benefit by : fhe is happier than I have feeri 
her, ever fince you have left us, for (he m 
free as to her conjugal affairs, by articles 
of agreement.. The Beggar""^ Opera hath 
been adied now thirty-fix times, and was as 
full the laft night as the iSrft: ; and as yet, 
there is not the leaft probability of a thin 
audience: though there is adifcourfe about 
the town, that the doctors of the royal 
academy of mufic defign to folicit again ft its 
being played on the outlandifli opera dayiS, 
as it is now called. On the benefit«day of 
one of the adlrefles laft week, one of the 
players falling fick, they were obliged to give 
out another play, or difmifs the audience* 
A play was given out, but the audience 
called out for the Beggar^ Operas and they 
wer« , forced to play it, or the audience 
would not have ft aid. 

I have 
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t iuTe get ^y all thififiicoBfa hctwtm £^ 
ifen and eight hundred pounds ^ tndJRick^ 
doduidling the whole charge of the houft^ 
liath cleared ahready near four thou&nd 
pounds* |n about a mAnth t am goti^ to 
Ba^ with the duchefs of MarliorQUgh^ and 
Mr. Congreve^ for I have no expeAations 
of receiving any favours from the courts 
The duchefa of Slt^trnfierry i& in J^iitjbire^ 
where (he hath had the fmalKpox in £o 
£fcVourable a way» that fhe had not above 
ieven or eight on her face : ihe is now 
perfedly recovered^ There is a naetzotinto 
print pubU(hed to-day of Polly, the heroine 
of the Beggar^ % Optra * 5 who was before 
unknown^ and is now in fo high vogue^ 
that I am in doubt, whether her fame does 
not furpafs that of the opera itielf. I would 
not have talked £0 much on this fubjed:, 
m: upon any thing that regards myfelf, but 
to you : as I know you intereft yourfelf io 
fincerely in every thing that concerns me, I 
believe you would have blamed me, if I had 
faid lefs. 

I faw Dr, Arbuthnott laft night with: 
Mt. Lewis, at Sir fniliam Wyndbam^ who, 

* Mifs Fenton. 

if 
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at he had not the gout, would have arifwercdl 
your letter you fen t him a year and a half 
Ago. He faid this to me a week fince, but 
he is now pfetty well again, and fo miy 
forget to write; for which reafon, I ought 
to do him judice, and tell you, that I think 
him a fincere well-wifher of youV's. I have 
iiot {ten Mr* Pope lately, but have heard^ 
that both he and Mrs^-f Pope art very welK 
I intend to fee him ^t Twickenham on Surif^ 
day next. 1 have Hot drank out the Guibe^ 
ridge cyder yet ; but 1 have not fo much as 
a fingle pint of port in niy cellar. I have 
bought two pair of iheets againft your com* 
Ing to town, fo that we need not fend any 
inore to Jervais upon that account. I 
really mifs you every d^y ; and I would be 
content, that you fhould have a whole win- 
dow to yourfelf, and half another, to have 
you again* I am, dear Sir, your's moit 
affedtionately. 

You have half a year's interefi due at 
Lady-day^ and now it is March the sothj 
1727-8. 

t Mr, P§pe\ mother.^ 



Vot . IL H ^ L E T- 
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LETTER CCLXL 
'Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T, 
DEAR, SIR, Bath» May the i6tlh i7»** 

I H A V t beert « the BatA abotit ten days, 
and t hSiVfe pkycd at ho game but oiice, 
land that at badcgammbri with Mr. Lewis, 
who is vety much your hunible fervant. 
Lord and lady Bolingbroke are here; I thihic 
Ihe is better : tliey ftay, as I giiefs, about a 
fortnight longer. They both defired me 
to make 'their rompliments ; as does Mr. 
'Congreve%, Who is in a very ill Hate of 
health, but fomewhat better fincc he c4me 
'Kerc. I do. riot know how long I fhall fiay 
here, becaiife I dm now, as I have been all 
my life, at the difpofal of others. I drink 
the waters, and am in hopfis to lay in a ftock 
' of health r feme of which I wi(h to .com- 
municate to you. Dr. Delahf told me you 
had been upon a journey, and I really fanfy, 
' liking hof fe is as good as takirtg th6 wa- 
ters-: I hope you have found benefit by ft. 
The Beggars Opera is adied here ; but our 
Po/fy hath got no fame, though the adors 

., . t ' He died 1 9tb January, 1728-9/ 

* ^ " '^ have 
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have got money. I have fent by Dr. JDe^ 
lany the opera^ Polly Peachum and captain 
Macheatb. I would have fent you my ovsm 
bead (which is now engraving) to make up 
the ga»g, but it \% not yet finiihed. I fup-^ 
pofe you muft have heard^ that I had th^ 
honour to have had a fermon preached 
againft my works by a court-chaplain •f', 
which I look upon as no fmall addition to 
my fame. Piredt to me here when you 
write \ and the fooner that is, the fooner 
you'll make me happy. 

LETTER CCLXIL 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Bath, July the 6th, .1728. 

JL H E laft news I have heard of you, 
was from Mr. Lancelot^ who was at this 
place With lor^ Sujfex^ who gave me hopes 
of feeing you the latter end of this fummer. 
I wifh you may keep that fefolqtion, and 
take the Bath in your way to town. You in ' 

. t * Dr. Thomas Herringj then preacher tothe fociety 
of LincoIn*S'Inny and afterwards archbifliop of Canter* 
•iitry. Dr. Swifts in the Intelligencer, N^ III. publUhed 
in inland^ fpeaks with great a^erity of Dr. Herrings on 
account of his fermon againft the Beggar\ Opira.* 

R 2 . all 
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all probability will find here fomt, or zaod 
of thofe you like to fee. Dr. Arbutbnot$ 
wrote to me to-day. from Tunbridgef where 
he is now for the recovery of his health, 
having had fevcral relapfes of a fever : he 
tells me he is much better, and that in 
Auguft he intends to come hither, Mr.C9«- 
greve and I often talk of you, and wifli you 
health, and evtry good thing ; but often, 
out of felf-intereft, we wifli you with ui^ 
In five or fix days, I fct out upon an excur- 
fion to Herefordjhire^ to lady Scudamore^^ 
but (hall return here the beginning of Au^ 
guji. I wiih you could meet me at Gu^ 
tberidge. The Bat Jb did not agree with lady 
Bolingbroke. Since (he went to Dawley, by 
her own inclination, without the advice of 
phyficians, fhe hath taken to amilki-diet, 
and writes me an account of prodigious good 
efFefts in the recovery of her appetite ?ind 
fpirits. The weather is extremely hot, the 
place is very empty. I have an inclination 
to ftudy, but the heat makes it impofiible. 

The d — of -; * I hear hath run away 

with Polly Peachuniy having fettled 400/. a 
year upon her during pleafure ; and,^ upon 

* The duke of Boltany who afterwards married Mife 

^' difagreement. 
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Sifagreemcnt, 200/. a year. Mr. Pope is 
in a ftatc of perfccution for the Pundad: 
1 wifli to be witncfs of his fortitude^ but 
he writes but feldom. It would be a con- 
folation to me to hear from you. My 
portrait metzotinto is publiihed frbm Mr. 
Howard's painting; I wifh to fend you one; 
but I fanfy I could get a better impreffion 
at London. I have ten thoufand things to 
talk to you, but few to write; yet defer 
^ writing to you no longer, knowing you in- 
tfereft yourfelf in every thing, that concerns 
mc, fo much, that I make you happy, as 
you will mc, if you can tell me you are 
in good health ; which I wifli to hear every 
morning as foon as I awake. I am, dear 
Sir, your's moil affedionately. 

LETTER CCLXIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL. 

September 28th, 1728. 

X HAD all the letters given me by my 
fervant : fo tell Mrs. Brent -f- and Dr. She-- 
rtdan ; and I thank you for the great care 
you had in the commiilions I troubled you 

f His houfekeeper. 

R 3 with. 
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with* Wc have a dcfign Mpon SAerfik»^ 
He ient us in print a ballad upoa Bai^eliin^ 
ia which he has emplQ}red all the rhimet 
he coold find to diat word^ but we have 
found £fteen xoorci and enipk>yed them in 
abufing his balladU and Baily^eUin Kpo. I 
here iend jrou a copy, aod dcfire 3^oa will 
get it printed privately^ aad puhlifhed;j^» 
I sun ever your'«f Gff, 

L ]^ T t E R CCLXIV. 
Mr. G AY to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, London, DcccmW the 2d, 1728, 

1 THINK this is my fourth letter ; I 
-pm fure it is the third, without any anfwcr. 
If I had any aiTurance of your health, I 
fhould have been more eafy. I fhould 
have wrote to you upon this fubjedt above a 
month ago; had it not been for a report, 
that you were upon the road in your way 
to England I which I fear now was without 
ibundation. Lord and lady Bolingipoke- zrc 
in town : flie hath been lately very ill, but 
is now fomewhs^ better. I have had a 
very fevere attack of a fever^ which, by 

t See the vcrfes in voL xiv,£tui/i^ works j 8vo edition. 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 24-7 ) 

thccgircof our friend X)^. Arkithnott^ hath^. 
I ^pe, ajmoft lcf|: me^, I have been con- 
finca about ten days, but neverlo my bcd^ 
fo th^t J hop? fooi) to get abroad about my 
bufincf^j thjit isj tKe care pf thp^iecofld 
part of the Beggar*^ Opera^ which was aU 
moft ready for rehearfal \ but Rich received 
the duke of GrafiorC% cpmmagd? (ijpon an 
inforniation, that he was rehearfing a play 
improper to be reprefented) not to rehfearfe 
jny new play whatever, till his grace hath 
feen it. What will become of it, I know 
not; but I am fure, I have written nothings 
that can be legally fuppreffecj, unlefs the 
fetting viceis in general in an odious light, 
and virtue in an amiable one, may give 
offence. I pafTed five or ^x months this 
year at the l^atb with the duchefs of Marl* 
borough ; and then, in the view of taking 
care of myfelf, writ this piece. If it goes 
on, in cafe of fuccefs^ I have taken care to 
make better bargains for myfelf: I tell you 
this, becaufe I know you are fo good as to 
intereft ypurfelf fo warmly in my affairs, 
that it is what you would want to know. 
I faw Mr. Tope on Friday j who, as to his 
health, is jufl as you left him. Dr. Arbutb- 
R 4 riott 
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m// particularly defires his compUmeiKts } 
and Mrs. Howard Qften afks after you. 
Prince Frederick is cxpcded over this wcck^ 
I hope to go abroad in two or three days, 
I wifh I could meet you either abroad, or 
, at hornet 

LETTER CCLXV, 
Mn ^^ A Y to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



From the Duke of Quecnfbcrry's> 
in Burlington-Gardens, 
DEAR SIR, March the i8tb, 1728-.9. 

H AVE writ to you feveral times; and 
having heard nothing from you makes me 
fear my letters are mifcarried, Mr. Pope's 
letter hath taken off my concern in fome 
degrees but I hope good weather will in- 
tircly rc-cftabli(h you in your health. I 
am but juft recovered from* the fevereft fit of 
ficknefs, that ever any body had^ who cf* 
caped death. I was feveral times given up 
by the phyficians, and every body that at^ 
tended me; and, upon my recovery, was 
judged to be in fo ill a condition, that I 
ihould be miferable for the remainder of 
my life : but, contrary to all expeftation,. 
J am perftdly recovered, and have no re- 
mainder 
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maindcr of thfc diftcifipers, that attacked 
me, which were at the fame time, fever, '. 
afthma, and pleurify. I am now in the ; 
duke of ^eenjberry'% hotife, and have been . 
ib ever fine* Ileft Hdmpfteadi where I was ' 
carried at a time, that it was thoaght I 
could not live a day. Since my coming to 
town, I have been very little abroad, the 
weather has been fo fevere. 
^ I muft acquaint you, (becaufe I know it 
will pleafe you) that during my ficknefs I 
had many of the kindeft proofs of friend- 
fhip, particularly from die duke and du- 
chcfs of Sltieenfberry^ who, if I had been 
their neareft relation, and neareft friend, 
could not have treated me with more con- 
iftant attendance then j and they continue 
the fame to me now. 

You muft undoubtedly have heard, that 
the duchefs took up my defence with the 
king and queen, in the caufe of my play, 
and that (he hath been forbid the court for 
interefting herfelf to increafe my fortune, 
l)y the publication of it, without being 
aAed. The duke too hath given up his 
employments (which he would have done, 
if the duchefs had not met with this treats 
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nicnt) upon account of ill uftigc fi-on>i the. 
miniAers^ but this hgfkucd hiqi ui what 
l)e ha^d dcti&rjnincd> The pUy is npw jilmpfl: 
pjintedy with the oiufic, war4v^<^d.bafes», 
engraved on thirty-ope cppperr-platf s, . 
vhidbj by my friends afjiftaflce, hajth a pxp-r 
babjJity to turn greatly to my »dvg4it.age. 
TKe iucbefe f^ MarlBorougb hath g wen mc 
a hundred pounds for ouf gopy ; and .other;s^ 
have jcomributed very hafldfoipely } bpt^ 
(s ^y account is not yejt fettled* I cannot 
tell you particulars. 

For writing in the caufc oi virtue, jjnd 
againft the faihio^Ie vices* J am }Qoke4 
uppa *t prefenjt a$ the moft pbnoxiojus perT 
fon aJmpii in England^ Mr, Vultemy Itells 
;ne^ I h^ve got the ftart of him* Mr. Popt 
tells .me, that I am dead^ *ad that this obr 
jiQxiouihefs is the reward for my iijoifen- 
^v^eneis in my former life. J wi(h I had^ 
book ready to fend yon ; but^ J bejicvp^ J 
ihaU not he able to .compleat this woirjc tjlji 
the latter end of next week. ' Your money 
is ftill in lord Batburjl'% hands ; buj:> \ be*- 
lieve,. I ihall receive it foon,: J wiih Jto re- 
ceive your orders how to difpofe of il. I ^n^ 
impatient to finifh vay work, for I want 
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ijie country air ; not that lam ill, button 
recover my ftrength ; and I cannot leave the 
work till it is finiflied. . While I am writ- 
ing this» I am in the room^ next to ourdia^ 
ing^room, with iheets all round it, and two 
people from the binder folding iheets, £ 
print the book at my own expence, iji 
quarto, which is to be fojd for iix fhilljngs. 
with the mufic. You fee I do not want 
induftry ; and, I hope you will allow, that 
i have not th6 worft oeconomy. Mrs, 
Howard hath declared herfelf ilrongly, 
both to the king and queen, as my advocate. 
The duchefs oi S^ueenjberry t3 allowed to 
liave (hewn more fpirit, more honour, an4 
more goodnefSs, than wa& thought poffiblc 
Incur times; J fhould have added too more 
undeiJftahding and good fenfe. You fee my 
fortune (as I hope my virtue will) i»creafes 
by oppreffion. I go to no courts; I drink 
no wine ; and am calumniiatedj. ^e^cn by 
minifters of ftate, and yet am in good Ipi*- 
Tits. Moft of the courtiers, though other^ 
wife my friends, refufed to contribute to 
my undertaking. But the city and the peo- 
ple of England take my part very warmly i 
and, I am told, the heft of the citizens will 
I give 
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give mc proofs of it by their contribu*- 
tions. 

I could talk to you a great deal morc^ 
but I am afraid I ihall write too much for 
you, and for myfelf. I have not writ fo 
much together fince my ficknefs. I cannot 
omit telling you, that Dr, ylrbutbnatfs at- 
tCBdance and care of me fhewed him the 
bed of friends* Dr. HoffiPigs, though in- 
tirely a ftranger to me, was joined with him, 
and ufed me in the kindeil and mofl hand- 
fome mannen Mr. and Mrs. Puheney were 
greatly concerned for me, vifited me, and 
ihewed me the flrongeft proofs of friend- 
fliip. When I fee you I will tell you of 
others, as of Mr. Pope, Mrs. Bhunty Mr, 
and Mrs. RoUinfon, lord and lady Bcling-^ 
broke, &c. I think they are all your friends 
and wcll-wiflicrs. I hope you will love them 
the better upon my account ; but do not 
forget Mr. Lewtf^ nor lord Batburfi, Sir 
William Wyndham, and lord Gower, and lord 
Oxford, among the number. 
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LETTER CCLXVI/ 
JDr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

^^ London, March 19th, 1728-9.. 

X HIS is the fecond or third time, dear 
Sir, that I have wrote to you, without 
hearing a ^vprd of you, or from you ; only^ 
in general, that you are very much out of 
order; fometimes of your two old com^ 
plaints, the vertigo and deafnefs, which I 
am very forry for* The gentleman, who 
carries this, hath come better off than I did 
imagine: I ufcd my little intereft ae far as 
it would go, in his affair. He will be able 
to give you fome account of your friends^ 
many of whom have been in greats diftrefs 
this winter for Join Gay, I may fay, 
without vanity, his life, under God, is due 
to the unwearied endeavours and care o£ 
your humble fervant : for a phyfician, who 
had. not been paffionately his friend, could 
not have faved him, I had, befides my per- 
gonal concern for him, other motives of 
my care. He is now become a public per- 
fon, a little Sacbtverelli and I took the faine 
pleafurc in faving him, as RadcUffe did in 
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prclcrving my lord cUicf jufticc Holt[% wife, 
whom he attended otrt of fpite to the Yixxi^ 
hmAf who wi(hed her dead« . 

The inoffenfive John Gay is now become 
one of the obftrudions to the peace of BM'^ 
rope^ the terror of the minifters, the chief 
author of the Craft/man^ and all the fcdi* 
tious pamphlets, which have been publiihed 
againft the government* He has got feveral 
turned out of their places ; the grcateft or-* 
nament of the court bani(hed from it fpr 
his fake ; anot^ier great lady »in danger of 
being cbaJJ^^ likcwifc ; about feven or eight 
ducheffes pufhing forward, like the anti^it 
<ircumcelliones in the church, who ftiall fuf- 
fer martyrdom upon his account firft. He 
is the darling of the city. If he fliould 
travel about the country, he would have 
hecatombs of roafted oxen facrificed to him, 
fince he became fo confpicuous. JVilL Puf^ 
teney hangs his head, to fee himfelf fo much 
outdone in the career of glory. I hope he 
will get a good deal of money by printing 
his play ; but, I really believe, he would 
get more by flicwing his perfon : and, I 
can afTure you, this is the very identical 
John Gay^ whom you farmcrly knew, and 
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lodged' virith {nWbitebaH ivro jrM% age. ' f 
have been diVfirting^ myfelfwitli making 
in extract out of a hiflofy, \diich will hi 
printed li^ tht yeat 1948. 1 wifti 1 had 
yotnr affiftatice to go through with it; fbt 
i tm afTure you, it rifeth to a very iblemn 
J)iece of burlefcjue. 

As ttt the condition of your little dub, 
it is not quite fo defperate as yoii might 
imagine ; for Mr, Pope is as high in fa- 
vour, * as i am afraid the reft are out of it. 
The king, upon the perufal of the laft edi- 
tion of his Dunciady declared he was a very 
honeft man. 1 did not know till this mo- 
ment, that 1 had fo good an opportunity 
to fend you a letter ; and now I know 
it, am called away, and am obliged to end 
with my beft wiflies and refpedts, being 
moft fincerely your% Gfr. 

LETTER CCLXVIL 
Chevalier RAMSAY to Dn SWIFTS 

SIR, London, loth. April, 1729^ 

vJr N E of the greatcft pleaJfures I pro- 

pofed to myfclf in a journey to England, 

was that of feeing you at London^ and it i$ 

- a very 
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•Very fcniibk mortification to me to fihdi 
myfelf difappointed in fo agreeable an cx^ 
pedation. It is now' many years fince I 
had the higheil efteem of your genius and 
writings ; and when I was very young» I 
found, in fome of them, certain ideas, that 
prepared me for relifhing thofe principles 
of univerfal religion, which I have iince 
endeavoured to unfold in Cyrus. I could 
not let our common friend Mr. Lejley * go 
back to Ireland^ without feizing the oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the obliging zeal 
you have (hewn to make my work eileemed. 
Such marks of friendfhip do me a great deal 
of honour, as well as pleafure, and I hope 
I have a thorough fenfe of them. As I 
have much enlarged my book, I am going 
to publifh a new edition by fubfcription* 
I have given an hundred copies of the 
propofals to our friend, and flatter myfelf, 
that I may count upon the continuation of 
your friendfhip. I am, with great refpedl. 
Sir, your moft obliged and moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

A. RAMSAY. 

♦ Son of the reverend Mr. Charles Lejksy the> famous 
Nonjuror, 
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LETTER CCLXVm. 
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pf, A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. S^ W I F T. 

D £ A R S I &, London, May &\ ijag; 

X HAVE wrote three times, to Mr. 
Deaa of Sf. Patrici*s^ without receiving fo 
much as an acknowledgment of the receit 
of my ktters. At the fame time I hear of 
Other letters, which. hi& acquaintances re^ 
ceive from himu I believe I fhould hardly 
have brought my fclf t)o have written this, 
were it not to ferve you, and ia friend at the 
fame time. 

I recommended one Mr. Majhrii fon of 
"Mafotiy gentleman of the queen's^ chapel, a 
bary-tone voice,, for the vacancy of a finger 
in your cathedral. This letter was wrote 
ittaciBatbldSLSeptmber. The fame ilf4^ 
informs me,, that there \^ another vacancy: 
therefore \ renew my requeft* I believe 
you will hardly get a better: he has a 
pleafant mellow voice, and has^ furtg feveral 
times in the king^s chapel thi^ winter, to 
the fatisfadion. of the audience. I beg at 
leaft your anfwer to this. Your friends ia 

Vol.11. S town. 
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town, fucl^ as I know, are welL Mr. Fope 
IS happy again, in having his mother reco- 
vered. Mr. Gay is gone to Scotland -^xxkt 
the duke bf S^eensberry. He has about 
twenty lawfoits with bookfellers for pirat- 
ing his book. The king j;o(es foon to Ha-- 
nover. Thcfe are all the news I know. I 
hope you don't imagine I ani fo little con- 
cerned about your health, as not to delire 
to be informed of the ftate of it from your- 
felf. I have been tolerably well this win- 
ter, I thank God. My brother Robin is 
here, and longs, as well as I, to know how 
you do. This, with my beft wifhes and 
refpefts, from, dear Sir, your moll faithful 
humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCLXIX. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to 
' Dr. S W I F T. 



T 



DEAR SIR, V London, June 9, 1729. 

HIS i$ given you by Mr- Mafon^ whom 
I believe you will find anfwering the cha- 
radler I gave of him, which really was not 
partial ;^ for I am not fo much as acquainted 
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Vith his father or himfelf, I explained 
every thing to hini according to the tenor 
of the letter which I received from you 
fome time ago, and for which I moft hear- 
tily thank you* Let him now fpeak for 
Bimfelf. 1 have been enquiring about a 
counter-tenor ; but have, as yet, pa intel- 
ligence "of any • 

I am really fenfibly touched with the ac- 
count you give of Ireland. It is not quite 
fo bad here ; but really bad enough : at the 
fame time we are told, that we are in great 
plenty and happinefs. 

Your friends, whom you mention in 
your*s, are well. Mr, Gay is returned from 
Scotland^ and has recovered his ftrength 
by his journey, Mr- Fope is well i he had 
got an injunaion in chancery againft the 
printers, who had pirated his Dunciad: it 
Was diflblved again> becaufe the printer 
could not prove any property, nor did the 
author appear. That is not Mr* G^y's 
cafe; for he has owned his book. Mr. 
Pulteney gives you his fervice. They are all 
better than myfelf ; for I am now fo bad 
of a conftant convulfion in my heart, that 
I am like to^ expire fometimes. We have 
S 2 no 
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BO news, that I know of, I am apt to be- 
lieve, that, in a little time, this nvtttei: of 
the provifional treaty will be on or off. Th€^ 
young man waits for npiy letter., I fhaH 
trouble yoa no more at prefent, but re-* 
main, with my beft wiflies, and mod fin^ 
cere afFcftion, dear Sir, your mofl faithful 
humble fervant, 

TO. AR.BUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCLXX- 

Lady CATHARINE JONES^ 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Chelfea, June nth, I729» 

I RECEIVEp the favour of your let- 
tec of the 2 ad of May^ and own my obli- 
gation to Mr. Dean for the information of 
the decay of my grandfather's -f monument 
in the cathedral church of St. Patrick. 

♦ ^-Daughter of Aithard czrl of RmHaghj who had 

.iMefi paymafter-geiieralan4 governor of C^^^ hofpital, 

and great-niece to Mr. BoyU^ being one of the grand- 

^ftugheeps of his filter Catharine countcfs of Ranelagh* 

•^ A monument ereflad to the memory of archbi&op 

Jo^esyznd his fon lord vifcount Ranelagh. It was then in, 

a ruinous condition j but repaired by the order of this- 

. l«dy« 

Mr. 
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Mr. Trench, the prtfcnt rcceiwr of my 
father's cftate^ will be, (omt time ncart 
month, in tfeat kingdom, whom I have 
ordered to wait upon yoii for ybur direftion 
in that affair ; in which, when he has in- 
formed me of the expence, I Ihall imme^ 
diately give direftion^ to have it done, 
agreeably to the defire of the dean and 
chapter) q& well as the duty done to the 
memory of my grandfather, without adding 
further trouble tx> Mr. Dean, from his moil 
humble and obedient fervant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 

^LETTER CCLXXI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

AixJa-ehapclk, Auguft 30, 1729, N, S. 

. I TOOK a letter of your's from Pope^ 
and brought it with me to this place, that 
I might anfwer at leaft a part of it. I, be- 
gin to-day: when I fliallfinifh I know not; 
perhaps when I get back to my farm. The 
waters I have been perfuaded to drink;^ and 
thofe, which my friends drink, keep me 
fuddled or employed all the morning. The 
S3 afternoona 
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afternoons are fpent in airings Qr viiltS) and 
we go to bed with the chicken *» ■ ■ 

LETTER CCLXXII. 
Mr, GAY to Pr. SWIFT. 

Middletpn Stoney^ Nov. the 9th, IJ2^: 

JL HAVE long known you to be my 
friend upon fevcral occafions, and particu- 
larly by your reproofs and admonitions. 
There is one thing, -which you have often 
put me in mind of, the over-running you 
with an anfwer before you had fpoken. 
You find I am pot a bit the better for it ; 
for I ftill write and write on, without hav- 
ing ? word of an anfwer., I have heard of 
you once by Mr, Pope : let Mr. Pope hear 
of you the next time by me. By this way of 
treating /ne, I mean, by your not letting 
me know, that you remember me, you arc 
very partial to mc, I fhould have faid, very 
juft to me. You feem to think, that I 
do not want to be put in mind of you, 
which is very true ; for I think of you very 
pften, and as often wifli to be with you, I 

f « The reft of the letter is printed in Mr. Pipe's ' 
worjcs, Vol. IX. p. 141, ^c.* 
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have \y^cri\nOocfordJbire with the duke' ef 
^ueenjberry for thcfc three months/, and 
have had very little correfpondencc with 
any of our friends. I have employed' my 
time in new- writing a damned play, which 
I wrote feveral years ago, called ^e wife of 
Batb'f. As it is approved or difapproved 
of by my friends, when I come to town, I 
ihall either have it aifted, or let it alone, 
if my ^ * brethren do not take oiFence at 
it. Tne ridicule turns upon fupcrftition, 
and I have avoided the vtty words bribery 
and corruption. Folly indeed is a word; 
that I have ventured to make ufc of; but 
that is a term, that never gave fools offbnce. 
It is a common faying, that he is wife, that 
knows himfelf. What hath happened of 
late, I think, is a proof, that it is not li* 
mited to the wife. 

My lord Batburjl is ftill our cafhier: 
Ivhen I fee him, I intend to fettle our 

t This comedy was the firft he wrote, and was 
unfuccefsfully performed at the theatre in Drury-Lane^ 
in the year 17 13- It was altered by the author, and 
revived feveral years after [1729-30] at the theatre in 
Lincolri s/tnn^fields^ and damned a fecond time, although 
the author's reputation was then at its height, from the 
uncommon fuccefs of his Beggar\ Opera. 

S 4 accounts. 
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tccounts^ aikd repay myfdf Ae fite poniait 
of the two hundred I owe you. Next week 
I believe I (hall be in towtt ; oot at ff^hi6e^ 
kail, for thofe. lodgings were judged not 
eonrenient for met and were difpofed of* 
pire(3: to me to the duke of S^ueenfierry'^ 
in Burlmgton^gardens^ near Pkcadilly^ You 
have often twitted me in the teeth for han-f 
kering after the court. In that you miftook 
me; for I know by experi«ncet that there is 
no dependancei that can be fi^rt^* but a de** 
pendattce upon ^ne'? fclf. I will take tare 
of the little fortune I have got^ I know 
ypu will take this refolution kbdly, and 
you fee my inclinatiom will make me write 
to yQU# whether you will write to me or no. 
I am, dear Sir, your's moft fincercjy and 
moil aiFe&ionatelys 

J- GAY. 

P. S. To the lady I live with I owe my 
life and fortune: think of her with re- 
{f^&.i value and eftccm her as I doj 
and never more defpife a fork with three 
prongs, I wifh too you would Qot eat 
from the point of your knife *, She hath 

^ Sec the letter of feb. 15, l^^^^Z. 
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Co mucli gbodo^fs, ^Irtuc> dnd ^^ncrofity, 
that, if you knew her, you would have 
a j^eafure in obeying her as I do. She 
4pften wi&e9 Ihe had known you. 

LETTER CCLXXIIL 
Lord B- — to Dr. SWIFT- 
DEAR DEANt February the lath, 1719-^% 

X HAVE this moment received a letter 
from you( but it is the ^rfl: I can call a 
letter: the other fcraps were only to dired 
me to convey your correfpondence to others, 
and I thought I anfwered them beft by 
obeying your commands. But now you 
have deigned to fend me one in form, with 
A proper beginning and endings I will not 
wait even for a pbft-day ; but I have taken 
pen and ink immediately to tell you> how 
much I think myfelf obliged to you, and 
how fincerely I am ■ ■ 

Well, I might end here, if I would j but 
1 can't part with you fo foon; and I muft 
let you know, that as to your money affairs, 
though I have paid off John Gay, I ftill keep 
the 200/. for which I have given him a 
note. I have paid him interefl to this time 

for 
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for k, which he muft account to yoti for. 
Now you muft imagine^ that a man, who 
has* nine children to feed^ can^t long afford 
aUenos pa/cere nummos ; but I have four ^or 
five, that are very fit for the table *• I ^ 
only wait for the lord mayor's day to dif- 
pofe of the largeft ; and I fhall be fure of 
getting off the youngeft, whenever a certain 
great man ^f* makes another entertainment 
at Cbelfia.. Now you fee, though I am 
your debtor, I am not without my proper 
ways and means to raife a fupply anfwer^ 
able to your demands I muft own to you, 
that I fhould not have thought of this me- 
thod of raifing money; but that you feemed 
to point it out to me. For juft at the time 
that fcheme came out, which pretended to 
be calculated only for Ireland, you gave me 
a hint in one of the envelopes \anglice co-^ 

• This alludes to a trad pf the Dean*s, intituled, 
** Amodcft propofal for preventing the children of 
•* poor people in Ireland from being a burden to their 
•^ parents or country,v and for making them beneficial 
*' to the public/' The Dean had proposed many 
tifcful fchemes, which having been negleifted, he fati- * 
jically and humouroufly propofes to fatten and eat the 
children of the poor, as the only remaining expedient to 
prevent mifery to themfelves, and rendcr.thcm of fomc 
benefit to the public, 

t * Sir Robert fFalpolc* , ' 

, vers] 
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verj] that you wiflicd I might provide for. 
my numerous family ; and in this lail yoa 
harp upon the fame firing. I did imme-* 
diately propofe it to lady Bathurji as your 
advice; particularly for her laft boy, which 
was horn the plumpeft, fineft thing, that 
could be feen ; but flie fell in a paflion, 
and Hjj^d me fend you word, that ihe would 
not follow your diredion, but that ihc 
would breed him up to be a parfon^^ and 
he fhould live upon the fat of the land ;* or 
a lawyer, and then, inftead of being cat 
himfelf, he ihould devour others. Yoa 
know women in paffion never mind what 
they fay ; but, as fhe is a very rcafonable 
woman, I have almoft brought her over 
,now to your opinion ; and having convinced 
her, that as matters flood, we could not 
poifibly maintain all thc<nine, fhe does be- 
gin to thinks it reafonable the youngcflt" 
fhould raife fortunes for the cldefl. And 
upon that foot a man may perform family 
duty with more courage and zeal; for if he 
fhould happen to get twins, the felling of 
one might provide for the other. Or if, by 
any accident, whilft his wife lies-in with 
one child, he fhould get a fecond upon the 
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body of another Wooitii^ he might (Hfpofe 
9f the fatteft of the two» atid that would 
help po breed up tlie other. The more I 
think upon this fcheme, the more reaibn-* 
able it appears to me j aiid it ought by no 
saean^ to be .coofined to Irtiandi for in all 
|»rDbability we ihall^ in a very little time# 
be altogether as poor here as you .are &ere« 
X believe indeed we ihall carry it farther^ 
and not confine our luxury only to the eat^^ 
ing. of children ; fbr I happened to peep the 
other day into a large ailbmbiy ^ not far 
from W^mnjltr^baU^ and I found theaod 
nafting a great fat fellow ^. For.my owA 
|iart^ I had not the leaft Inclination to a 
ilice of him I but» if I guei!ed it right, 
lour in iive of the company had a deviliih 
mind to be at him. You begici now t» 
^i(h I had ended, when I might have don* 
it fo conveniently* .Well, Adieu^ 

• * The parliament/ 
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L E^T ER CCLXXIV. 
Mf. G A Y to Dr, S W I F T. 

D^^AiBt Sin^ Landoe, March thersd^ 1729-3QA 

Jl FINI> you are determined not to write 
ta me, according to our old ftipulation^. 
Had I not been every poft for fbmc tima 
in e3cpedation to have heard from yoa, F 
fhottld have wrote to you before, to let 
you know the prefent ftate of your afiairsv 
Let me know what f fhall do with the inte-^ 
reft-money I have received. What I have 
done for you, I did for my (elf, which will 
be always the way of my tranfafting any 
thing for you. My old vamped play got 
me no money ; for it had no fuccefr. I ana 
gcing^vcry foon into ^//^/rr with the duke 
of ^eenjberry, with intention to ftay there 
tilt the winter. Since I had that fevcre fit 
of ^kndts^ } fitnd my health requires it ; for 
Icamiot bear the. town as I could formerly. 
IJbope another iiimmer's air, andexercifQ> 
will reniftatc mc. I continue tO: drink no- 
dung hut water, fo that you can't require 
any poetry from me. I have been very fel-- 
dom. abroad 0nce I came ta town, and oat 

once 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 270 ) 

oiicc at court* Tills is no reftraint upofi 
fne, for I am grown old cnaugh to wifli for 
retirements I faw Mr. Pope a day or two 
ago in good fpirits, and with good wiih6s 
for you. Wc always talk of you j the 
AoQiov does the fame. I have left off all 
great folks but our own family. Perhaps 
you will think all great folks little enough 
to leave off us, in our prefent iituation. I 
don't hate the world, but I laugh at itj for 
none but fools can be in earneft about a 
trifle. I am, dear Sir, your's moft affec-? 
tionately. 

Dired: for me at the D of ^7-—, in 

Burlington-gardens. 

LETTER CCLXXV.' 
Mr. GAY to^ Dr. S W I F T. 

- DEAR SIR, March the 31ft, 1730. 

I EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to fet 
out iov JViltJhirey and am as impatient as 
ypu feem to be to have me get on horfe- 
back. I thought proper to give you this 
intelligence, becaufe Mr.. Lewis told me 
lafl Sunday^ that he was, within a day or 
two> to fet out for the Bath i fo that very 

fooa 
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foon yoii are like to have neither of fotit 
caihiers in town.. Continue to diredt for nae 
at this houfe: the letters will be ient tb me^ 
where-ever I am. My ambition^ at prefent; 
is levelled to the fame pointy that you di« 
redtmeto; for lam every day building 
villakins^ and have given over that of ca- 
(lies. If I were to undertake it in my pre- 
fent circumftance^ I fhould^ in the >mtift 
thrifty fcheme, foon be ftraitened ; and I' 
hate to be in debt ; for I can't bear to pawn 
five pounds worth of my liberty to a taylor 
or a butcher. I grant you, this is not hav- 
ing the trjue fpirit of modern iK)bility i but 
it is hard to cure the prejudice of educa- 
tion. I have made your compliments to 
Mr. P ; who is very much your hum- 
ble fervant. I have not feen the Dpdtor, 
and am not like to fee his Rotien brother 
very foon; for he is gone to Cinna. Mr. Pope 
told me, he had acquainted theDodtor with 
the misfortune of the four hermitage. My 
lord Oxford told me, he at prefeat could 
match your's,. and from the fame perfon. 
The Dodtor was touched with your difap- 
pointment, and hath promifed to reprefent 
this affair to his brother, at his return from 

China. 
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Ctma. I afittteyoci, for alt your gibtf^ that 
I wi(h yoo heiutily good' wine^ tfaou^ I cm 
dlrifik none myfelf • When lord B$lit^6roki 
is in town, he lodges at Mr. CkePwynd% m 
J^nar-^fireet^ I do not know how to direA 
to him in the country. 1 have been ex* 
tremely taken op of late in fettling a. ^w^ 
ard's account. I anif endeavouring* to do all 
the juftice and fervice I can to a^endj 
io I am fure you will chink^ I am weU enn^ 
ployed upon this occafion. I now and ^ea 
have feen J^. ^^l^r, who fays he hati^ a 
demand upon you for rent, you having 
taken his houfe in the country, and he he-» 
ing determined not to let it ta any bocfy 
elfe ; and he thinks it but reafonable, that 
you fhould either come and live in it^ or 
pay your rent, .1 neither ride nor walk; but 
I defign to do both this month, and to be-* 
tome a laudable pradHtioner* 

The ducheis wi(hes fhe had feen you, and 
thinks- you were in the wrong to hideyour- 
felf, and peep through the window, that 
day (he came to Mr. Pope^s. The duke 
too is obliged to you for your good opinion^ 
and'i9 your humble fervant. If I were td 
Write, I am afraid I fhould incur the dif*- 

pleafurc 
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jdeifure of my fupcriors. I can't for my.lifti 
diink fo well q{ them» as they themfelves 
^ink they deferve. If you have a very 
great mind to pleafe the diichefs» and at.the 
jpime time to pleafe nxe^.I wiih you would 
write a letter to her, to fend to her bi»theri> 
lord. C^rs^ry, to^ advife him in his travels § 
for, flic fays, flie would take your adviqe ra-^ 
ther than mine; and fhe remembers, that 
you told her in the Park, that you loved and 
honoured her family^ You alvyays infilled 
upon a lady's making advances to you ; I 
do not know, v^ether you will think this 
tleclaFation fufficient. Then too, when you 
were ih Englandf ihb Writ a letter to you^ 
and I have been often blamed fince for not 
delivering it. . 

The day the penfion bill was thrown out 
of the houfe of lords^ lord Batburji fpoke 
.with great applaufe* I have not time to go 
to Mr* P^/^'s : in a day or two very proba-* 
bly I fliall feehim^ and acquait^t him abput 
the ufquebaugh. I will not imbezzle your 
intereft-money ; though, by looking .ovftr 
your accounts, I fee how money may be 
imbezzled. As to my being engaged in an 
ftlfair of this, kind, I fay nothing for myfclf* 

Vol. IL t hat 
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but d»t i WiU <)o all I OM.: for 't6tf tftft t: 

leatb Jfe. Tiykt to fpcafc fcr roe. To^Ai^' 

I dine, with aldemiin Axri^r, tUft priltiifl? 

ihAtiS, v^o hblds iii* BaJCt ih difl ^i^. 

Does not <Aaf^et-is's ad!gfwtunt$ * ^ti^ 

yoa? F6r- that ^rtai lAao is Uke to fdV< tii{» 

Itfi:!^ and Mo Imad oT ttis monc^, A'v^ 

katd caft t ; 

P; S. I joif'lt^ iitdW 00010 frOf» th^ ^W 

dcraianfs Ibaftr who Itati l V^^ fih^ 

duiner, and a Very Mt zf^kttmHii d# 

Tbi pbft is juft going avray. 

iE T T E R CCLXXVf* 
i/Ofd B ' to t>r. f^ttf, 

. D.E A R D £ AN, June di« Jeth, if^jo. 

4 Rl£ AD a ktter'from'ytoafcmilaalie kg^y 
^i^ g&>^e i!lle'iftfihhe fdedtoefe > ^td I W«s 
go(kgto'»^i11 J/bii an adf#b:ilhtabdiaktdy t 
luttt Vrheft Klit d!&#n to write> 1 Ibtnld ttiy 
thpi$g|kts netted «poh the triites, which ifitt 
tlfeioBine of lift in that hufy, fenfekfs pla6e^ 
idiere I then imas -f ^ and diotlg^ liiad no* 

■• «■ ife tras ^niemhiA it flus Oif B«f&jr on ihe 2-f(h 
•f /». 1929- jb. ifbr a faj*.* 
t LttiJm, 

thing 
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4^lp^' an^ time Igy upon ipy hf n^s, I was 
r^tlf^ tp ^cf«r writi;?g. t(^ ypu* ^^^ ^ ^^"H 
c^^^ac iny ijie^d from that rujibiflii, whic^^ 
<^vej^ 9«9 mvji cpntraa: in that place, ^ 
^^pjjot iiff %i\fx» if Q?e of 91^ Jief48 vrere 
<U/fc<3:?4 ^t^r jiaiCng a yf^ex's campaijg^n, 

C^pp; you!4 ^ a cQlle<3:ipn of trQaties, a 
l^^iK^ qf f^rc^Sj zTpofcd of cijcomiijms^ 
^p^^^r of fetkes, ^e^ches, n9Yd,Sj fei5|)j 

nj^atipi^s, pP?!9s, divinity, ledyres^ <lH^l?r 
bm?, hi^o^ical ^c<;omits, ta}>lps, a^^d (?i)^ 

. Xl^e ^iQijient I got dpwfn hpre, I found 
ing^f^lf qj)ige ^ql^ar froc^ ^ tjpfe.a^^si 
4^t i:?^^y> tiie Jiurfjr pf bn^ncl^, wjiich 
qa«ip Jjfion ij^c^fjfter a ftate pf idkneis £o£ 
fiXRxonths, muj^: eJW^fc pve to you. Here 
I am aj^jfolute monarch pf a QifP^c pf above 
^ mi^e rfjuncjl, a^ jbea^ cme l^iuired acres of 
grO^n^^ which (to 4>cak in t^e (tile of Qi^c ^ 
qf yoijr countrymen) is very populous in 
<^attle> :(ifli, and fowl. 

To fpjpy this power, w)^^ch I relifli e?c* 

t,cemjeIy,,aiMi regulajLe this dpffiinipn, which 

T 2 - I prefer 
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I prefer to any other, has taken up my 
time from morning to night. There are 
Taboos in the neighbourhood; but having* 
read in hiftory, that the fouthern part of 
Britain was long defended againft the PiSls 
by a wall, I have fortified my territories all 
round. That wife people the Cbinefe^ you 
know, did the fame thing to defend them- 
felves againft the Tartars. Now, I think 
on it, as this letter is to be fent to you, it 
will certainly be opened ; and I (hall have 
fome obfervations made upon it, becaufe I 
am within three miles of a certain caftlc. 
Therefore, I do hereby declare, that no- 
thing herein contained (hall extend, or be 
conftrucd to extend, fo far : and further- 
more, I. think myfelf in honour bound to ac- 
knowledge, that under our prefent juft and 
prudent miniftry, I do not fear the leaft 
molcftation from that quarter. Neither are 
the fortifications afore-mentioned in any- 
wife defigned to keep them out ; for I am 
well fatisfied they can break through much 
ftronger fences than thefe, if they (hould 
have a mind to it. Obferve how naturally 
pdwer and domiriion are attended with fear 
and precaution. When I am in the herd, 

I have 
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I have as little of it about me as any body j 
but now that I am in the midft of my bwo 
dominions^ I think of nothing but pre<- 
ferving them, and grow fearful, left a cer- 
tain great man fhould take a fanfy to them, 
and tranfport theni into Norfolk *, to place 
them in an iiland in one of his n^w-made 
.£(h-*ponds« ,Or, if you take this for top 
proud a thought, I will only fuppoie it to 
be hung out under a great bow-^ window, 

In either cafe I muft confefs to you, th%t 
I don't like it. lv\ the firft pla^e^ I zjxi nat 
fure hiis new-* made ground niay hold good : 
in the latter cafe, \ have fome reafon to 
doubt the foundations of his houfe are not 
fo folid, as he may imagine. NoW| therc^ 
fore, .1 am not fq much in the wrong, ^s 
VQU may conceive, to defire, that my terri- 
tory may remain where it is : for, though 
I know you could urge many argunients to 
ihevv the advantages I might reap by being 
fo near him, jet I hold it as a maxim, that 
he who is contentec^ with what he has, 
ought not to rifque that, even though he 
Should have a chs^g^ to augment )t in any 
proportion. I leaf p?d. this from opr friend 

• * * Tq Hnughtony the feat of Sir Robert JFalpoIe* 

T 3 Erafmusi 
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iSftr/dfftf ; and ffiecdrru|!lt notions, ihitnia^ 
hefy is jidWer, aHU thcrcfdrc cviify rfiUh 
rni^ht ib get a!s mntbi as lie ba^, ih 'i^A'Bt ib 
create niorb poWdr lb HifafiSf, hm iib 
height with hfc, 

Rithowi tb begin Wy ietlit to ybu, I 

liiifb i^ei^ed fbdr boitles of Uf^tAi^batigh, 

Haid feht tiiree of tbxifo tb Mr. P^i i^ that 

J have detained '6hly ICiht for myl^lf. 1 vfen't 

belierlei l^ch dii iiiftihce of hbhefty» |»iiic- 

^tiliality, ditul^^^^Sl^aH^:!!, ^nd felf-deAia], 

fJah Bfe ^iVeh hitel^e. Th\5 wholfc bcii% 

in Shy po\*icr, I fcave^^^-ftreld tut the 

^^uferlter part, t ^cfa, if ^fr«r I itofaetb tie 

^'^e&t '^leii 5^ H^ wi-lte % vlndicalibn bf 

-We, wheljjcr I flStt aiptfftd ir "noit^ TiSl 

fheft, I ¥c»^ft y^ur moft failkffil a^dwroft 

-^eaitfn*^rvant> 

1,'E T T E X. JdCLXXyil, . 
; Mr, GAY to i^. SWIFT. 

'iiEi^R ifiR, ' Aliiefcury, >iekr"Ss»fift)ifrf 'kWlIt, 
'.: - . <hire, Jalythei4thj 1730. 

YoUteJIl iiie, ifliat I'feave ptit'tiiyfftf 

• 0ut bf the way of all iny bfo acfqitaiiitatH*!, 

ig |hat milefs Ih^iijc from^ you« I can kaow 

nothing 
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o^ot^i^g f)f you. ^s.U i>at barlwQUs then t^ 
l^ve p^e £> long Avi^hojut twritio^ ic^ ^fui 
Caoief -If ^ou -cafi't ^rijte io xap for qoj 
JTake^ ^lejthujks you ojjigb^ wfiic fQ^yfm 
pmfi. Hpsy 4p you jkiio^Hr )vh^ is bi?c(fme 

Af yftvir mmm.^ }f yo^ W -^iv^WJP HP** 

3^ ypw mm^> /or I ^w^ tl^c^ ip -toisj^p; 
ibitftrjl iLip npiy .j^t j^j^vf^,^^ t^e. d»|Jce ^ 

^lyic^s, .1 wiifl;i yoji Wfi?e hfic; li^if^ 
jsw?«P*jW life?. Jjif^ and tfe^jf^^- Ypp 
jQi^^t f^iy ypurii^f at j^c^me f £^ we h^y^ 

<^:««Wil^ f'SJJf »f> Wl^^fe you :;WAgJ»t iin4 
A IwtfiPp pf j^ ;i(^nfie aasier*. Y<hi fffig^t 

jjtweitfy ,BBa«8 .fijo» Ac :i?^iij j^d Ijr§s 
^eidithis.xftry #yw*ng .^)y gflfte^alipo;»»^, 
»i(i-w^Q>i«cbftEo).^{it)be l)«a«d fgffliewherc ^v 

.l9giih^Pithoifi»eiy6e%fpn. ^.W^ s»y|hiftg 
-Woi*W b?ing ^ l;^gf$ber, ji)iat ypuf-jij^Ht pf 
.lifiaJA. Ith^YC.acftipf j»«nf; 9B$l w^dJMSgj/pr 

♦ *©r/S«»jr<jwf«:fi{rtf</;^, bi(h«p of Soi^'fcrry, wh«»fe 

jn t{ie fee^ JDublin, 19th yanuaiy^ 1729-30. 

1* ^ writer. 
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writer, whotrufts to wit without it. I took 
youf advice; and fomc time ago took to 
love, and made 6>me advances to the lady^ 
you fent me to in Sobo^ but I met no return i 
fo I have given up all thoughts pf it, and 
have now no purfuit or amufement. A 
ftate of indolence is what I don't like ; 'tis 
what r would notchufe. I am not think- 
ipg of a court^ or pjefermcht ; for I ihink 
the lady I live with is my friend, fo that I 
am at the hei^hth of my ambition.* Yott 
have often told me, there is a time of \\i^ 
that every one wiflies for fome fettlement 
of his own. - 1 have frequently that feeling 
about me, but I fitnfy it will hardly ever be 
my lot ; fo that I will endeavour to pafs 
away life as agreeably as I cian, the way I 
am. I often wilh to be with you, or you 
with me; and I believe you think I fay 
true. I am determined to write, to you, 
though thofe dirty fellows of the poft-ofilcc 
do * read my letters ; for fince I faw you, I \ 
am grown of that confequttacp to be ob- 
noxious to the men I defpife; fo that it is 
very probable in their hearts they think 
jne an honeft man. I have Tieard froni Mr. 
^ F^^^ but once fince I left London^ \yf^ 

' ibrry 
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fofry I faw him fo fcldom, but I had bufi- 
nefs> that kept me from him. I often wifh 
wc were together again. If you will not 
write, come. lam, dear Sir, four's moft 
dffe^ionately. 

LETTER CCLXXVHL 

Lord B — to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Cirencefter, Sept. the 9tb, 1730. 

OU have taken all the ptecaution, which 
a reafonable man could poffibly take, to 
break oiF an impertinent correfpondence, 
arid yet it will not do. One muft be more 
llupid than 2. Dutch burgomafter, not to 
fee through the defign of the laft letter. ** I 
fliew all your letters to our Irijh wits. One 
of them is going to write a treatife of Englijb 
bujl§ and blunders." And for further fecij- 
rity, you add at laft, I am going to take a 
progrefs, God knows where, and fhan't be 
back again, God knows. when. I have 
given you a reafonable breathing timei and 
now, I muft ^t you again. I receive fo 
much pleafurc in reading your letters, that 
according to the ufual . good, nature and 
i»fticc of mankind, I can difpcnfc with the 
^ trouble 
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tfDubk I f ivefotf ifi r^f^bv »ms ^%^ 
you grow <ibft.iwtp, mi <w»'t cinAilM'f I'B 

*BX y w. JL-11 -/Ua^e ypur WPf ks to fm^ Wi4 
ihew you, that it is all borrjMlM^ fV #^ 
Have not you ftoln the fwecteft of your 
numbens '^wi ^rydaif «id Wifikr? Have 
not you borrowed thoughts from Virgil zqA 
Horace f At leaft, I am fure 'I have feen 
ibmetlHftg Itk^' thtta ifi thojQb books* A$ to 

ja noiie .abwt, thc^r ,*r^ o;aJy iomc little inx- 
pTovemsBts yppJ> ibs baoiftMrTPtt Jxavjr ;Q:QJle 
fxpmMigUjel de Cervantes s^Tidfia^/i^^^^^ Wfillf 

but the ,flij?^ ^^11 ^rcat ifizh^ Wide^» 

•ier 80 EfUf^tJhmM to v^lue fcipiiejif ji|iqj?, 
that he cwi -write j;;?^/^ ; why, | jRiiie 
EtigU/h too, but it ia in another ftile, 

But I won't forgetyour political tt^&f. 
You may fay^ that you'Jiaye ventured ypyr 
oars at one time, and your n^ck at'anp- 
tbw, for the j^ood pfyQur -country. Why, 
that other people have 4one in' anothcir 
^nanner, ppon lefs occafipnSj, and are not 
at all proud of it. You have pyertumed 
and tupported minifters; you have fct king- 
doms in a flame' by your pep. Prajr^ what 

4 ^^ 
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is thcrb in tfastt^ biit Having 'the knack of 

hitting the paffioRS -of mankind ? Witk 

tliat ycme> and a Htde knowledge of ^* 

ocnt stndrmodern iiiBobry, and ieemg a iit^^ 

tie furiher into tbe^in&le txf things than 

theigencraihy of mea, joa han niade iim 

JitiiUe, .llifere is-tto wit in any of them: 

I'haife 'raxdl them tdi tsver^ and don't re^ 

mcBxBer a^iay tf tjxofe pretty* flowers^ diofe 

juft antithefcs, which one meets with fo 

freque^iWy- in. ifce^r^«ri Writers. None of 

thq^ 'jciey^ turns npon words^ jior nbolb 

apt quotations out of Latin authors, which 

the 'Writers of the laft age amongft «s 

ift«tftidtli iii. ^ferie tof tfeofc^|irfctiy fimiles, 

'^^aikihT&H^t >(rf -bur itwdetti *utlidrs <ad6m 

^Jitftr %b«i8 i#ith, that^are itoffenly a«ttle 

|!W^ Mngihayvr^ldAiuiktnUe, -bntape 

alfo like twenty other things. Jn fhort, as 

often ras I liave xcad any of your trafts, J 

liayehetfn^^ft) tiwd ^th them, that I -haw 

'never been eafy till Igot to the end of them. 

H '^hftVe fdflhfd itty •bram •httated, my iihagi- 

Jiation fired, Juft as if T was drunk. A piretiy 

'^hihg ihdewd for ohe of your gown 'to v«- 

,l«e jumlH^ 'that with fitting ftill an 

, liour 
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hour in his ftudy^ he has often made three 
kingdoms drunk at once. 
- I have twenty other points to maut yoa 
upon> if you provoke me ; butif you arc 
civH, and good-natured, and will fend me 
a long, a very long letter, in anfwer to this, 
I will let you alone a good while/ Well, 
adieu* If I had a better pen, I can tell you, 
that I 0iould not have concluded (o fboUa 

LETTER CCLXXXIX- 
Lady B O— * to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, September th^ igth, '73^. 

Jtl A D I not been retired into the coun* 
try, yoar's ihould have been anfwered long 
ago. As to your poetefs, I am her obliged 
fervant, and muft confefs the fadt iejuft a$ 

* This lady was daughter of the t2x\o![ Btrkelej^ pne 
of the lords jufticcs oflrelandia 1699, with whom Dr. 
&wift went over a» chaplain, and private focretaty. He 
lived in his lordfhip's family at. the caftle of Dublin y 
md lady Betiy Berhley finding* a ballad oit* the game of 
traffic uniiniflied upon ^fpj^s table, added a fbuiita of 
raillery uponhlm, and left the paper where Ate found 
it. This occafioned another ballad of Swift\ to the 
. tune of cut-purfe< The t)allad. on traffic is to be found ^ 
among the pofthumous pieces, vol. vii. and that to the 
tune of the cut-parfe in vol. vi/ Siii/,. edit* 17549 8^o« 
Xsdy Bitty Berkeley married Sir John Germain baronet, 
ci Draytony iti Nortbamptonjbire. 
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you ftatc it. It il5 very true I wai gaming ; 
and upon the dappfcr youth's delivering me 
a paper, which! joft openci, found they 
were vcrfesj fo flunk them into mjr pocket, 
and there truly they were kepf exceeding 
private; for I cannot accufe myfelf of (hew- 
ing them to a mortal. But let meafliire you. 
it was not out of modefty, but in great 
hopes, that the author would have divulged 
them; which, you know, would have 
looked decenter than trumpeting my own 
fame. But it feems unhappily we were both 
bit, and judged wrong of each other. How- 
ever, fince youdefire it, you may be very 
Ture (he (hall not faiJ of my entreaties to hia 
grace the duke of Dorfet for her, though 
you have not yet let me ipto the fecret what 
her requeft is : fo till my lord Carteret does 
his part, or that I hear from you again, it 
will be but a blind fort of a petition. I have 
not feen his grace this great while, and he 
is now at JVindfpr^ and I chufe rather to 
fpeak to him oa all accounts, having not fb 
fine a talent at writing. But as you are com- 
monly efteemed by thofe, who pretend to 
know you, to have a tolerable (hare of ho- 
nefty and brains, I do not quefUon your 

doing 
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doing i»d»ti*,ifghtby.^4^ 
you all tlus.cmiUjramlkj^^ 
fi«- Nay wm Ihf^i^th^^^^ 
can ma^eium 49 o^buer^i^^ t^^^Mj)9^, 
the ^u£s^op»h\c. qpi^\^ ^^ ^^9m k^ 
old frtcndsji bw^ h?^?^W flffitwj, JjP . ^fepfiV 
yet not to hfi I^a^ ^£^f^^ ^f^ 9WA i*f i^i 
and judgmoit. Th^cptff^quj^c^i^ tJbjs, 
I hope, viil Ipe ypjy C0xning f te/<f94 
and meeting often with hjycp, (in h^Befx^'^. 
chamber f ) .where the happy. Pfa»|>^$ipii ± 
ihall ^xert her ikill^in ordejdiP|; 4^AnQr ; ana 
I won'4 jni^kc oil of amhec for the fpirit 
of it» iuLt contmue as I evftr w»s» ygv^r ^p-' 
cere £rienii» aawell «s liithful humbj^(^. ler;* 
vant, y." ' ^r-rr- g'-:^:--- 

+ AUudmg to the firft line df FrmuH »thrpi%, pc- 

i75+,8yo. 
I Mrs.\8/diA Flofd. This «xpreffion atkdea to ^ike 

form a beauty, ai)d oalled ^'theh^ppy compoii^i'^n 
FhydV This iady is mentioned ia the baHad or 



^fition 
oh the 



game of tiaftt?, .^sl)^.ing c^ pfith^.B^rtY at^l^rifgip 
i^/9's, and at this time lived with»Iadj B^ttf. 
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Mr. d A t to th. SWIFT. 

kjl .yQU' it^ 4etqnhine4 never to write to 
mg, again J but, C^r alj that, ypa Ihall not^ 
jftake me hold na^ tiongue. Ycruitallhear 
froni me (the poft-oflScc WilHng) whether 
ypa "v^ill or HQ. t fee none of the folks 
you corrgfppnd witji, fi? that I am forced to 
piifk -up intelli^gence concernojig you, a« I 
can^i v^iphhath been (q very little, that I 
am r^^olvoii to make my cpmplaijats to you 
a$ a friend, who llchow loves to relieve the 
diftretfed : and in the circumftances I am 
iii, where fliould 1 apply, but to my beft 
iricnd ? Mr. Pope indeed, upon my fre- 
jqucnt enquiries, hath told me, that the 
letters, which are direfted to him, concern 
me as' muph as himfelf : but what you iay 
of yourfelf, or of me, or to me, 1 know no- 
thing at all. Lord G^rf^r^/ was herayefter- 
day, on his return from the J/le of Wight ^ 
whdre he had been a (hooting, and left fe- 
vch pheafants with us. He went this 

nioming 
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tnoming to the Batb^ to lady Carteret^ wha 
is perfc&ly recovered* He talked <£ yott 
three hours laft aigl^t^ and .told me^ that 
yoh' talk of me. I inean^ thai you are prO- 
digioufly la his favour^ as he fays i .and^ I 
believe^ that 1 am in year's % for I know 
you to be a juft and equitable perfon^ and 
it is but my due. He feemed tt> taka fo ihe^ 
\vhich may proceed -from yoiir recommen- 
dation; though, indeed, there is anothef 
Tieafon for it, for he is now out of 6mplcQr- 
ment, and my friends have beeii generally 
of that fort : for I take to them, as being 
naturally inclined to thofe, who Can do ho 
mifchief. Pray, do you come to England 
this year ? He thinks you do. I wifli you 
would ; and fo does the duchefs of ^eenf^ 
berry. What would you have more to iut 
duce you ? Your money cries, come fpetid 
pae ; and your friends cry, come fee me. t 
have been treated barbaroufly by yott. If 
you knew how often I talk of you, how 
often I think of you, you would now and 
then diredl a letter to me, and I would al- 
low Mr. Pope to have a (hare in it. In 
(hort, I don't care to keep any man's mo- 
ney, that ferves me fo. Love or money 1 

mufl; 



Digitized by 



Google 



(1^9 ) 

muft have; and, if pii wUl not lefrme Kat^ 
the comfort of the one^ I think I niufl en- 
deavour to get a litde comfort bjr fpend- 
ing fome of the others I muft beg, that 
you will call at Amefiury^ in your way to 
London ; for I have many things to fay to 
you; and I can aflurc you, you will be wel- 
come to a threc*pfonged fork* I remem- 
ber your prefcription, and I do ride upon 
the downs; and, at prefent, I have no 
aAhma. I have killed five brace of par- 
tridges, and four brace and half of quails : 
and I do not envy either SivRoberty or Ste^ 
fben Duck, who is the favourite poet of 
the court*. I hear fometimes from Mr. 
Pope, and from fcarce any body elfe. Were 
I to live ever folong, I believe I fhould ne- 
ver think of London ; but I cannot help 
thinking of you. Were yoti here, I could 
talk to you, but I would not for you "f*; you 
j(hall have all your fhare of talk, which Wa$ 
never allowed you at Twickenham. You 

♦ Stephen Duck was a poor thtcflief , who having writ- 
ten fome verfes, they were (hewed to the late queen, who 
made hirti her library-keeper at Richmond. He after- 
Wards toolc orders, and was preferred to a' living, but 
growing melancholy, he at laft drowned himfelf* 

t Mr. Gay was referved in his converfation. 

Vol. II. U know 
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know itii^ was i grievance you oFteil toni-=' 
plained of ; andfo, in revenge, you make 
me write all, and anfwer nothings I beg 
you to make my compliments to Dr. i>e^ 
taney. I am, dear Sir^ yonr's moft aftec- 
fionatcly, J. G A Y. 

t ended the letter as above, to go to the 
duchefs, and flie told mfe, I might ga 
down, and come a quarter of an hour henee. 
I had a defign to have aiked her to (ign the 
invitation, that I havemadt you. As I don'^c 
know how much flie may have to fay to you^ 
I think it will be prudent to leave off, that 
ihe may not be ftinted for Want of room# 
So much I will fay, that, whether (he iigns 
it, or no, both the duke and duohefs would 
be very glad you would coiAe to A^ejbu^yi 
and you muA: be perfuaded, that I fay this . 
without the leaft private view. For, what 
is it to me whether you cortie or not ) Foir 
I cap write to you, you know^ 

P. ^. By the Duchefs of ^ — -* 

I would fain have you come. I .can*! 
fay you'll be welcome; for I don't 
know you, and perhaps I (hall not like 
you ; but if I do not, (unlefs you are 

a vcrjr 
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ft very Vain perfon) you fliall know 
iny thoughts a€ foon as I do myfelf. 

C. Qi 

LETTER GCLXXXL 

Dn A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR^SIR/ [Indprfed. November, 1730.3 

JL H £ paffagc in Mr* Pofi/s letter about 
your health does not alarm me : both of us 
have had the diftemper thefe thirty years. 
I have found that .fteel, the warm gums, 
and the BatJb^ all do good in it. Therefore, 
firft take the vomit A ; then, every day, 
thp. quantity of a nutmeg in a morning, 
9f the eledtuary marked B ; with five fpoon- 
fuls of the tindlure marked D, Take the 
tinfture, but not the eleftuary, in the af- 
ternoon. You may take one of the pills 
marked C, at any time, (whqn you are 
troubled with it) or thirty of the drops 
marked E, in any vehicle, even water. I 
had a fcrvant of my own, that was cured 
merely with vomiting. There is another 
medicine not mentioned, which you may 
try; the pulvi$ rad. Valerian* fylveflris, 
1 U 2 about - 
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* 

about a fcruple of it twice a day« How 
came you to take it in your head, that I was 
queen's phyiician ? When I am fo, you ftiall 
be a bifhop, or any thing you have a mind 
to. Pope is now the great reigning poeti- 
cal favourite. Your lord lieutenant * has 
a mind to be well with you. lady Betty 
Germain complains you have not wrote to 
her fince fhe wrote to you. I have (hewed 
as much civility to Mrs. Barber as I cotild, 
and Ihe likewife to me. I have no more 
paper, but what ferves to tell you, that I 
am, with great finccrity, your mod faith- 
ful humble fervant, 

J. ARBUTNOTT. 

I recommended Dr. Heljham to be phy- 
iician to the lord lieutenant. I know not 
what eiFe<a it will have. 

A. 
9c Pulv. rad. ipocacoah2e> 3. 
B. 
1^ Conferv. flavcdin. aurant. abfynth* 
Rom. atia 3vi. rubigin. Martis in pol- 
lin. redad:. Siij, fyrup c fucco kermes, 
q. f. 

♦ The Duke of 2)^r/Jf. • * 

c. 
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C... ' * ■ 
«e Af. foetid. 3ij* tinftur. caftor. q. f. 
fiant pj^luls xxiv. 

» Cortic. Peruviani elcd. rubigin. MaF-> 
tis ana 3J. digere tepide in, vini alb. 
Gallic, lb ij per 24 horas : poflea fiat 
colatura. 

E. 
^ Sp. cor. ccrv. Ip. lavendul. dnflmr. 

caftor. aaa jij. mifce. 
[As thefe receipts may poffibly be ufeful 
to fome perfon troubled with the Dean's 
complaint of giddinefs^ Dr. Arbuthnott'z 
receipt of bitters, for ftrengtheriirig the 
ilomach, is added.] 

Take of zadoary root one drachm ; gilan- 
gal and Roman wormwood, of each 
two drachms; orange-peel, a drachm i 
leffer cardamon feeds, two fcruples; 
Infufe all in a quart of boiling fpring- 
water for fix hours : ftrain it oiF, and 
add to it four ounces of greater com* 
pouii^ wormwood-\yater. 
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LETTER CCLXXXir. 
The Earl of C-^ to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, Hague, Dec. 15th, N. S. i730, 

O U need not have made any cxcufes 
to m^ for your felicitation : on the con-* 
trary, I am proud of being the firH perfon^ 
to whom you have thought it worth your 
while to apply iince thoie changesj» which^ 
you fay, drove you into diftance and ob- 
fcurity. I very well know the perfon yoq 
reconnanend to xne, havii^ lodged at his 
hou£e a whole fommer at Richmond. I have 
always heard a very^ood characfter of him> 
which alone would incline me to fervehimj 
but your recommendation, I can afTure 
you, will make me impatient to do it, How-^- 
ever, that he may not again meet with the 
common fate of court- fuitors, nor I lie un^ 
der the imputation of making court-pro-? 
mifes, I will exadly expX^m to you how 
far it is likely I may be able to ferve him. 

When firft I had diis office *, I took the 
rcfolution of turning out no-body ; fb that 

* * Of lord fteward of the king's houfliold, in which 
' he fuccceded the duke of Dorfet, appointed lord lieu- 
tenant of Inlands 
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I fhaM only have the difpofal of thofe places, 
jthat the 4ea.th of the prefenf ppffeffors will 
procure me. Some old fervants, that hay^ 
ferved trie long and faithfully, have obtaine4 
jhc promifcs of the firft four or five vacan- 
i^iesj an4 the ejirly folicitat^on^ of fome 
of my p^ticular friend^ h^ve tied me 4pw(| 
Ibr about as mjiny more. But, after having 
Satisfied Jthefe engageqjents, I do affureyou, 
Mr- IjWncelot (hall he ipy j&rft c^f e. I co^r 
fef^, his profpedis n>ore remote than I 
.coi|id have wlflie^ it$ but ap it is fo remote, 
he won't have the uneafinefs of ^ difapn* 
poipigient, if he gets nothing; and if h$ 
^cts fo^i^jiething, we ihall botji be pleafed. 

As fo;- his politick principles, I am in np 
tnanner of pain about .them.« We^-e he ^ 
5iry, I would venture to ferve him, in jthe 
juijt expe(a,atio;?, thaf ihpujd I ever bp 
f barged with having preferred a Tory, Jth^ 
jperfon, who was the author of my crime^ 
ipvould likewife be the author of my yindic^r 
ition. I wn with real efteem, Sir, youj moft 
^AdJiexU: bmpble fcryaat. 



C- 
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jLETTER CCLXXXIIL 
Mn GAY to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, Amelburjr, Dec. the 6tk, 1730- 

Jc5 O T H your letters, to my great fatis- 
fadion, I have received. You were, mi- 
flaken as to my being in town ; for I have 
been here ever fince the beginning of May. 
But the beft way is to dired your letters 
always to the duke's houfe, in London ; and : 
they are fent hither by his porter. You 
fay, we deferve envy : I think, we do ; for ' 
1 envy no man, cither in town or out of it* ^ 
We have had fome few vifitors, and every 
one of them fuch, as one would deiire to 
vifit. The duchefs is a more feverc check 
upon my finances than ever you were; and 
I fubmit, as I did to you, to comply to my 
own' good. I was a long time, before I 
could prevail with her to let me ajlow my-p 
felf a pair of fhoes. with, two heels; for I 
had loft one, and the Ihoes wereiib de- 
cayed, that they were not worth njending^ 
You fee by this, that thofe, who are the 
jnoft generous of their own, can be the 
Wioft covctott? for others, I hope you will 

/ 
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be fo good to me, as to ufe your interdft 
wkh her, (for, whatever fhc fays, you feem 
to have fomc) to indulge me with the extras- 
vagance fuitable to my fortune. 

The lady you mention, that diflikw you,, 
hath no difcernment. I really thinki you 
may faffely venture XoAmeJbury^ though in- 
deed the lady here likes to have her own 
way as well as you 5 which may fometimes 
occafion difputes : and, I tell you before*- 
hand, that I cannot take your part. I think 
lier fo often in the right, that you will 
have great difficulty to perfuade me, that 
(he is in the wrong. Then, there is another 
thing, that I ought to tell you, to deter you 
from this place; which is, that the lady 
of the houfe is not given to flicw civility to 
thofe (he does not like. She fpeaks her 
mind, and loves truth. Fortheuncommon'- 
^efs of the thing, I fanfy, your curiofity 
will prevail over your fear i and you will 
like to fee fuch a:woman. But I fay no 
more, till I know 'whether her grace will 
fill up the refl of the paper. 

The Pvphefs of Qj: — ♦ 

Write I mufl, particularly now, as I have 
jui opportunity to indulge my predominant 

pafTion 
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pafiion of ^ontndi/^ion. I do^ in the firil 
place^ cQntra^i^ moft things Mr. G^ fay^ 
of me> to deter you fronx coming h«rei 
which if ypu ^vcr do, I hereby affure yon, 
that, unlefs I Ukis my owa way better^ you 
ihall^have your's ; and in all difputes yoit 
iball convinpe xii«> if you can* But, by 
what I fee of you, this is not a misfortune, 
that will always happen; for I ;gnd you ^r^ 
a great miftaker^ For example, you tak« 
prudence for imperioufnefs : 'tis from thii 
firft, that I determined not to like onej who 
is too giddy-headed for me to be certain 
whether or no I ihall ever be acquaint0(i 
with. I have known people take great dc^ 
light in building caftles in the air ; bnt i 
' &ould chdie to build friends upon a more 
iblid foundation. I would £mi know you« 
for I ofbnat hear more good likeable thih^ 
than 'tis pofiible any one can de&rve^ Pf^y; 
come, that I may find out fometbing wrongs 
for I, and I believe moft women, h^ve^^st 
inoonceivable pleafure to find out any faults^ 
except their own. Mr. Cti^er vs mitde ppfg: 
iaureat. I am. Sir, as much your humble 
fervant as i can be to any per&n I don't 
know. . C- Q^ 

• Mr. 
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Mr. Gay is very peeviih that I fpell and 
write ill ; but I don't care : for neither the 
pen nor I can do better. Befides,* I thinly 
you have flattered me» and fuch people 
ought to be put to trouble. 

Mr. GAY'S Poftfcrlpt. 
Now I hope you are pleafed^ and that 
you will allow for fo fniall a fum as 200 /« 
you have a lumping pennyworth. 

LETTER CCLXXXIV. 
1^ E G.— to Dr. SWIFT. 

December 24, 1730. 

OiNCE yo«, with a modeft aflufance, 
affirm yon underfland and pradiie good 
manners better than any other perfbn in ci-- 
ther kingdom, I wifli you would therefore 
put into very handfome terms my excufe to 
dean Swiff^ that I have not anfwered his 
letter^ that I received before the I2R. For 
even prebendary HeaJ affured my brother 
Harry, that he, in all form andjuftice, took 
place of a colonel, as being major-general 
in the church ; and therefore you need iiot 
feave cjdled a council to know, whether you 

4 ^^ 
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of I were to write laft; Becanfc, as l)eing 
but a poor courtefy lady, I can jpretcnd to no 
other place but what other people's good-- 
nefs gives me. This being fetttedi '1 ought 
not to have writ again; but however, I 
fear I fhould have been wrong enough to 
have defifed the corrcfpondence to be kept 
vpi but that I have been iirfor a fortnight, 
dnd of courfe lazy, and not in a writing 
mood. 

Firfl:, as to Mrs. Barber^ as I told you 
before, fo I tell you the fame again, that, 
lipon your recommendation,, I (hall be verjr 
glad to ferve her, though I never did fee 
her ; and as I had not your letter till J 
went from Tunbridge, (he paffed unmarked 
by me ia the crowd ; nor have I met with 
her lince. She writ to me to prefent — *« 
poems to the duke and duchefs of Dorfet. 
I anfwered her letter, and obeyed her com-* 
mands. And as to her own, I ihall moil 
willingly fubfcribc; though I am of the 
opinion, we l^ies are not apt to be good 
poets, efpecially if we can't fpell : bat that 
is by the way of inviolable fecret between 
you and me. So much for this letter. Now 
to your laft epiflle, for which it feenis I 

am 
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am tp give you thanks, (qv honouring mp 
with your commands. Wejl, I do fo, be- 
caufe this gets i proof, that, after fo many 
year^ acquaintance, there is one, that will 
take my word j which is a certain fign, that 
I have not often broke it. Therefore behold 
the^ confequence is this; I have given my 
word to the duke of Dorfet, that you would 
not fo pofitively affirm this fa£t concerning 
Mrs. Fox, without knowing the certaia 
truth, that ther^ is no deceit in this decora- 
tion of truft. And though it has been recom- 
mended to him, as you fay, he never did 
give any anfwer to it, nor defigned it, till 
he was fully fatisfied of the truth ; and 
even then, I believe, would not have deter- 
mined to have done it, becaufe it is an eafy 
way of fecuring a place for ever to a fa- 
mily ; and were this to be an example, be 
it fo many pence, or fo many pounds, for 
the future they would be inheritances. 

So now, not to fhew my power with his 
grace (in fpite of his dependants, who may 
caft their eyes on it) for that I dare affirm 
there never will be need of, where juftice 
or good-nature is neceflary ; but to fhew 
you his dependance ou your honour and in- 
tegrity. 
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tcgrlty, he gives me leave to tell yotf. It 
fliall certainly be donei nor does this at all 
oblige you to give the thanks you {etm fo 
defirous to have ; for at any timej whenfo** 
ever you have any bufinefs^ fervice, or re- 
qucft to make to his grace of D&rfet (whe-- 
ther my proper bufinefs or no) till you two 
are better acquainted with one another's me- 
fits, I fhall be very glad to (hew how fin- 
cercly I am your friend and faithful humble 
fervant, E— G . 

LETTER CCLXXXV. 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, 
Efq; to Dr. SWIFT. 

t)£AR SIR) Londoii) Feb. the 9tfa, 17304 

.MONG the many compliments I have 
received from my friends on the birth of 
my fon, I affure you none gave me greater 
pleafure than the kind letter you honoured 
me veith on the occafion. When you were 
laft in England^ your ftay was fo fliort, that 
I fcarce had time, and very few opportu- 
nities! to convince you how great a defire I 
had to bear fome fhare of your cfteem; but, 
fliould you return this fummcr, I hope you 

wUl 
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Will cdnf intife longer among cis» Lord B^ 
lingbri^ke^ lord Batburfis PopCy myfelf, and 
others of your friends, are got together in 
a country neighbourhood, which would be 
iliuch enlivened, if you would come and 
live among us. Mrs. PultMey joins with 
me in the invitation, and is much obliged 
to you for rcmcmbring her. She bid me 
fell you, that fhe is determined to have no 
liiore children, unlefs you will promife to 
come over, and chriften the next.. You fee - 
how much my happlnefs, in many refpefts^ 
depends upon your promife* I have always 
defired Pope^ when he wrote to you, to re- 
member my compliments ; and 1 can aflurc 
you with the greateft truth, though you 
havfe much older acqtfaintances, that you 
have not in England a friend that loves and 
honours yoa more than 1 do, or can be, 
with greater fincerity, than I am, your moft 
humble^ and obedient fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 

P. S. If any of our pamphlets (with 
which we abound) are ever fent over 
to Ireland^ and you think them worth 
reading, you will perceive how low 

they 
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Acy are reduced in point of argti** 
ment on one fide of the queftion* 
This has drove certain people to that 
kfl refbrt of calling names. Villain^ . 
traitor^ feditiqus rafcal, and fuch in-* 
genious appellations, have frequently 
been beftowed on a couple of friends 
of yours. Such ufage has made it ne- 
ceflary to return the fame polite lan- 
guage ; and there has been more £/7- 
lingfgate fluff uttered from the prefs * 
within thefe two months, than ever 
was known before. UpOn this, Dx. 
Arbutbnott has wrote a very humo- 
rous treatife -f-, which he fhewed me 
this morning; wherein he proves, 
from many learned infltances, that this 
fort of altercation is ancient, elegant, 
and claffical j and that what the world 
falfely imagines to be polite, is truly 

* * Among the pamphlets publiflicd within that pe- 
riod, was lord Harvey s Sedition and Defamation difplayedi 
in a Letter to the Author of the Crafifman^ pubUlhed in 
January^ 1730-31.' 

t > Probably that publifhed in th^Mifcellaneous iFfrks 
9f the late Dr. Arbuthnott, Vol. I. p. 40. Printed at 
'GiafgoWy in 1731. The title of the piece is, A brief 
Account of Mr. John Ginglicufs Treatife concerning the At-- 
Urcation or Scolding of the Ancients.^ 

Gothic 
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Qothic and barbarous. He fbews how 
the gods and goddeffes ufcd one ano- 
ther ; dog, bitch, and whore were 
pretty common expreffions among 
them: kings, heroes, ambafladors, and 
orators abufed one another much in 
the fame way; and he concludes, that 
it is a pity this niethod of abjuration 
fliouid be loft. His quotations from 
Homer y Demojibenesy Mfchines, and Tully 
are admirable, and the whtilc is very 
humoroufly conduced. I take it for 
granted he will fend it you himfelf, as 
foon as it is printed. 

LETTER CCLXXXYII. 
Lady B G: to Dr. S W IF T. 

V February the 23d, 1730-1. 

INI OW were you in vaft hopes you 
fliould hear no more from me, I being flow 
in my motions : but don't flatter yourfelf ; 
you began the correfpondcnce, fet my pen 
a going, and God knows when it will 
end; fori had it by inheritance from my 
father, ever to pleafe myfelf when I could 5 
and though I don't juft take the turn n>y 
Vot, II, X mother 
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qjLOthcr did c£ faftiiig and prgying ; yet to 
he Aire that w^ her pleaAire too> or elfe 
^e i^cndd not have beep fo gft^dy cf it^ 
I don't care to deliver yovr oieiTage this 
great while to lieutenvit HeaJf he having 
1)ee» dead th^cfe two years. And though he 
hadj as you iay, a head^ I loved him very 
veil ; but, however, from my dame WaJ- 
g^'$ * firft imprcjfliqn, I have ever hgd ^ 
natural antipathy to ^rit$« 

I h^vp not ac(|U9iotaiice enough with 
Mr. Pope, which I am ibrry for, and e? pe6t 
you £(ipuld copie tp England, in ordf r to 
improve it. If it was the queen, and not the 
duke of Grafton, that picked out fuch a 
laureat'f', (he defcrves his poetry \t her 
praife. 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been here. 
I find {he has fome requeft; but neither 
you nor ihe has yet let it out to me wHat it 
is : for certainly you eanngt mean That by 
fubfcribipg to her book ; if ib, I fhall be 
mighty unhappy to have you call That a fa- 
vour. For furely there is nothing fo eafy 
as what one can Ao one's fclf, nor any thing 

* The deaf houfckecp«r at lord Berkel^*s, 
t CalUyCibhiT. ' 

f# 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i07 ) 

fi) heavy «s what bnc rauil aflc ^ther people 
for^ though I doft't metoby this, that I 
fliail ever be unwiliing, when you require 
k ; yet flwll be much happii^^ wh€» it is 
in my own power to fliew, hcjw finc?erely I 
am m^ old friend's moft faithful bumble 
icirvant- 
: Mrs. Fhjfd is much your's ; but dumlicr 
f thaii ever, having a violent bold, 

LETTER CCLXXXVIIL . 
Mr. GAY to Dr- ,^S W I F Tr 

March the 20th, 1736-1. 

X . THINK it is above three months fince 
I wrote to you, in partnerfhip with the du- 
chefs. About a fortnight fince I wrote to 
you from TwicienJbam, for Mr. Pope and 
myfelf. . He was then difabled from writing 
by a fevere rheumatic pain in his arm s but 
is pretty well again, aiid atprefentin town. 
Lord Oo^ordy lord Bat bur ft i he, and! dined 
together yefterday at Barnes^ with old Jacob 
Ton/on y where we drank your health. 1 am 
again, by the advice of phyficians, grown a 
moderate wine-drinker, after an abftinence 
' «• X? of 
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©f above two years; and now look upon 
myfclf as qualified for fociety as before. 

I formerly fent you a ftate of the ac- 
counts between us. • Lord B hath this 

day -paid me your principal and intereft. 
The intereft aniounted to 12 /. and I want 
your directions how to difpofe of the prind-t 
pal, which muft lie dead, till I receive your 
orders. I had a fcheme of buying two 
lottery tickets for you, and keeping your 
principal in tire. And as all my good for- 
tune is to come, to fhew you that I con- 
fult yoiir advantage, I will buy two more 
for myfelf, and then you and I will go 
halves in the ten thoufand pounds. That 
there will be a lottery is certain : the fcheme 
is not yet declared, but I hear it will not be 
the moft advantageous one; for we are to 
have but 3 /. per cent. 

I folicit for no court favours, fo that \ 
propofe to buy the tickets at the market 
price, when they come out, which will not 
be thefe two or three months. If you do 
not like to have your money thus difpofed 
of; or if you like to truft to your own for- 
tune, jrather than to ihare in mine; let me 
have your orders; and at the fame time, 

tell 
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tell mc what I ihall do with the principal 

I caxncto town the 7th of y^^^^^ry laft, 
with the duke and duchefs^ ahout bufipefs^. 
for a fortnight. As it depended upon. others, ' 
we could not get it done till .now. Next 
week we return to Amejbury:^ . in. Wiltfl^k^^ 
for the reft of the year ^ but the beft way 
is always to dire<3: to nie at the dukc*s, in 
Bur lington-^gar dens y,Tit2iX Piccadilly. I am 
ordered by the duchefs to grow rich in the 
manner of Sir John Cutler. I have qpthing, 
at this prefent writing, but my frock that 
was made at Salijbury, and a bob perriwig. 
I perfuade myfelf that it is ihilling-wea'* 
ther as feldom as pofiible ; and have found 
out, tjiat the^e are few court- vifits that are 
worth a fhilling. In fhort, I ani very happy 
in my prefent independency. I envy no 
man ; but have the due contempt of volun- 
tary Haves of birth and fortune. I have 
fuch a fpite againft you, that I wifh you 
may long for my company, as I do for 
ypur's. Though you never write to me, 
you cannot make me forget you; fg that if 
it is out of friendfhip you write fo feldom 
to me, it doth not anfwer the purpofe, 
X 3 Thofe 
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Thoic who you like ihouM rensjember joa; 
do fo wl\enever I fee them. I believe tJiejii 
do it upoa thek cmti accmtnt ; for I know 
£cw people who ^ee feHcicous to pleafe or 
flatter me. The duchefs iends. you her 
compliments, and fo would mai^ more, if 
they knew of my writing to you, 

LETTER CCJIXXXIX. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T. 

With a Poftfcript. 

D E A R S I R, April, iitb, 1731. 

1 HE fortune of the pcrfon you intercft 
yourfelf in, amounts to at prelent (all debts 
paid) above- three thouiand four hundred 
pounds J fo that, whatever other pc€)ple 
think, I look upon him, as to fortune, to be 
happy; that is to fay, an independent 
creature. I have been in expedation, poft 
after poflr, to have received your dire<aions 
about the difpofal of your money. I left 
that ftim, with 200 A of my own, in Mr; 
Hoare's hands, at my-cbming out of toxra* 
If I hear nothing from you, I (hall do 
with it, as I do with my own. I made you 
a propolal about purchafing lottery tickets^ 

3 ^» 
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Itt pztiAerihip With toyfcif i that is to %, 
four tickets between us. This can be dont 
with the overplus, the iniereil-nfdney t 
hsive received; but hi thisf I Will do no- 
thing, till I htfar from yotr. 

I am now got to my rcfid^nce at Ameftmry^ 
getting health, and iaving money. Sinc« 
I have got over the impediment to a Writefr, 
water-^drirtking, if I can perfaade itiyfelf 
that I have any wit, and find I have inclina- 
tion, I intend to write ; though, as yet, 1 
have another impediment : for I have not 
provided myfeif with a feheme. Ten to 
one but I (hall have a propenfify to write 
againft vice, and who can tell how far that 
miy offend ? But -in author fhould cohfult 
his genius, rather than his intereft. If he 
cannot reconcile thenii, Juft before I left 
London, I made a vifit to Mrs, Barber. I 
wiih I could any ways have contributed to 
her fubfcription. 1 have always found liiy- 
felf of no confequence, and am now of lefs 
than ever ; but I have found out a way, in 
one f efped, of making myfeif of more cour 
fequence, which is by conikkring other 
people of lefs. Thofe who have given-mc 
up, I have given up y and in fliort, I feek 
X 4 af^er 
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after ju> frieodihips, bat*am content witli 
what I have in the houfe. They havefiib-. 
fcribed^ and I propojfed it before Jo^ Baylor ^ 
who> upon hearing fbe was a friend of 
your's^ offered his fubfcriptiont and delired ' 
. his compliments to you.. I believe fhe hath 
given you an account that £he hath fome 
profpeA of fuccefs.from others recommen- 
dations to thofe I know ; and I have not 
been wanting upon ^1 occafions to put xq, 
my good word, which I fear avails- but lit- 
tle. Two days ago I received a letter from 
Dr. Arbutbnottf which gave me but a bad 
account of Mr. Vope\ health. I have writ 
to him; but have not heard from him fince 
I came into the country. If you knew the 
pleafure you gave me, you would keep your 
contraft of writing more punctually ; and 
cfpecially you would have anfwered my laft 
letter, as it was a money affair, and you 
have to do with a man of bufijiefs. 

Your letter was more to the duchefs than 
to me i fo I now leave off, to offer her the 
paper. 

Poflfcript by the Dutchefs. 

It was Mr. G^y's fault that I did not write 
foopers which if I had, I fhould hope 

yOU' 
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you would have been here by this time; 
for I have ta tell you^ all your articles are 
agreed to; and that I only love my own 
way, when I meet not with others whofe 
ways I like better. I am in great hopea 
that I ihall approve of your's ; for to tell 
you the truth, I am at prefent a little tired 
of my own. I have not a clear or diftindk 
voice, except when I am angry ; but I am 
a very good nurfe, when people don't fanfy 
themfelves lick, Mr. Gay knows this; 
and he knows too how to play at back- 
gammon. Whether the parfon of the pa- 
rifli can, I know not ; but if he cannot 
hold his tongue, I can. Pray fet out the 
firft fair wind, and flay with us as long a$ 
cy^r you pleafe. I cannot name my fixed 
time, that I fhall like to maintain you and 
your equipage ; but, if I don't Happen to 
like you, I know I can fo far govern my 
temper, as to endure you for about five days. 
So come away diredlly ; at all hazards 
you'll be allowed a good breathing time. I 
fhall make no fort of refpedful conclafions ; 
for till I know you, I cannot tell what I 
am to you. 

Mr. 
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Mr. O A Y's Poftfcript. 

iFhe cHrciftioA iy to the duke of'^ems^ 
Serfy*8, in BttrBigttm^gardenSf PictadUfy* 
Now I have tdfd yt)u this, ymr have nd 
excufefrom writing but one, which is com- 
fngf get over your law-^fnie, and receivo 
your money. 

The dtichefs addsi ** he fliall not write 
a word more from Amedmrfy in ff^ihjhire. 
Your groonr was mtftaken 3 for the houfe 
is big enough, but the park is too tittle.** 

LETTER CCXC* 
Lord B— — to Dn SWIFT, 

April 19th, 1731. ' 

1 NEVER deiigned to have wrote to 
you any more* becaufe you bantered and 
abufed me fo grofly in your laft. To flatter 
a man, from whom you can get nothing, 
nor expeft any thing, is doing mifchief for 
mifchief-fake, and confequently highly 
immoral. However, I wijl not carry my 
refentments fo far, as to Hand by and fee 
you undone, without giving you both no- 
tice and advice. Could any man but you 

think 
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thanls: of tmfting yohn\G0f with his mo^ 
ney ?' Nmc of hia frknds woald ever truft 
huttiaudu hia Qwb» whoBevcr they . cotald 
avoid it. He has called m the 200/. i 
h»d of year's; I pink inm bothptinc^al 
and inteixtft. I ibppofe by thif time he 
has loA it. . I giiee yen nodae, you mxA 
look upon it as aimihiiated. 
* * Now» as i have confidered^ your dtt«ry 
brings you in Elttlt or nothings and that 
you kec^ iervants and horfes, and frequently 
give littk neat dinners^ which are more ex* 
penifi^ than a few fplendid eatcrtain-* 
m^nts ; befidea whichv you xaaof br £ud to 
water your flock with Fnncb wiae, which 
altogether muft confume yoor fubftance in 
a little while ; I have thought of putting 
you in a method^ that may retrieve yoar 
affairs. In the firft place» you muft turft 
off all your fervants^ and fell your horfee (I 
will find exerciie for you). Your wtK)le fa- 
mily Ttm& confift of only one found whol^« 
fome wepch. She will make your bed> 
and warm it i befides wa(hing your linen, 
and mending it, darning your ftocking&, ©V. 
But to fave all expence in houie-keeping, 
you muft contrive fonie way or other, that 

flic 
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ihe ihoiild have milk; and I can aiTure ycni> 
it IS' the opinion of foime of thefoeltphyfi-^ 
ciiii9> that womens fiorlk is the whdlefi>mefl 
feod in the world* 

Be£des, this regimen^ take it altogether, 
will certauily. temper -and cool your blood* 
You will not he fuch a imfefeu, as you have 
been» and be ready, upon every trifling oc** 
cafion, to fet a whole kingdom in a flame- 
Had the Drapter been a milk-fop, poor ff^ooJ 
had not fuffered fo much in his reputation 
and fortune. It will allay that fervour of 
blood, and quiet that hurry of fpirlts, which 
breaks out every now and then into poetry, 
and feems to communicate itfelf to others 
of the chapter. You would not then en- 
coxktzgtDehney znd'Sto^rdin their idlcnefs, 
but let them be as grave as maft of their 
order are with us. I am convinced they 
will fooner get preferment then, than in 
the way they now are. And I ihall not be 
out of hopes of feeing you a bifliop in time, 
when you live in that regular way, which 
I propofe. In fliort, in a few years, you 
may lay up money enough to buy even the 
bifhopric of Durham. For if you keep cows^ 
inftead of horfes, in that high- walled or- 
chard. 
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chords and cultivate by your own iiiduftry 
a few potatoes in. your garden/ the<.niah]:^ 
will live well> .and be able to fell more but* 
ter and xihedfet tiiaa w411 aljifwer/henwage&; 
You may preach then upon yonr tetnpcmnoe 
with a better grace, :than now, thatyou ja» 
known to confume five or fix hogfheads 
of wine every year of youirJifc. You will 
be mild and m^e^k in your converfation, and 
txot frighten parliament*men, and keep 
even lords-lieutenants in awe. You will 
then be qualified for that.flavery, which 
the country you live in,. and theor(kr you 
profefs, feem to be defighed for. . It will 
take off that giddinefs in your head, which 
has difturbed yourfelf and others. The dif-^ 
putes between Sir jdrfbur* and, my lady, 
will for the future be confined to profc, 
and an old thorn may be cut down in peacc^ 
and warm the parlour chimney, without 
heating the heads of poor innocent people^ 
and turning their brains, 

♦ Sir Arthur Acheforty at whofe feat, in a village called 
Market^Hill in Ireland^ the dean fometimes made a long" 
vifit. The difpute between Sir Arthur and my. lady, 
here alluded to, is whether Hamilton*s barn flibuld DC 
turned into a barrack, or a malt-houfe? Th'e OUt^vm^ 
is that cut down at Market^HilU the fubjecft of a little 
poem written hy Swift. Sec Bathurji's edition of 1755, 
vol. viif p. Illy 141. 

I You 
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7 Toil oug^ to i cm c m bcf arhac 6t. .^ii^ 
6ys^ Fu^ ^ vmam JamMam, Confider 
^ fife ]fai now lead : yoa wiitft dl diM 
OMK near yoD wkh your wine^asd cqnirer^ 
6ticm; and the left of the w^ld, ^r^ 
yaar pen clipped deep ia St. Aif/Hf^s vmum 



So hif for your ibuVs health. Now, as 
tfS die healdi of your body 5 I m^ inform 
yoo, that part of what I pwfcribe to you/ 
is the iame which our great friar fi^^ pre- 
icribed to the pope, who lived in his days. 
Head his Cure rf M Age^ and Frefifrvatim 
ifTomthf chap, the lath. You ufed to (scf^ 
diat you found benefit from riding. The 
Prencb^ an ingenious people, ufe the word 
cbivauciirf inftead of mmter a cbevaly and 
they look upon it as the fame thing in 
effea. 

Now, if you will go on after this, m 
your old ws^s, and ruin your health, your 
fortune, and your reputation, it is no fault 
of mine. I have pointed out the road, 
which will lead you to riches and prefer- 
ment ; and that you may have no exciifc 
from entering into this new courfe of life, 
upon pretence of doubting, whether you 

can 
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cap get ^ l^eisfew prt>|)«rJy qualified to £^ 
jiw^ aij^i conjiH)^ your aew family, I wfli, 
re^trntfrnrd y<m ^ J^n G^h who i$ mucfe 
1;^tter (jft^JiJ&ed to hrk^ iis«r«fe fitnn a' 
^oman> tbim from a iiitn t)f money. But 
ji/ he j9K)did be la2;y» (he is, Gd ht^ thaf 
there i$ £omc reafon to dcmht him) I will 
without fail fjtpply yoiaimyfclf, that you 
jcnay be under ao difappoiiitments. BraB&n 
iay«, ConjunBio maris et f^mina 4^fi jure na-^ 
tura. Vide Co^i upoo Utdeton^ X^dvitit 
cafe I ft vol. Reports. 

This I fend you from my clofct at Ricb^ 
kings ^, where J am at leifure to attend fe- 
rious affairs; but when one is in town» 
there are fo many things tp laugh at, that 
itis very difficult to compofe one's thoughts^ 
even long enough to write a letter of ad- 
vice to a friend. Jf I fee any man ferious in 
that crowd, I look upon him for a very dull 
or defigning fellow. By the bye, I am of 
ppinioQ, Aat folly and cunning arc nearer 
allied than people are aware of. If a foo| 
runs out his fortune, and is undone, we fay, 
the poor man ha$ been outwitted. Is it not 
f(S rc^onable to fay of a cunning i;afcal, 

? * A feat of his lordfliip's, jn Bucktnghmnjbire* 
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who has lived miferably, and died hated 
and defpifed, to lca:vc a great fortune be- 
hind him, that he has out--witted himfelf ? 
In (hort, to be ferious about thofe trifles, 
which the majority of mankind think of 
confequei;ice, feems to me to denote folly ; 
and to trifle with thofe things, which they 
generally treat ludicroufly, may denote 
knavery. I have obferved that, in comedy, 
the beft adtor plays the part of the droll, 
whilft fome fcrub rogue is made the hero, 
or fine gentleman. So in this farce of life, 
wife men pafs their time in mirth, whilft 
fools only are ferious. Adieu, 

Continue to be merry and wife ; but ne- 
ver turn ferious, or cunning, 

LETTER CCXCI. 
Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Amcftury, April ^iyth, 1731. 

Y O U R 's, without a date, I received 
two days after niy return to this place from 
London f where I ftayed only four days. I 
faw Mr. Pope^ who is much better : I dined 
with him at lord OxfonTsy who never fails 
drinking your health, and is always very 

inquifitive 
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inqiiifitiVc after every thing that concerns 
you. Mr. Pulteney had received your letter,, 
and feemed very much pleafed vrith it ; and 
I thought you too very much in the favour 
of the lady. Sir William Ifyndbam^ who 
you will hear hath buried lady Catharine^ 
was at Dawley in great affliftion* Dfi Ar-^ 
butbnott I found in good health and fpirits* 
* His neighbour, Mr. Liwis, was gone .to 
Bati. Mrs. Patty Blount I faw two or 
three times, who will be very much pleafed, 
when fhe know$ you fo kindly remember 
her. I am afraid JMr^. Howard will not be 
fo well fatisfied with the compliments you 
fend her. I breakfafted twice with her at 
Mrs. Blount's ; and fhe told me, that her 
indifpoiition had prevented her gnfwering 
your letter. This (he defired me to tell 
you, that (he would write to you foon; 
mnd (he dcfires you will accept of her com- 
pliments in the mean timfe, by mc. You 
fhould consider circtfmftances before you 
cenfure. It will be too long for $i letter tp 
make her apology j but when I fee you, I 
(hall convince you, that you miftakc her *. 

* See afurdier defence of thii lady, in tbf letters of 
ladyfi— (? . 

Vol. ih Y The 
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The day before I left London^ I gave orders 
for buying two Soutb-Sea or India bonds 
for you, which carry 4/. per cent, and are 
as eafily turned into ready money, as bank- 
bills ;. which, by this time, I fuppofc is 
done. 

Whenever you come to England, if you 
will put that confidence in me^ to give me 
notice, I will meet you at your landing- 
place, and conduct you hither. You have 
experience of me as a traveller; and, I 
promife, I will not drop you on the road 
for any vifit whatever. You tell me of 
thanks I have not given. I don't know 
what to fay to people who are continu- 
ally laying one under obligations : my beha- 
viour to you, fhall convince you tljat I am 
very fenfible of them, though I. never once 
mention them. I look upon yoii as my 
beft friend and counfellor. I long for the 
time when we {hall meet and convcrfe to- 
gether. I will draw you into no great 
company, befide thofe I live with. In 
Ihort, if you infift upoi? it, I will give tip 
all great company for year's. Thefe are 
conditions, that I can hardly think you 
will infift upon, after your declarations to 

the 
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the duchefs, who is more and more impa- 
tient to fee you: and all my fear is, that 
you will give up me for her, which, after 
ihy ungallant declaration, would be very 
ungenerous; But we will fettle this matter 
together^ when you come to Amesbury. Af- 
ter all, I find I have been faying nothing j 
for fpeakihg of her> I am talking as if I 
were in my own powers You ufed to blame 
me for over-folicitude about myfelf* I am 
now grown fo rich, that I don't think my- 
felf worth thinking on ; fo that I will pro- 
mife you never to mention myfclf, or my 
own affairs 5 but you owed it all to the in- 
quifitivenefs of your friendfhip ; and ten to 
one but you will every now and then dravv 
me in to talk of myfelf again, I fent you 
a grofs ftate of my fortune already. . I have 
not room to draw it out in particulars. 
When you come over, the duchefs . will 
jftate it to you. I have left no room for 
her to write, fo that I will fay nothing till 
my letter is gone ; but fhe would not for- 
give me, if I did not fend her compliments* 
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LETTER CCXCII. 
Lady B G— - to Dr. SWIFT. 

Juhe the 5th, 1731. 

I FAN 8 y you hive eomfortfed yourfclf 
a long time with the hopes of hearing no 
more; but you may return your thanks to 
a downright fit of the gout in my foot, and 
08 painful a rheumcittifm that followed im-- 
mediately after in my arm, which bound 
me to my good behaviour^ So you may 
perceive t Ihould make a fad nurfe to Mr. 
F<^pe^ who finds the effe&s of age, and a 
crazy carcafe already* However, if it is 
true what I am informed, that you are 
coming here fbon, I expe^ you fhould 
bring us together 1 and if he will bear me 
with patience^ I (hall hear him with plea*- 
fure. 

I don't know what number of chaplains 
the duke of Dorfet intends to caify over ^ 
but as yet, I have heard of but one that he 
has fent, and he is as worthy, honeft, fen- 
fible a man as any I know, Mr. Bran-- 
dretbt who I believe was recommended to 
your acquaintance. I believe you will find 

by 
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by my writing, that it U not quite ezfy to 
m.e, fo I will neither teaze you, nor trou- 
ble myielf longer, who am moft finccrcly 
your faithful humble fervant, 

E, G. 

LETT E R CCXCm. 

The Duch^fs of an4 Mr. GAY 

to Dr. SWIFT. 



Yoo 



The DUCHESS. 

July the i8tb, 1731. 

arc my dear friend, I am furc, for 
you are h«'d to be found : that you arc fo, 
is certainly owing to fomc evil genius. For 
if yo« fay truc> this is the very propereft 
place you can repair to. There is not a 
head here upon asy of our fhoulders, that . 
l« npti at fbmetimes, worfe than yx)ur's can 
pqffibly be at the vvrorft ; and not one to 
compare with your's, when at beflr, except 
your friends are your fworn liars. So in 
one Tcfped^ at leaft, you will find things 
'pxSt as they could be wiflied, It is farther 
jMceffary to aflure you, that the duchefs is 
neither healthy nor young ; flic lives in all 
Y 7 the 
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the fpirits i)ie can^ and with as little granr 
ideur as ihe can pofQbly. She too« as yreU 
^y9^9 canfcoldy and command ; but ihe 
can be iilent^ and obey» if ihe pleafes ; . and 
then for a good nurfc, it is out of difpute, 
that ihe muft prove an excellent one, who 
has been fo experienced in the infirmities 
of others, and of her own. As for talking 
nonfcnfe, provided you do it on purpofe^ 
fhc has no objedlion : there is fome fenfp 
in nonfenfe, when it dpcs not come by 
chance. In ihort, I am very fure, that ihe 
has fet her heart upon feeing you at this 
place* Here arc women .enough to attend 
you, if you ihould happen not to approve 
of her. ' She has not one fine lady belong* 
• ing to her, or her houfe. She is impatient;, 
to be governed, and is cheerfully deter- 
mined, that you ihall quietly ciyoy your 
own will and pleafi^re a$ long a$ ever yo^ 
pleafe. 

Mr. GAY. 

' You ihall ride, you ihall walk, and ihe 
will be glad to, fpUow your example : and 
this will be doing good at the fame time 
to her an4 yoprfelf. I had not beard from 
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you fo long, that I Was in fears about you, 
and in the utmoft impatience for a letter. 
I had flattered myfelf, your law-fuit was at 
an jeijd, and that your Own money was in 
your oWn pocket ; and about a month ^go, 
I was every day expedling a fummons to 
BrifioL Your money is either getting or Jor- 
ling fomethipg ; for I have placed it in the 
funds. For I am grown fo much a man of 
biifinefs, that is to fay, fo covetous, that I 
cannot bear to let a fum of money lie idle* 
Ypur friead Mrs.' Howard^ is now countcfs 
of Suffolk. ' I am ftill fo much a dupe, that 
I think you miftajce her. Come to Amejbury^ 
and you and I will difpute this matter; 
and the duchefs (hall be judge. But I fanfy 
yop will object gainft her ; for I will be fo 
fair to you, as to own, that I think flic is 
of my fide : but. In fliort, you £hall chufe 
any impartial. referee you pleafe/ I have 
heard from her i Mr. Fope hath feen her; I 
beg you would fufpend your judgment till 
we talk over this affair together; for I fanfy, 
by your letter, yoi| have neither heard from 
her; pr feen her, fo that you canhot at pre^ 
fent be as gOpd a judge as we are. I'll be 
a dupe for you at any time, therefore I beg 
Y 4 it 
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itoffM, that you would let me Be d dup# 
in qaiet. 

As you have had fevers^ attacks of the 
giddinefs you at prefent complain of, and 
that it hath formerly left you» I will hope, 
diat at this inftant you are perfe^ly well i 
thoogh my fears wer^ fo tery great, before 
I received your letter, that I may probably 
flatter myfelf, and think you better than 
you are. As to my being a manager for the 
duke, yo)i have been mifinformed. Upon 
the difcharge of an unjud fteward, he took 
the adminiilration into his own hands. I 
own, I was called in to his affiftance, when 
the ftate of affairs was in the greateft con-* 
fufion. Like tit ancien^ Roman, I camc^ 
pcft iny hdping hand to fet affairs right,^ 
and as foon as it was done, I am retirecl 
again as a private man. 

The D U G H E $ S- 

What you imagined you heard her hy^ 
was a good deal in her ftile : it was a thott- 
faod to cme (he had iK>t faid fo^, but I mofl 
do heff the juftice to fay, that (he did not, 
either in thought or word. I ^m fure Arc 
wants to be better acquainted with ymi, 
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for whiph fee has found <:)ut;4:en thou&nd 
reafops, that we'll tell you, if you come. 

Mr. G A Y, 

By your letter, 1 c^npt guefe whethc? 
I?te are like to fee you or no^ Why might 
not the Amefi>ury dp>/rns mafee you better \ 

The p U C H E S S, 

D E A R S I R^ 
Mr. G^ tells me, J muft write upon hin 
line for fear of taking up too much robni^ 
\t was his fault, that I omitted my duty ia 
his laft letter, for he never told me one 
word of writing to you^ till he had fent 
away his letter. However, as a mark of 
ply great humility, I fhall be ready and 
^ad to a(k you pardon upon my knees, as 
foon as ever you come, though not in 
fault. I own this is a little mcan-fpirited, 
which I hope will hot make a bad impreiV 
Bon, confidering you are the occasion/ I 
fubmit to all your conditions, fo pray, 
come ; for, I have not only promifed my- 
felf^ but Mr. Gay dfo, the fatisfa<3:ion to 
bear you talk as much iionit^n^^ as^ you can 
poffiblyutt^n 3 

Mn. 
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Mn g; :^ y, ' ' 

. You will read in the Gazette of z friend 
of your's, who hath lately had the dignity 
of being difgraced*} for he, and every 
body, except five or fix, look upon it in the 
fanj9 tight. I know, were you here, yoH 
would congratulate him upon it. ' I have 
no fcheme at prefent, either to raife my 
fame or fortune. I daily rbproach myfelf for 
my idlenefs. You know, one cannot write 
when one will. I think and rcjedt : one 
day or other, pei^haps, I may think on fomc- 
thing that n;iay engage me tq write, Ypu 
and I are a^ke in one particular (I wifh tp, 
be fo in many) j I mean, that we hafp tQ 
write upon other folks hints, I Iqve to 
have my own fcheme, and to t;reat it in my 
own way. This, perhaps, ipay be taking 
too much upon myfelf^ and I may make : a 
bad choice i but I can always epter into ^ 
fcheme of my own with more eafe and plgar 
furc, than into that of any other bqdy. | 
long to fee you; I long to hear from you | 

f ^Wtltiam Pulteneyy Efq; who on the ift of ^^uly. 
I73i» was, by order of king GtorgtM. ftrnck out rf 
the lift of the privy-council, and put out of all the cpni^ 
miffions of the peace,* 
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I wi(h you health J I wlfli you happinefsj 
and I fliould be very happy myfelf to b« 
witnefs^th^it y6U enjoyed my wiihcs, 

LETTER CCXCIV. 

6 O L I N G B K O K E ^q 
Pr, SWIFT. 

^ Auguft 2d, 173^^ 

AM indebted to you, my reverend Dean^^ 
for a letter of a very old date : the expec- 
tation of feeing you from week to week, 
which our friend Gay made me entertain^ 
hindered me from writing to you a good 
while; and I hive fince deferred it by wait- 
ing an opportunity of fending my letter by 
a faf e hand. That opportunity prefents it- 
fdf at laft, and Mr. Ecklin will put this let- 
ter into your hands. 

You will hear froni him, and from others, 
of the general ftate of things in this Coun- 
try, into which I returned, and where I 
am confined for my fins. If I entertained 
the notion, which by the way I believe to 
be much older than Popery, or even than 
Ghriftianity, of making up an acpount with 
heaven, and demanding the balance in blifs, 
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pr paying it by good works and fufierings 
of my own» and by fhe merits and fufi^ings 
of others, I ihould imaj^jine that I had ex^ 
piated all the faults of my life^ one way or 
other, fince my return into England^ One 
of the circumftances of my fituation, which 
has afflifted me moft, and which afRids 
me ftill fo, is the abfolute inutility I am of 
to tfaofe whom I fhould be the beft pleafed 
to fcrve. Succef^ in ferving my friends 
would nuke me aihends for the want* of it 
in difTerving my enemies. It is intolerably 
to want it in both^ and yet both go togc^ 
ther generally. 

I have had twp or three projeds on foo^ 
for making fuch . an eilabliihmeat here as 
might tempt you to quit Ireland. One of 
them would have fucceeded^ and wot44 
have been agreeable in every reipe^, if 
engagenxents to my iady's kinfman (^ho 
did not, I fuppofe, deferve to be your clerk) 
had not prevented it. Another of thcn^ 
cannot take place, without the confent of 
thofe, who would rather have you a dean 
in Ireland^ than a parifh prieft in England ^ 
and who are glad to keep you, where jour 
finccre friend, my late lord Oxfordyknt you. 
■- • '•- •^- A 
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A third wa8 wholly in our power; but 
when r enquired eia<aiy. into the valae, I 
found it lefs than I bad believed j th^ di- 
ftgnce from thefe parts was great ; and bft^ 
M& all this^ an unexped;e4 wd ground*- 
U{s difpute abou( the right of preie»tatio9 
(but ftill fiich a difpute as the law muft de<- 
termine) had arifen. You wiU pleafe to 
believe, that I mention thefe things for U9 
pther reafon than to (hew you, how. much 
thole friends deferve you ihould make them 
a viiit at leaft, who are ib desirous to fettl^ 
you amongft them. I hope their endeavours 
will not be always unfucce&ful« 

I received^ fbme time ago, a letter frotsji 
Dr. Delaney ; aad very lately Mr. Poffi fent 
jme ioxtif^ iheets^ which ieem to contain thf 
fubftance of two iermons of thirt geotlof 
man's. Th^ phi^f^jfUa prima is abofva my 
reach, and e^ecially when it att^Dpts 19 
prove^ that God hafi done, or. does found 
fo, by attempting to prove, that doing fo 
and fo is effential to his attributes, or ne*- 
ceiTary to his dedgn ; and that the liot do* 
jng fo and fo would be inconfillent with 
the' foraier, or repugnant to the latter. I 
content myfelf to contemplatq what I am 
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iure he ha$ done, and to adore hitn for it 
in humble fileiice. I can demonftrate, that 
every cavil, which has been brought againft 
the great fyftem of the world, phyfical and 
morale from the days bf Democritus and Epi^ 
curus to this day, is abfurd ; but I dare not 
pronounce why things are made as they 
are, ftate the ends of infinite wifdonu and 
. ihew the proportion of the means ♦. 

Dr. De/aney, in his letter to me, men-i 
tioned fomc errors in the critical parts of 
learning, which he hoped he had correded, 
by (hewing the miftakes, particularly of 
Sir JoBn Marram, on whofe authority thofe 
errors were built. Whether I can be of ufc 
to him, even in this part, I know not ; far 
liaving fixed my opinion long ago concern-- 
ing all ancient hiilory and chronology, by a 
careful examination into the firfl principles 
of them, I have ever fince laid that f^udy. 
totally aiide. I confefs, in the letter I writ 

♦ Yet this appears to have been the attempt of Mr. 
P0^, in his Min en Man^ in which he profeua to have 
adopted lord Bounghrok^t principles, 

*« Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend ;" 
and which lord Bclingbrdfy in a fubfequent part of this 
trery letter, fays^ was undertaken at his inftigation; 
approving, at the fame time, 6f the firft thrce'books, 
which fie had C^n and confidered. 

- ^ ^ lately 
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Utely to t^e dodofi notwithftanding tiif 
great refpcd for Sir Join Mar/bam, thatiiis 
authority is often preparious, bccaufc hd 
leans often on other aji^thorities, which ar^ 
fo. But to you I will confeft a little more : 
I think, hay^ I know, that there ' is no 
poffibility of making any iyilem of that; 
kind, without doing the fame thing s and 
that the defed is in the fubje<Sb, not iii 
the writer; I have reed the writings of 
fome who diiFer from him ; and of others 
who undertook particularly to refute him. 
It feems plain to me, that this was the 
cafe. All the materials of this, fort of learn- 
ing are disjointed arid broken* Time has 
contributed to render them fo^ and the 
unfaithfulnefs of thofe, who have tranfmit*, 
ted them down to us, particularly of that 
vile fellow Eufebius *, has done even more 
than time itfelf. By throwing thefe fjrag- 
Itiients into a different order, by arbitrary 
interpretations (and it is often impoffiblc 
to make any others) in (hort, by a few plau- 
iible gueiTes for the connexion and applied- 

♦ * The learned bifliop of Cafarea^ in the fourth cen- 
tury, in his Chrmkon^ publiflied \>yJofiph Staliger^ With 
notes^ at Leyden^ in 1606, folio, and reprinted at An^ 
Jlerdam^ with great additions t9 ttc notes, in 1658.' 
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tion of them, a man may» with toierai>l^ 
ingenuity, prove almoft any thing by. them^ 
I tried formerly to prove^ in a learned dif^ 
iertation, by the fame fet of authorities^ 
that there had been four A0rian mpnar^ 
chies ; that there had been but three } that 
there had been but two; that there had 
been but one; and that there never had 
been any.. I puzzled myfelf^ and a much 
nobler man than myfelf, the friend to whom 
I lent the manufcript» and who has» I be* 
lieve^ kept it« In fhort, I am afraid that' 
I ihall not be very ufeful to Dr. Delaney^ 
in making remarks on the work he is abouti 
His communication of this work may be 
ufeful, and I am fure it will be agreeable to 
me« If you^nd he are ftill in Inland^ pray 
give my beft fervices to him i but fay no 
more than may be proper of all I have writ 
to you. 

I know very \5rell the projed: you mcan^ 
and about which you fay, that Fope arid you 
have often teazed me. I could convince 
you, as he is convinced, that a publication 
of any thing of that kind would have been 
wrong on many accounts, and would be fo 
even now. Befides, call it pride if you will, 

I fliall 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 337 ) 

1 Ihali never make, either to the prcfent 
ige, or to pofterity, any ayology for the part 
I adted in the late queen's reign *• But I 
will apply niyfelf very ferioufly to the com- 
pofition of juft and true relations of the 
Invents of thofe times, iii vsrhich both I, 
^nd my friends and my enemies muft take 
the merit> or the blame, which an authen- 
tic and inipartial deduction of fafts will 
affigh to us. I will endeavour to 'write fo 
as no man could write, who had not beeii 
a party in thofe tranfadions, and as few 
men would write, who had been concerned 
in them. I believe I fhall go back> in con* 
fidcring the political interefts bf the princi- 
pal powers in Europe^ as far as the Pyrennean 
treaty; but I fhallnot begin a thread of hi- 
ftory till the death of Chatles the fecond of 
Spain, and the accefiion of queen Anne to 
the throne of England. Nay, even frorh 
that time downwards, I ihall render my 
relations more full, ot piumagra, the word 
is father Paul's, juft as I have^ or have not, 

♦ This probably alludes to a trail called Leti^s on the 
Spirit of Patrioti/nii Sec. of which lord Bolingbroke per- 
mitted a few copies to be taken, for ttis particular 
friends, and which afterwards foun4 its way into the 
world by Mr. Ptf/>/s means* Gent., Mag. vol. XIX. 
p. 195, 196. , 

Vol. II. Z a ftock 
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a (lock of authentic itiaterials. ' Thcfe (hall 
regulate my work^, and I will neither iqdulg^^ 
my own vanity, nor other mens cuiiofity» 
in going one ftep farther than they c^nrjr 
me. You fee^ my dear Swift, that I opea 
a large, field to n^jfelJF: with what fiicceft 
I (hall expatiate in iu I know as Uttle^ a$ I 
know whether I fhall live to go through 
fo great a work s hut I will begin immedi^ 
ately» and will make it one principal bufi«- 
nefs of the reft of my life. This advan^ 
tage» at leaft» I ihall reap from it, a great 
advantage it will be^ my attention will \m 
diverted from the preient fcenei. I (hall 
^grieve lef$ at thofe things which I cannot 
mend ; I ihall dignify my retreat; and ihaH 
wind up the laboors of my life in ferviog 
the caufe of truth* 

You fay, you could eafily ihew, by com-* 
paring my letters for twenty years paft, 
how the whole fyftem of my philofoptojr 
changes by the f^ver al gradations of life» 
I doi4>t it. As far as I am able to recolle<£fc> 
my way of thinking has been uniform 
enough for more than twenty years. True 
it is, to my fhame^ that my way of ading 
has not been always conformable to my w*y 

of 
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eif thihking\ My own paffions^ and thd 
paffit>n9 and intereft^ of other mtfi ilill motc^ 
have led me afide^ I launched into the 
deep before I had loadiid ballaft enough » If 
the ibip iiid not (ink, the cargo was throwii 
over-boards The ftorm itfelf threw mc into - 
port* My own opinioh, my own defircs^ 
Would have kept me^ there j the opinion^ 
the defires> of others fent nie to fea again* 
I did, and bliamed myfelf for doing what 
others, and you, among the r^fl, would 
have blaiteed me> if I had hot done. I 
have paid more than I owed to prty, and 
Bs much at leaft as was due to friendships' 
if I go off the ftagc of public life, without 
paying all I owe to my enemies, and to the 
enemies of my country, I do affurc you the 
bankruptcy is not fraudulent. I conceal 
none of my effeds. 

Does P(^e ,talk to you of the noble 
work, which, at my inftigation, he has 
begun in fuch a manner, that he muft be 
convinced, by this time, I judged better of 
his talents than he did? The firflr epiftle 
which confidefs mauj^ and the habitation of 
man, relatively to the whole fyftem of qni- 
verfal being. The fecond, which confiders 
•Z 2 him 
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llim in his own habitation, in himself, and 
relatively to his particular fyftem; , And the 
{^ird» which ihews how an unii^erfal cauTe 
works to one end, but works by various 
laws ; how nidii> a&d beaft^ and vegetable 
are linked in a mutual dependency, parts 
ncceiTary to each other, and ileceiTary to the 
whole ; how human focieties were formed; 
from what fpring true religion and true po- 
licy are derived ; how God has made our 
gteateft interefts and our plaiheil duty indi-^ 
vifibly the fame^ Thefe three epiftle6> I fay^ 
are finiflied. The fourth he is now intent 
upon. It is a noble fubjedt ; he pleads the 
caufe of God, I ufe Seneca's expreflion, 
againft that famous charge which Atheift$ 
in all ages have brought, the fuppofed un- 
equal difpenfations of Providence i a charge 
which I cannot heartily forgive your divines 
for admitting *. You admit it indeed for 

* To prove that the difpenfations of Providence lA 

the prefent ftate are not unequal, is certainly very defir- 

^ able I but there is reafon to fear, that thofe who blame 

divines for admitting an inequality^ have not fucceeded 

In the attempt. 

The philofophers, both ancient and modern, who 
have endeavoured to juftifv the ways of God to man^ 
by proving that happinefs does not confift in externals, 
ill order to fliew that his difpenfations are equal, have 

yet 
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an extfferae good purjpofe, and you build on 
this admifRon the neceffity of a future ftate 
of • rewards and punifhrnents. But what if 
you fhould find, that this future ftate will 
not account for Gdd's juftice ♦ m the pre- 
fcnt. ftate, which you give up, iii oppoft- 
tion to the Atheift ? Would it hot have 
beea better to defend God's juftice in thia 
world, againft thefe daring men, by irre-. . 
fragable reafons, and to have refted the 
other point on revelation ? I do not like 

yet placed happinefs in virtue chiefly^ 9s'aprinci|le of 
gdtivc benevolence. 

^^ Happier as kinder in each due degree, 
*< And height of blife, but height of charity/' 
Now there feems to be an inconilftency between thefe 
two principles, of which they^ are net aware. 

It may reafonably be afked, what virtue, as a principle 
o^ aAive benevolence, has to beftow ? Can it beftow 
Upon others any thing more than externals ? If hot, it 
either has not the power of communicating happinefs, 
or happinefs is to be communicated in extern^s. If it 
iias not the power of communicating happinefs, it is in- 
deed a mere name ; the fubjedl receives nothing ; the 
agent gives nothing. The blifs of charity is fourided on 
9 delunon ; on the falfe fuppoiition of a benefit com- 
municated by externals, which externals cannot com- 
municate. If happinefs can be communicated by ex- 
ternals, and confequently is dependent upon them, and 
thefe externals are unequally diftributed, how is the dif- 
penfation of Providence, with rcfpeft to happinefs in 
the prefent ftate, equal \ 

• /. e. Will not reconcile the prefent unequal ^iftribur 
||on to the Divine juftice. 

• Z 3 ^on^ 
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conceflxons made againft demonflndoOi 
repair or fnpply them hew you wilL Tha. 
cpiftles I have meiitioned will CQmpo&« 
fixil book ; the plan of th« fccoUd is fettled* 
You will not uQderftaod by what I have 
faid» that Tope will go fo deep into the at** 
gumenty or carry it fo far as I have hinted^ 
You enquire fo kindly after my wife> that 
J muft tell you fomediing of her. She hat 
fallen upon a remedy, invented by a fur-« 
geon abroad, and which has had greatfuc-!! 
cefs in cafes fimilay to her*s. This remedy 
has vifibly attacked the original caufe of all 
her complaints, and has abated, in fome 
degree, by one gentle and uniform efiedj^ 
all the grievous and various fypiptoms. I 
hope, and furely with reafon, that ihe will 
^'eceive flill greater benefit from this metho4 
of cure, which (he will refumc as foon as 
the great heat is over. If ihe recovers, I 
ihall not, for her fake, abftradt myfelf fron^ 
the world, more than I do at p^nt in 
this place. But if (he fliould be taken fromi 
pic, \ flioqld nioft certainly yield to that 
ilrong defire, which I have long had, of fe-; 
eluding myfelf totally from the company 
and affairs of mankind ; of leaving the mat 

fia^ementji 
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nag^m^tt even of my private affairs^ to 
bthers; ftnd of fecufingi by tho^p meanly 
for ebe reft of my life» an unini^rrupttd ^•^ 
nor of philofophical quiott 

I fuppoTe you have feen fome of thofa 
?olttiiie6 of fciirrility,^ which have beet} 
thrown into the world a^nft Mr. P - ■ - 
mi myfelfi and the Crqftfinftn^ which gave 
occafion to them. I think it is the ienie of 
all my friends, that the perfoa» who pnb^ 
)ifhed the Final Anfwer *, took a righf 
turn, in a very nice and very provoking 
circtrmftance. To anfwer all the faldtie^i 
mifreprefentations, apd blunders, which s| 
plub of fuch fcoundrds, as Arnold^ Cmca^ 
men, and other penfioners of the minifl:er« 
crouded together, would have been equally 
tedious and ridiculous, and muft have forced 
feveral things to be faid. fo have explained 
ibme points, and to have flopped atothersj^ 
would have given ftrength to that imperti- 
i^tpX fuggeftioii. Guilt alone is filent in the 

^^ This pamphlet wat written by lord Bolinglrdie^ \n 
his own vindication, in I73l- It is intituled, A Final 
Anfwer i9 the lUnfarki $n we Crt^fmaris Vindication of his 
two honourable Pietrons y emd to all the Lihels which hffot 
come^ or may comeifroni4he fanet Quarter ^ againfi the Per^. 
ji» Ufi fjmfimd in the Creftfman of%%d of ^a$. 
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day of inquiry. It was therefore xight ta 
open no part of thcfcene of the late qneen'a 
retgn» nor fubmit the paflages c£ her ad-: 
mifltiilrations and dbe condud of any of her 
miniftcarSj to the examination df fo vile a 
tribunal. This was ftiU the more rights 
becaufe, upon fuch points as relate to £vh^ 
fequent tranfadtionsj and as affed me fingly, 
what the Craftftnan bad faid^ was juftified 
unanfwerably s and what the remarker had 
advanced^ was proved to be infamoufly falfe. 
The effe<5t of this- paper has anfwered the 
defign of it \ and, which is not common, 
all fides agree, that the things faid ought 
to have been faid. The public writers feenx 
to be getting back^^ from thefe perfonal al-r 
tercations, tp national affairs, much againil 
the grain of the miniflcr's faction. What 
the effed of all this writing will be, I 
know not; but this I know, that when all 
the infonpatioft whiphcan begiven^, is givei^i 
when airthe fpirit which can be raifed, is 
raifcd, it is to no purpofe to write any 
more. Even you men of this world have 
nothing elfe to do, but to let the (hip drive 
fill (he is caft away, or till the ftoriji is over, 
for mjr own part^^ I am neither an own^r^ 
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an officer, nor a foremftft-man. I am but « 
pafieoger, faid my lord Carbury^ 

I<t \% woU for you I am got to the cod of 
my papery for you might elfe have a letter 
as long again from me. If you anfwerme 
by the poft, remember^ whilft you are 
writing, that you write by the poft. Adieu» 
jny reverend friend, 

LETTER GCXCV. 
Lady B. G— to Dr. SWIFT, 

\ Drayton, Sept. 7ti!, 1731. 

X O (hew how ftridly I obey your orders, 
I came from the duchefs of Dorfef^ coun- 
try-houfc to my own, where I have rid and 
walked as often as the weather permitted 
me. Nor am I very nice in that 3 for, if 
you remember, I was not bred up very ten- 
derly, nor a fine lady ^ for which I acknow- 
ledge myfelf exceedingly obliged to my pa- 
rents : for had I that fort of education, I 
fhould not have been fo eafy and happy as, 
r thank God, I now am. As to the gout, 
indeed, I do derive it from my anceflorsi but 
I may forgive even that, fince it waited 
V|lon me no fooner j and efi)ecially fince t 

fee 
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ieeniy elder and two younger brothers fti 
terribly plagued wi|h it i (o that I am inmr 
the only wine»-drinli;er in my family y and^ 
upon tfij word, I am not \rx^ttzi^A in that 
filice you firft knew me« 

I am ibriy you are involved in law* 
foxtsi it is the thing on earth I i^oA iear^ 
I wi(h yo\i had met with as complaifant aa 
adverfary as I did ; for my lord Peterb^row, 
plagued ^ixJobrt^aiX his Ufe*time j^ but de«- 
dared]^ if ever he gave the eftate to me, he 
would have done with \t i and accordingly 
has kept his word> like an houQur^bJle man*, 
I hope I ihall fooi) hear of the 4vkc and^ 
duchefs of Dorftfs fafe landing jt and I do, 
not queftion the people of Irelan^$ Uking^ 
them as well as they deferve^ I d^ii^C nc^ 
better for them ; for if you don't ipoil hini 
there, which I think he has too goodfenie 
to let happen, he is the moil; worthy, ho^ 
neft, good-natured, great-^fourd man that 
ever was born. As to the duchefs, ibe is 
fo refervcd, that perhaps flie may not be at 
£rft fo much admired i but, upon know-r 
kdgc, I will defy any body upon earth, 
with fenfe, judgment, and good-nature^ 

• Hu£band to lady B-~- <;.-*—.. 

not 
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pot miy not to admire lier» but mttft iQvtt 
2nd eftieeinher a$ much a$ X do^ »nd ^very 
oneclfe doeiSi that is really acquainted with 
her. You know him a Uttle$ fo» fo^ ht9 own 
iake, you muft like hixn : and, till you am 
better acquiaiuted with, them both, I hope 
you wiU like them for mine. Your friend 
BHify ^ is juft the fame as /he was j laughs 
fedately, and makes a joke ilily. And I 
am, as I ever was, and hope I ever iball 
be, your moft fincere frieod, and faithful 
humble fervant, 

E G . 



Y( 



LETTER, CCXCVI. 
The Coontcfs of to Dr. SWIFT.* 

^S I R, Hampton-Court, Sept. 25th, 173^ 

OU think you have a natural right tq 
#bnfe xQe,^ bi^aufe X am a woman, apd ^ 

+ Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 
. * Three letters, recommending Mrs. Barigrj the 
wife of a tradefman in Ireland who had failed, to the 
queen, in order to forward a fubfcription for fomc 
poems, were forged in the Deaii's name, and fentto 
her majefty. The Dean wrote an account of the fraud^i 

and a juftification of hirnfelf, to the countefs of yS ^9 

}n a letter, to which this is an ahfwer. See one of the 
^unterCeit letters, and the Dean's to lady S— ^> in 
(he volumes jiift Dublifhed b^ Mr, D^mu S%v^* 

courticn 
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cosrtier. I have taken it as a woman anid at 
a courtier ought, with great r^entment^ 
and a determiaed re(<4ution of revenge, 
Tlie number of letters that have been fent^ 
and thought by many to be your's (and 
tiiank God they were aU filly ones) has been 
a fair field to execute it. Think of my joy 
to hear you fufpe&ed of folly i think of 
my fdeafure when I entered the lift for ]roDr 
joftification I Indeed I was a Ittde difcon-^ 
carted to find Mr. P$pe took the fame 
fide ; for I would have had the num of wit> 
the dignified dh^ine, the Irijh Drafter, have 
found no friend but the fil^y wpn\an and 
the courtier. Could I have prefcrvcd my- 
ielf alone in. the lift, I fliould not have de-r 
fpaired, that this monitor of princes^ this 
Irt/b patriot, this excellent man at fpeech 
and pen, 0iould have clofed the fcene under 
fufpicion of having a violent pafBon foF 
Mrs. Barber and lady M-r-ar: M^s. jffipr- 
^iwd'f has writ the progrefs of it. Now, 
to my mortification, I find every body in- 
clined to think you had no hand in writ* 
ing thofe letters; but I every day thank 

t Mrs. Hayivood, a well-known writer of icandal in 
novek. 

ProvidencQ 
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Pr6videhce that there is an epitaph in St* 
Patrick'^ cathedral J, that will be a lofting 
monoment of your imprudence. Ichmfli 
this extremely ; for, iay what you* am. to 
jnfiify it, I am convince I fhalL a& casSij 
argue the world into the belief of ^ a court- 
tier's fifiperity, as you (with all: yiowr wit 
and eloquence) will be able to ccMivincc 
mankiiui of the prudence of that a^ion;. 
1 exped to hear if peace ihall enfue, or war 
continue between us. If I know but little 
of the art of war, you' fee I do not want 
courage } and thlit has made many an ig* 
norant foldier fight fuccefsfully. Befidesi 
i have a numerous body of light-armed 
troops to bring into the field, who, when 
fingle^ may be as inconfiderable as a Lilli^ 
putiany yet ten thoufand of them embarraffed 
captain Gulliver. If ybu i^nd honourable 
articles, they fhall be figned. . I infift that 
N you own that you have been unjuft to me $ 
for I have never forgot yon ; for I have 
made others fend my compliments, becaufe 
J was not able to write myfelf. If I: can- 
' not juftify the advice J gave you, from the 

X On the duke of Schomhgrg, Sec the Icttqr, to whkh 
' this is an anfwer. 

fuccefs 
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fttcceTs t£ iti I gave you my teaib&s fbf 
it: and it was your bufinefs to have judged 
of my capacity^ hy the folidity of my ar« 
Ipiments* If the principle was falfe^ you 
ought not to have aAed upon it. So you 
have been only the dupe of your own ill 
judgment^ and not toy falfliood« Am I to 
&nd back the crown and the plaids well 
packed up» in my own chara^er^ and con^^ 
tinue very truly and very much your humble 
Icrvant^ ■■■■* ■ — -^-*? 

L E T f E R CCXCVIL 

Lady B- — G -to Dr, SWIFT* 

Nor* 4th, 1731. 

1 BELIEVE in my confcience, that 
though you had anfwered mine before^ iht 
iecond was never the lefs welcome. So 
much for your topfcript^ not poftfcript; and 
in very fincere eameft I heartily diank you 
for remembering mefo often. Since I came 
out of the country, my riding days are 
over i for I never was for your Hyde^Park 
couries, although my courage ferves me 
very well at a hand-gallop in the country 
for fix or fcven miles, with one horfeman, 

and 
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to be cloatbtd when iie can run fail ejiough 
to , keep «p with my hoxfe, who ha^ yet 
only proyed his dexterity by efcaping Ir om 
fchooL Bttt my courage faib me for lid^, 
ing in town, where 1 ihould have the hapr. 
piiiiiefa to meet with plenty of your very 
pretty fellows^, that manage their owa 
horjfes to fhew their art; or that think a 
pofttlion's cip, with a white frock, the 
moiQ: becoming drefs<. Thefe and their 
grooms I znx moft bitterly afraid of; be^ 
cimie, yon muft know^ ,if my complaiiant 
friend, yx>ur preibyterian houfekeeper^^ 
can remember any thing like fuch days 
with mti that is a very good reafon for me 
to renumber that time is paft; and your 
toupees would rgoice to fee a horfe throw 
an ancient gentlewoman^ 

I am . forry to hear you iu:e no wifer in 
Ireland than we Englt/h ; for our birth-day 
was as fine as hands could make us ; but I 
queftion much whether we all paid ready 
money. I mightily approve of my duchcfs's 

• Probably Mrs. White-fTayy-wliom Swift humourcmfly 
called Mrs. Ma^Fui. 

being 
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heihg dreflcd in your manufadxtre "f ; it 
your ladies will follow her example in all 
fhingSy they cannot do amifs. And I dar^ 
iay you will foon find that the more you 
know of them both, the better you will 
like them ; or elfe Ireland has ftrangely de-> 
praved your taftei and That my own vanity 
will not let me, believe, iinceyou ftill flatter 
me. 

Why do you tantalize me ? Let me fee 
you in England agahi, if you dare ; and 
choofe your refidence, funmier or winter^ 
St. James's Square^ ot Drayton. I defy you 
in all (hapes i be it dean of St. Patricks 
governing England ov Ireland,, or politician 
Drapier* But my choice ihould be the par^ 
fon in lady Betty's chamber^ Make hafte 
then, if you have a mind to oblige your 
ever fincere and hearty old friend. 

+ The duchcfs alfo appeared at the caftlc in Dublin^ 
wholly dad in the manufaAures of Ireland^ on his 
majefty's birth-day in 1753, ^^^^ *c duke Was a fe- 
cond time lord lieutenant. 
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LETTER CCXCVIIL 



Mr. GAY, and the Duke of ^ 

to Dr. SWIFT. 

November the Sth, 1731. 

Jt* O R abdut this month or fix weeks paft, 
I have been rambling from home, or hav6 
been at what I may not impfoptfrly call 
other homes, at JDawfy, and at Twickenham'^ 
and, 1 really think, at* every one of my 
homes you have as good a pretenfion as my- 
felf* For I find them all exceedingly dif^ 
appointed by the law-fuit that hath kept 
you this fumn^er from us. Mr. P9pe told 
me, that affair was now over, that you 
have the eftate which was your fccufity ; I 
wifh you had your own money j for I wiih 
ycm free from every engagement that keeps 
us from one another. I think you decy- 
phered the laft letter we fent you very 
judicioully. You may make your own pofi- 
ditions at Amejbury^ where I am at prefent ; 
you may do the fame at Dawlyi and Twick-- 
'tnbamy you know, is your own. But if 
you rather chufe to live with me (that is to 
fay, if you will give up your right and title) 
Vol. II. A a I wiU 
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I will purchafc the houfc you and I ufed to 
difpute about over-againft Ham walks, on 
purpofe to entertain you. Name your day, 
and it fhall be done. I have lived with you, 
and I wifti to do fo again in any place, and 
upon any terms. The duchefs does not 
know of my writing -, but I promifed to 
acquaint the duke the next time I wrote to 
you, and for aught I know he may tell the 
duchefs, and fhe may tell Sir JVilliam Wynd- 
ham J who is now here i and for fear they 
fhould all have fomething to fay to you, I 
leave the reft of the paper till I fee the 
duke. 

the D U K E. 

Mr. Gay tells me, you feem to doubt 
what authority my wife and he have to in- 
vite a pe/fon hither, who, by agreement, is 
to have the government of the place during 
his ftay ; when at the fame time it does not 
appear, that the prefent mafter of thefe de- 
mefnes hath been confulted in it. The 
truth of the matter is this : I did not know 
whether you might not have fufpedted me 
for a fort of a pert coxcomb, had I put in 
my word in the late correfpondence between 
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you and my wife. Ladled (by the courtefy 
of the world) enjoy privileges not allowed 
to men ; and in many cafes the fame thing 
is called a favour from a lady, which might 
perhaps be looked upo|i as impertinence 
from a man. Upon this refleaion> I hayc^ 
hitherto refrained from writing to you^ hav- 
ing never had the pleafure of converfing 
with you otherwife -, and as that is a thing 
I moft fincerely wifh, I would not venture 
to meddle in a ncgociation that feemed to be 
in fofair away of -producing that defirable 
end. ^ But our friend JoAn has not done me 
jpftice, if he has never nientioned to yoi; 
how much I wifh for the pleafure of feeing 
you here ; and tho' I have not till now 
avowedly taken any fteps towards bringing 
it about, what has paiTed conducive to it has 
been all along with my privity and confent, 
and I do now formally ratify all the prelimi- 
nary articles and conditions agreed to on 
the part of my wife, and will undertake to 
the.due obfervance of them. I depend upon 
my friend Job?! to anfwer for my fincerity. 
I was not long at court. I have been a coun- 
try gentleman for fome time. ' , 

Poll manus fub linus darque dds Jive nig ig 
% gnipite gnaros. 

4. a 2 ' LET- 
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LETTER CCXCIX. 

Lady B— G .to Dr. SWIFT. 

January tbe nth, 1731. 

JLt is well for Mr. Pe?^^ your letter came as 
it did, or clfc I had calkd for my coach, and 
was going to make a thorough fcarch at his 
Koufe ; for that I was moft pofitivcly aflured 
that you were there in private, the duke of 
Dorjet can tell you. Non credo is all the La^ 
tin I know, and the moft ufeful word upon 
all occafions to me. However, like moft 
other people, I can give it up for what I 
wifh; fo for once I believed, or at leaft 
went half way in what I hoped was true, 
and then, for the only time, your letter 
was unwelcome. You teU me you have a 
requeft, which is purely perfonal to me r 
non creda for that ; for I am furc you would 
not be fo difagreeable as not to have made 
it, when you know 'tis a pleafure and fotis- 
fadtion to me to do any thing you defire,. 
by which you may find you are not fans 
confequence to me. 

I met with your friend Mr. Pope the 

oth(;r day* He complains of not being wcl]> 

J * and 
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an3 indeed looked ilL I fear that neither 
hi« wit or fenfc do arm him enough againft 
being hurt by malice j and that he is too 
fenfiblc of what fook fay : the run is much 
againft him on the duke of Chandois'%^ zcr 
count; but I believe their rage is not kind- 
nefs to theduke^ but they are glad to give 
It vent with fome tolerable pretence. I 
wifh your prefence would have fuch a mi- 
raculous clFe<a; as youi' defign oii Biddys -f- 
fpeech : you know formerly her tongue 
was not apt to ruii much by inclination ; 
but now every winter is kept ftill per force, 
for ftic conftantly gets a violent cold that 
lafts her all winter. But as. to that quarrel- 
fomc friend of the duke of Dorfit'^i I will 
let her loofe[at you, and fee which can get 
the better. Mifs Kslly was a very pretty 
^rl when fhe went from hence, and the 
beaux fhcw their good tafte by liking her. 
I hear her father is now kind to her; but 
if Ihe is not mightily altered, fhc would 
give up fome of her airs and equipage to 
live in "England^ 

♦ It was faid that Mr. Popt intended the charafler 
of Timon^ in his epiftle on the ufe of riches in works 
of tafte, addrefled to the carl of Burlington^ for the duke 
of Chandois. 
' t Mr*. Biddy Floyd. 

A a 3 Since 
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Since you arc fo good as tp enquire after 
my health, I ought to inform you I never 
was better in my life than this winter. I 
have efcaped both head-achs and gout : and 
that your's may not be endangered by 
reading fuch a long letter, I will add no 
more, but bid adieu to my dear dean, 

E G . 

LETTER CCC. 
Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, London, January the i8th, 1731. 

X T is now near nine o'clock. I deferred 
fitting down to write to you, in expefta- 
tion to have feen Mr. Pope^ who left me 
two or three hours ago to try to find lord 
Burlington, within whofc walls I have not 
been admitted this year and half; but for 
what reafon I know not. Mr. Pope is juft 
this minute come in, but had not the good 
luck to find him I fo that I cannot give you 
any fatisfadion in the affair you writ laft 
about. He defigns to fee him to-morrow; 
and if any thing can be done, he fays you 
ihall hear from him. 
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By the beginning of my letter you fee 
how I decline in favour ; but I look upon 
it as my particular diftiiidtion, that as foon 
as the court gains a man, I lofe him. It is 
a mortification I have been ufed to, fo.I 
bear it as a philofopher fhould. The letter 
which you writ to me and the duke I re- 
ceived, arid Mr. Pop^ fhewed me that di- 
re^ed to him, which gave me more plea^ 
fure than all the letters you have writ fince 
I faw you, as it gives me hopes of feeing 
you foon. 

Were 1 to acquaint the duke and duchefs 
of my writing, I know that they would 
have fomething to fay to you, and perhaps 
would prevent my fending the letter this 
poft, fo I chufe to fay nothing about it. 
You are in great favour and efteem with all 
thofe that love me, which is one great riear 
fon that I love and efteem them. 

Whenever you will order me to turn 
your fortune into ready money, I will obey 
you; but I chufe to leave it where it is, till 
you want it, as it carries fome intereft; 
though it might be now fold to fome advan- 
tage, and is liable to rifes and falls vvith the 
pther flocks* It may be higher as well as 
A a 4 lower j 
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lower I (6 I fvill not difpbfe of it till I hear 
from you. I am impatient to fee you» & 
are all your frieiide. You have taken your 
refolutiont aud I ihall henceforth every 
week expedt an agreeable furpriste. The 
bellman rings for the letter^ fo I can fay no 
mpre* 

LETTER CCCL 
Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT. 

February 23, I73X« 

X L I K E to know my power (if it is fo) 
that I can make you uneafy at my not writ* 
ingi tho* I ihan't often care to exert it> left 
you fhould grow weary of me and my cor-- 
refpondence ; but the flownefs of my an^ 
fwers does not come from the emptinefi of 
my hearty but the emptinefs of my head j 
and that you know is nature's faulty not 
mine. I was not learned enough to know 
mn cndd has been fo long in fa(faion^ but 
every day convinces me more of the nccef- 
fity of it;p not but that I often wifti againft 
myfelf; as per example, I would fain be- 
lieve you are coming to England^ becaufe 
moft of your acquaintance tell me fo^' and 

yet 
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yetturn»and windy.and lift your letters tb 
<ind any thing like it being true; but in* 
ilead of rilat^ there I find a law^fuit> whicli 
is a worfe tie by the leg than your lame^ 
ncfs. And pray what is ** this hurt above 
xny heel V' Have you had a fellow-feeling 
with my lord lieutenant ♦ of the gout, and 
call it a fprain, as he does ? who has lain ^f* 
fo long and often to difguife it^ that I ve* 
rily think he has not !a new ftory left^ Does 
he do the fame in Irekndi for there I 
hoped he would have given a better exam- 
ple? 

I £nd you are grown a horrid flatterei:^ 
or elfe you could never have thought of 
any thing fo much to my tafte as this piece 
of marble you fpeak of for my fifter Pcmt 
l^X> which I dcfire may be at my expence. 

♦ The duke of Dorfet. 

+ Tl>is feems to be humourbufly madc-tfie participle 
pf ZrV, nuntior. 

% Lady Peneh^ B^kiUy died in DuMiny whilft her 
father was in, the government, and was interred in St. 
AndrivJ% chMrch under the altar. No monument was 
cre<ftcd to her memory till about this time, when Dr,. 
Siwip cAufed a plate of black marble to be fixed in the 
\ qver the altar piecci with this infcriptipn. " 
«♦ Underneath lieth the body of the lady 
** Pindopi Berkeley ^ daughter of the right 
** honourable Charln carl of BerhUy- She 
♦«' died 5^^/f»2*<?r the 3d, 1699." 

I cannot 
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I cannot be cxa<a, neither as to the, time 
nor year, but Ihe died foon after we came 
there, and we did not ftay quite two years, 
and were in England fome months before 
king William died. I wi(h I had my dame 
fFaJgarB, or Mr. Ferrers s memorandum 
head, that I might know whether it was 
jt the time * of goofebcrries. 

Surely your Jri/h air is very bad for 
darts ', if Mrs. Kelly s are blunted already, 
make her crofs father let her come over, 
and we won't ufe her fo iii England. If my 
duchefs -t* f^^s company in a morning, you 
need not grumble at the hour ; it muft be 
purely from great complaifance, for that 
never was her tafte here, though ihe is as 
early a rifer as the generality of ladies are : 
and, I believe, there are not many dreflingT- 
rooms in London, but mipe, where the early 
idle come. 

♦ In the petition of Frances Harris to the lords ju- 
fttces, upon lofing; her purfe, there are thefe verfes. 
** Yes, fays Ihe, the fteward I remember, when J 
** was at my lady Shrewfburfs^ 
** Such a thing as this happened juft about the 
** time of gooiberries." 
This fteward, was Mr. Ferrers -y and dame TFadgar^ 
was the old deaf houfekeeper in lord Berkeley's family^ 
when he vas one of the lords jufticcs oi Ireland- 
f The duchefs of DarfeU 

Adieu 
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Adieu abruptly; for I will have no mora 
formal humble fcrvants, with your whole 
name at the bottom, as if I was afking you 
your catechifm. 

L E T T e; R cgciL 

Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, [Received April the 12th, 1732-] 

X H O P E this unlucky accident of hurt- 
ing yqur leg will not prevent your coming 
to us this fpring, though you fay nothing* 
about it. Ail your friends cxpeft it, and 
particularly my landlord and landlady, who 
are my friends as much" as ever ; and I 
fliould not think them fo, if they were not 
as much your's. The downs of Amejbury 
are fo fmooth, that neither horfc or man 
can hardly make a wrong ftep, fo that you 
may take your exercife with us with greater 
fecurity. \i you prevail with the duchefs, 
to ride an(l walk with you, you will do her 
good ; but th^t is a njotive I could never 
prevail with her to comply with. . I wifli 
you would try whether your oratory could 
get over this difficulty. General Dormer^ 
Sir Clement Cotterell, and I, fet out to-mon- 
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row morning for Roajbam^ in Oxfor^yhtre, 
tb Aay ten dtys or a fortnight. The da** 
chels will undertake to recommend the 
lords of her acquaintance to attend Mr. 
Jtjveshis caufe, if itfhould come on before 
our return : the duke vi^ill do the fame. 
Her grace too hath undertaken to anfwer 
your letter. I have not difpofcd of your 
South^Sta bonds ; there is a year's intereft 
due at Lady-day. Were I to difpofe of them 
at prefent, I fliould lofe a great deal of the 
premiam I paid for them : perhaps they 
may fall lower, but I cannot prevail with 
myfelf to fell them. The rogueries that 
hare been difcovered in fome other com* 
l^anies^ I believe, makes them all have lefs 
credit. I find myfelf difpirited, for want 
of having ibme purfuit. Indolence and 
idleneis are the mod tirefome things in the 
worid. I begin to find a diflike to focicty. 
I think I ought to try to break myfelf of it, 
but I cannot refolve to fet about it. I have 
left off almoft all my great acquaintance, 
which faves me fomething in chair-hire, 
though in that article the town is ftill 
very fexpenfive. Thofe who were your old 
acquaintance, are almoft the only people 1 

vifit; 
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vifit I and indeed, upon trying all, I like 
them heft. Lord CornbwytthjScd the pcn^ 
fion that Mras offered him ; he is choien to 
rcpreient the univerfity of Ox^r//, (in the 
room of Mr« Bromley) withoat oppoiitioa* 
I know him,, and I think he de&rves it. 
He is a young nobleman of learning apd 
morals, which id fo particular, that I know 
you will refped and value him ; and^ to my 
great comfort, he lives in our family. Mn 
Pops i$ in town, and in good health. I 
lately pafled a week with him, at Twickefh- 
tsm. I muft leave the reft to the ducheis i 
for I muft pack up my ihirts, to iet out 
to-morrow, the 14th of March, the day 
after I received your letter. If you would 
advife the duchefs to confine me four hours 
a day to my own room, while I am in the 
country, I will write; for, I cannot con-> 
£nfi myfdf as I ought. 

LETTER CCCIIL 
Lady B-: G— to Dr. SWIFT/ 

London^ X 3th May, 1732.' 

X A M forry my writing fhould inconve- 
nience your eyes; but I fear, it is rather 
xaj ftile, th^ my ink, that is fo hard to 
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read :. however, if I do not forget myfelfi 
I will enlarge my hand to give you the lels 
trouble* Their graces are at laft arrived 
in perfcifl health, in fpight of all their pe- 
rils and dangers, though I muft own, they 
were fo long in their voyage, that they gave 
me an exceeding heart-ach ; and, if that 
would be any hinderance, they {hall ne- 
ver have my confent to go back to Ireland^ 
but remain here, and be only king of 
Knowle and Drayton * ; and I do not think 
it would be the worfe for him, either iii 
perfon or pocket. I dare fay, he won't 
need a remembrancer's office for any thing 
you have fpoke to him about ; but how- 
ever, I will not fail in the part you have 
fet me. 

I find you want a ftriit account of me, 
how I pafs my time. But firft, I thank 
you for the nine hours out of the twenty- 
four you allowed me for fleeping ; one or 
two of them, I do willingly prefent you 
back again. As to quadrille, though I am, 
generally fpeaking, a conftant attendant 
on it every day, yet I will moft thank- 

• Knowle^ a fine old feat of the duke of Dorfet\ 
near Seven Oais, in Kent, Draytonj fee letter CCXCV. 
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fully fubmit to your dlowance of time ; 
for when complaifance draws me on far- 
ther, it is with great yawnings, and a vaft 
expencc of -my breath, in aflcing. Who 
plays ? Who's called ? And, what^s trumps ? 
If you can recoUedl any thing of my for* 
mer way of life, fuch as it was, fo it Is. 
I never loved to have my hands idle ; they 
were either full of Work, or had a book ; 
but as neither fort was the heft, or moft 
ufeful, fo you will find forty years have 
done no more good to my head, than they 
have to my face. Your old friend BiJdyf 
is much your humble fervant, and could 
ihe get rid of her cough, her fpleen would 
do her and her friend no harm ; for ihe 
loves a fly fedate Jbke, as well as ever you 
knew her do. The duke and duchefs are 
juft come in, who both prefent their fervice 
to you, and will take it as a favour, if you 
will beftow any of your time that you can 
Ipare upon J lord George. 

Adieu, for the duchefs, th? countefs of 

S > Mr. Charden, and I, arc going to 

quadrille. 

t Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 

X Lord George SackviUe was at this time a iludent in 
the univerfitY of Dublin. 
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LETTER CCCIV. 

Mr. Q A Y to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Lonion, Mzfi^hy 173a. 

1 O-M O R R O W we fct out for ,4mef- 
iury, where I propofe to follow your ad- 
vice* of employing my felf about fome work 
againft next winter. You feemcd not to 
approve of my writing more fables. Thofe 
1 am now writing, have a prefatory dif- 
courfe before eaeh of them, by way of 
cpiftle, and the morals of them, moft are 
of the political kind ; which makes them 
run into a greater length than thofe I have 
already publiflied. I have already finiflied 
fifteen or fixteen ; four or five more would 
make a volume of the fame fize as the 
firft. Though this is a kind of writing 
that appears very eaiy, I find it is the moft 
difficult of any that I ever undertook. Af^ 
tcr I have invented one fable, and finifhed 
it, I defpair of finding out another ; but I 
have a moral or two, which I wifh to write 
upon. I have alfo a fort of fcheme to raife 
my finances by doixfg fomething for the 
ftagc: 'with this, aiid fome reading, and a 
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great deal of excrcifc, I propofe to paft my 
fummer. I am forry it muft be withjout 
you. Why can't you come and fauliter 
^bout the downs a horfcback, in the' au- 
tumn, to mark the partridges for me to 
fhoot for your dinner ? Ycfterday I received 
your letter, and notwithftandiflg your re- 
proaches of lazinefs, I was four or five 
hours about bufinefs, and did not fpend a 
Shilling in a coach or chair. I received a 
year's intereft on your two bonds, which 
is 8 /. I have four of my own. I have 
depofitcd all of them in the hands of Mr* 
Hoare, to receive the half year's intereft 
at Michaelmas. The premium of the bjonds^ 
is fallen a great deal fince I bought your's. 
I gave very near 6/. on each bond, and they 
are now fold for about 50 s* Every thing 
is very precarious, and I have no opinion 
of any of their public fecurities; but, I 
believe, the parliament next year intend to 
examine the South-Sea fcheme. I do not 
know, whether it will be prudent to truft 
our money there till that time. I did what 
I could to affift Mr. Ryves ; and I am very 
glad that he hath found juftice. ^ Lord B/?- 
thurji fpoke for him,- and was very zealous 
VoL.IL B b on 
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on bringing on his cauie. Thq ducked 
intended to write in my kft ktter, bat fiie 
fet out all on a fuddea> to taZ^e care of lord 
Drumlanrig*, who was taken ill of the 
fnaall-pox at WincbeJUr iibbbqL He is now 
perfci^ly well recovered^ (Ibr he baid a fa^ 
vourable kind) to the. great joy q£ our j^^ 
mily. I thfnk flie. oughts as fbe; inDeads^ 
to renew her correipondence with yoa at 
Amejbury. I was at Dawley on Sunday^ 
l^ady Botingbroke contin)ae£ in a very ba^ 
ftate of healthy bHt ftill retains bet fpiritSw 
You are always remembered there with 
great refpe(2 and friendship. Mrs. Fope is 
io worn out with old age, bat without 
any diftemper, that I look upon h^r life 
as very uncertain, Mr* Tope^ ftate of health 
is much in the fame way as when you left 
him. As for myfelf, I am often troubled 
with the cholic. I have as much inatten- 
tion, and have, I think> lower fpirits than 
ufugl, which. I impute to my having no one 
purfuit in life, I have niany compliments 
to make you from the duke and duchefs^ 
and lords Bolingbroke^ Bathurji^ Sir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney^ Dr. Arbutbnott^ 

* Her fon. 

* .- Mr. 
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Mr. Lewis, &cc. Every one of them is dif- 
appointed in your tfot comifig aniong us^ 
I have not feen dean Berkeley , but have read 
his book ^i and like many parts of it; but 
in general think, with you, that it is too 
fpeculative, at leaft for mc. Dr. Delaney I 
have very feldom feeri ;• he did not do me 
the honoUF to advife with me about any 
thing he hath publi{hcd|. I like your 
thoughts upon this fort of writing, and I 
{hould(haye advifed him, as )rou did, though 

1 have loft his good opinion. I write in 
very great haftc s for I have many things to 
do before I go out of town. Pray make mc 
ias happy a« you can, and let me hear from 
you often. But I am ftill in hopes to fee 
you, and will expedt a fummons one day or 
other to come to Brijiol, in order to be your 
guide to Jbnejbury. 

t * Aletphront Or^ thi Mnuie Phihfopbir. Printed at 
tofid^fiy in 1732, in two volumes 8vo/ 

J • He publilhed it LonJ&riy in this year 17^2, in 

2 vol. 8vo, Revelation examined with Candour : Or^ a fait 
Inquiry into the Senfi and Ufe ofthefeveral Revelations ex^ 
prefly declared, or fufficiently implied, to be delivered to Man^ 
kind from the Creation, as they were found in the Bibli, By 
a profejfed Friend td an honeft Freedom of Thought in religi* 
$M5lnquiries,* 
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LETTER CCCV, 

I 

Lady CATHERINE JONES 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

June i5th^ 1732. 

H E return of my humble thanks to 
Mr. Dean, by the date it bears, looks more 
like a flumber of gratitude, than the quick 
fenfe of that rare virtue which I owe to 
you. Sir, for the trouble you have fo wil- 
lingly undertaken, in executing what I fo 
much deQred ; fince the manner you have 
done it in, anfwers my wiflics in every re- 
fpeft. The propofal you made, I acquaint- 
ed my fifter Kildare, and niece Fanry Co^ 
ningsby with ; for being but one part of the 
family, I cannot z6t farther than they will 
confent, which is, that they will fettle 
twenty fhillings per year, that you may 
never be liable to any more trouble upon 
the (ame occafion. 

I need not inform you, Mr. Dean, that 
the world teaches us, that relations and 
friends look like two different fpecies : and, 
though I have the hoiiour to be allied to 
my lord Arlington, yet firice the death of 
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my good father and his, the notice he 
takts of me, is, as if I was a feparated 
blood 5 or clfe,. I am vain enough to fay, 
we. are fprung from one anccftor, whofe 
afhes keep up a greater luftre than thofe 
who are not reduced to them. 

I cannot conclude without faying, that 
were I worthy in any way to have the 
pleafure of feeing dean Swift ^ I do not 
know any paffiouji even envy would not 
make innocent, in my ambition of feeing 
the author of fo much wit and judicious 
writing, as I have had the advantage of. 
Your rjioft humble and obliged fervant, 

CATHERINE JONES, 

Your oj^nion of Mr* French is juft, and his due 

LETTER CCCVI, 

Lord BpLINGBROKE to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

July the i8tb, 1732. 

I WRITE this letter, in hopes that 
Pope, a man fcattcred in the world (ac- 
cording to the French phrafe) will foon pro- 
cure me an opportunity of conveying it 
fafely to you, my reverend dean. For my 
B b 3 own 
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own part^ half this wicked nation might ^ 
to you, OF half your nation might come to 
VIS, and the whok n^igratian be over before 
I knew any thing of the matter. - My let- 
ter will concern nether ^airs of ftate, nop 
of party % and yet I would not have it f«ll 
into the hands of our mini(l:ei;s ; it might 
pafs in their excellent noddles for a piec« 
of a plot againft themfelves, if not ag^nft 
the ftate, or, at leafl, it nxight furniCh them 
with an opportunity of doing an ill-naturedji 
and difappointing % good-natured thiogi 
which bein^ % pleafure to the malicious 
and the bafe^ I (hpuld be forry to give it 
on any occafion, and efpecially on this, to 
the par nobik fratrum ^. 

After this preamble, I proceed to tell 
you, that there \% in my neighbourhood^ 
in Berkjkirfy a clergyman, one Mr. Talbot^. 
related to the folicitor-general, and pro-? 
teded by him. Thjj man has now the 
living oi Burfield*^ which the late bifhop 
of Durham held before, and, for 'aught I 
know, after he was bi/hop of Oxford. The 
living is worth 400/, /#r ann. over and 
above a curate paid, as Mr, Carrey^ a, 

■ ♦ ^ Sir RAeri TPialpok^ and his brother Horace.* 
^ ^ Arcftory in Btrhfiiirt: 

4 gentle-^ 
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g^ntkmafi who docs my bufincfs in that 
country, and who is a very grave autho- 
rity, s^ures^me. The parfonage-houife is 
extremely good^ the pkce pleafant, and the 
air excellent, the diilance from London a 
little day's journey, and from hence (give 
me leave to think this circumftance of fome 
imppftance to you) not much above half a 
day's, even for you .who are not a great 
jockey. Mr, Talbot has many reafons^ 
which make him defirous to fettle in Ire^ 
imdfot %\i^ reft of his life, and has been 
looking out for a change of preferment* 
fome time. As foon as I heard this, I em* 
ployed one to know whether he continued 
in the fame mind, and to tell him, that 
ah advantageous exchange might be offered 
him, if he could engage his kinfman to 
make it practicable at court* He anfwercd 
for his own acceptance, and his kinfman's 
endeavours. I employed next fome friends 
to fecure my lord I^erjet^ who very frankly 
declared himfelf ready to ferve you in any 
thing, and in this, if you defired it. But he 
mentioned a thing, at the fame time, wholly 
unknown to me, which is, that your deanry 
48 not in the nomination of the crown, but 
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in the elr^on o£ the chgyptei;*. This may 
rendec our affair, perhaps more cafyr f|ioi;e 
hard^k thinks it cannot be ^ but, in aU cafes*.. 
it requires other meafure^to be taken. One / 
of thcfe I believe muft be, to prcpftre-Dr* 
HW^, bifl^op oi Salijbury^ if that h% poffi-^ 
ble, to prepare, his brother the archbishop 
of Dublin. The light, in which the pro-, , 
pofition no^uft be reprefented to him, and 
to our piiniflers» (if it be made to them) 
is this, that though they gratify you, they 
gratify you in a, thing fidyantageous to^ them^ 
^Ives, and filly in you to aik. I fuppoie it 
win hot be hard to perfuade them, that it 
is better for them you fhould be a private 
parifli prieft in. an Engfijh county, than a 
dean in the metropolis of Ireland^ where 
they knqw, becaufe they haye felt, your 
authority and influence. At leaft, this to-? 
pic is a .plaufible one for thofe who fpeak 
to them, to.infift upon, and coming out 
of a whig's mouth may have weight, Siire 
I am, they will be eafijy perfuadcd, that 
quitting. power for cafe, and a greater for a 
lefs revenue, is a fooliih bargain, whkh 
they fhould by confequence help you tQ 
mak?, 

You 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 3^7 ) 

Y©u ft^ now tfet ilate oi^ this wKole af- 
fair, indyoti will judge fc f am 

abk to do, of the means to d on 

your fide of the watet : as i th^s, 

nothing ihall be ncglcded. eic-, 

cure Way of conveying you and ". 

your commands to me ; for my fficnd has a 
right t6 command me arbitrarily, which 
no man elfc upon earth has. Or rather, 
difpofe of affairs fo a$ to come hither imme- 
diately. Ypu intended to come fpme time 
ago. You fpeak, in a letter Pope has juft ' 
now received from you, as if you ftill had 
in view to make this journey before win-, 
ter. Make it in the fummer, and the 
fooner the better. To talk of being able to 
ride with Airrups, is trifling : get on pe- 
gafus^ b?ftride the hippogryph, or mount 
the white nag in the Revelations. To be 
ferious ; come any how, and put neither 
delay nor humour in a matter which' re- 
quires difpatch and management. Though* 
I have room, I will not fay one word to 
you about Berkeley'^ * or Delanfs books -f-* 
fome part of the former is hard to be un^ 

* * Alciphron: Or^ the Minute Phihfipher.* 
f * Revelation examined with Candour.* 
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dcfftood ; none of the latter is to be read« 
I fT(}pofCf however^ to reconcile yon to me* 
ttphyfics, by (hewing how fhey may bb 
employed againft metapfayficians; and that 
whenever you do not underftand them^ no«* 
body elfe does, nQ Qot thofe who 'write 
them. 

I know you are inquifitive ibout the 
health of the poor woman who inhabits 
this place i it is tolerable, better than it ha$ 
been in fome years^ Come and fee her; 
you (hall be nurfed, fondled, and humour^ 
ed. She defires you to accept this aiTurance, 
with her humble fervice. Your horfes (hall 
be grazed in fummer, and fothered in win- 
ter; and you and your man (hall have 
meat, drink, and lodging, Wa(hing I 
can't afford, Mr. dean, for I am grown 
faving. Thanks tP yqur ferjpqii ahput fru-? 
gality, 

LETTER CCCVII. 
Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT, 

' Drayton, July the 19th, 1732. 

1, BELIEVE you won't.wonder at my 
long filence, when I tell you, that Mrs, 
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Ployd% came ill herci but that fbe ki^pt 
pretty much to herfelf ; and ever fince 0)e 
has been here, till within thefe two or 
three day8> I have had no hopes of her 
life. You may eafily geefs what I muft 
}iave fuffered for a fo long tried, prudent, 
ufefuly agreeable companion and friend* 
And God knows, flie i$ now wceffively 
weak, and mends but flowly : however, I 
have Qow great hopes, and I am very good 
at believing what I heartily wifli. As I 
dare fay, you will be concerned for her, 
you may want to know her illnefs, but that 
ia more than I can tell you. She has jGsin- 
iied herfelf in a confumption a great while: 
but though ihe has had the moft dreadful 
cough I ever heard in my life, all the doc- 
tors faid, it was not that ; but none of 
them did fay what it was. The do<aor 
here, who is an extraordinary good one, 
(but lives fourteen long miles off) has lately 
been left ten thoufand pounds^ and now 
hates his bufinefs i he fays, it is a (harp 
humour that falls upon her nerves, fome- 
tintes on her ilomach and bowels; and 
indeed what he has given her, has, to ap- 
pearance, had much better tS^Qc than the 

millions 
X Mrs. BicUfy Floyd. 
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rtiaiions of things flic has been forced to 
take. After this, you wiil ridt eXped, I 
fhould have followed your orders, and ride, 
for I have fcarcely walked ; although I dare 
not be very much in her room, becaulb fhc 
conftraijicd hcrfelf to hide her illnefs from 
roe. 

The duke and duchefs of Dor/ef have 
not been here yet, but I am in hopes they 
will foon. I don't know, whether you re- 
member Mrs. Crowther and Mrs. Aeourt : 
they and Mr. Par/ode are my company; 
but as I love my houfe full, I expeft more 
ftill. My lady — ^- talks of making mc a 
fliort vifit. I have been fo full of Mrs. 
i%^, that' I had like to have forgot to tell 
you, that I am fuch a dunderhead, that I 
really do not know what my lifter P^w's 
age was, but I think, fhe could not be above 
twelve years old. ~ She was the next to mc, 
but whether two or three years younger I 
have forgot ; and what is more ridiculous, 
I do not exadly know my own, for my 
mother and nurfe ufed to differ upon that 
notaWc point. And I am willing to be a 
young lady ftill, fp will not allow myfclf 
to bc.morc than forty-eight next birth-day ; 

but 
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» 

but if I make my letftSr any longer, per- 
haps you wiU,wi(h I aeyer, had been l^^^% 
Sp aidicu, de*r Deao. , 

. ,L E T t E k cccviir. " 



Mr; <3 A Y a/id the Duckcfs of 
to Dr. SWIFT; 



A 



^DEAR SIR, Amcfburjr, July 24th, 1732. 

S the circumftanccs of our money af- 
fairs are altered, I think myfelf obliged ty> 
acquaint you with them as foob as I can i 
which, if I had not received your letter 
laft poft, I fhould have done now. I left 
your two Sout^Sea bonds, and fouf of my 
own, in Mr. Htfares hands, when I came 
out of town, that he might receive the in- 
tereft for us, when due j or, if you fliould 
want your money, that you might receive 
it upon your order. Since I came out of 
town, the South-Sea company have come to 
a refolution to pay off ^o per cent, of their 
bonds, with the intereft of the 50 per centi 
to Michaelmas next. So that there is xk)W 
half of our fortunes in Mr. Hearers hands 
at prefcnt, without any intereft going on. 
As you feem to be inclined to have your 

money 
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ittdney fettiiticd iolriiand^ I will riot kf 
Mt the fam that is paid inta kis h^d$ iH 
any other thing, till I lutve your or^cfps. t 
cannot tell what to do with my own. I be- 
lieve. I fhall fee Mr. Hoare in this country 
very foon > for he hath an houfe not above 
fix miles from us, and I intend to advife 
with him; though, in the prcfent fitua* 
tioti of aflfairs, I expert to be left to takd 
Ifliy own way* The remaining 50 per cenf^ 
wiire it to be (old at preAitit, beafs a pte-^ 
mium« I do not know whether I writa 
kitelligibly upon the fubjedr. I cannct 
fend you the particulars of your accountjr^ 
though I know I am in debt to you for in- 
tereft, befides your principal > and you will 
underftand fo much of what I intend to in-> 
form you, that half of your money is. now 
in Mr* H$are*s hands, without any intercft. 
So fince I cannot fend you the particular^ 
of your account, I will now fay no more 
about it. 

. I ihall finifh the work I intended this 
fiunmer; but I look upon the fuccefs in 
wtxy refpedt to be precarious. You judge 
very right of my prefent fituation, that I 
qannot propoie to fucceed by favour ; and 

I don't 
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I doft't thinJk, if I coMld flatter myfelf that 
I had any. degree t^ merit, much could be 
cxpedted from that unfafhiqnahk^f^reten- 
fion. 

I have almoft done every thing I propofcd 
in the way of fables; but haye not fet 
the hft hand to them* Though they vrili 
liat amount to half the number, I believn 
they will n;iake much fuch another volusne 
as the laft. I find it the moil difficult 
talk I ever undertook; tut have deter- 
mined to go through with it ; and, after 
this> I believe I fhall never have courage 
enough to think any more in this way. Laft 
poA I had a letter from Mr. Pope, who in- 
forms me> he hath heard froni you; and 
that he is preparing fome icattered things 
of your's and his for the prefs. I bclicvct 
I ihall not fee him till the winter;, for, by 
riding and walking, I am endeavouring to 
hy in a flock of health, to fquander in the 
town. You fee, in this refpe<ft, my fcheme 
is very like the country gentlemen in re- 
gard to their revenues. As to my eating 
and drinking, I live as when you knew 
me ; fo that in that point we (h^l agree 
very well in living together; and the 
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duchefs will anfwer for me^ that I am cured 
of inattention I for I never forget any thing 
Ae fays to me* 

The dttchefs here takes up the refl of 
the line. 

For he never hears what I fay, fb can- 
not forget. If I ferved him the fame way, 
I (hould not care a farthing ever to be bet^ 
ter acquainted with my Tunbrid^ acquaint^ 
ance> whom, by my attention to him, I 
have learned to fet my heart upon» I be-* 
gan to give over all hopes, and from thexicc 
begato my negled:. I thinlc this a very pn!^ 
lofbphical reafon, though there might be( 
another given. When fine ladies 4^^^ 
London^ it.hwcjrf genteel and allowaHfe^a' 
forget their ' bcft'**ftfcBjpids ; which, if 1 
thought modeftly of myfelF, nja^^cSis be 
you, becaufe you know little of me. 
you do more, pray don't per£i||de 
Gay^ that he is difcreet enough to^' 
alone ; for I do afTure you he is not, nor l 
cither. We are of great ufe to one ano- 
ther I for we never flatter nor contradid:, 
bat when it is abfolutely neceflary, and 
Acn we do it to fome purpofe ; particularly 
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the firft agrees mightily with our conftltu- 
lioas. rf ever we quarrel, it- will be about 
a piece of bread and butter ; for fome 
body is never fick, except he eats too much. 
He will not quarrel with you for a glafs or 
fo; for by that means ,he, hqpes to gulp 
down fome oiF that forty millions of 
fchemes that hindred him from being good 
company, I would fain fee you here, there 
is fo fair a chance that one of us mufl: be 
pleafed ; perhaps both, you with an old 
acquii>tance, and I with a new one : it is 
fo well worth taking a Journey for> thjU: if 
the mountain will not come to Mahdmef^ 
Mahomet riiuft gp to the mountain. But be- 
fore either of our journies are fettled, I 
defire you would refolve me one queftion, 
whether a man, who thinks himfelf well 
where he is> fhould look out for his houfe 
and fervants before 'tis convenient, before 
he grows old> or before' a perfon, with 
whom he lives,, pulls him put by the 
4Ieeve in private (according to oath) and 
tells him, they have enough of his com- 
pany ? He will not let me write one word 
more, but that I hive a very great regard 
fox you, Gfr, 

Vox. IL C c The 
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The jdukc is very much your'Sj-«jid will 
never Icay^ you to your wi»e *, Many, 
thai^ks :for your drum - -* > ■ I wiih to receive 
your congratulations for the other boy, you 
may believe— 

L E T T E R CCCIX. 
Mrs, C^SARf to Dr. SWIFT; 

Auguft tht 6th, 173a. 

J?ERMIT me to congratulate you upon / 

the return of Mrs. Barber, with thanks for 
|)leafures enjoyed in her company; for had 
ihe not come recommended by the dean of 
St^Pafrick% Kkely I had paffcd her by un* 
ht€ded, being apt to follow a good author^ 
lit fliunriing thofc of my own coat. But 
hold i I niuft look if it runs not from cor-* 
jMT to comer, which I more fear than 
lengths For P^e fays. Though fomctiifaea 
Ke &ids t90 many letters in my words, n^-? 
vfjr too many words in my letters. So with 

* When th« Deaii was with Mr. Pope at Twitkenhtm^ 
he ufcd to dcfert them foon after fupper, with, <* Well, ^ 
gentlemen, I leave yqu tp your wine.'* 

t Wife to the treafurer pf the navy during Iord^O;r-. 
firi^ adminiftration, in the reign of queen Anne. 

. ^■• ' - -Mr*- 
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Mr. Cajar*% and my bcft wilhes, rfiott 
worthy, witty, honeft Dean, Crewel. 

M. ADELMAR C^SAR. 

LETTER eCCX. 

LADY WORSLEY « to Dt, SWIFT. 

SIR, Auguft^c 6di, 173a. 

I FLATTER myfelf, that if you had 
rec.eiTed my lail letter^ you would have 
favoured me with an anfwer 5 therefore I 
take it for granted it is loft. 

I was fo proud of your .commands, and fo 
fearful of being fupplanted by my, dav^ter# 
that I went to work inamediately^ ^ th»t her 
box mi|^t not keep Her iQ yo'ur remem^ 
brance, .^ whilft, there was nothing to put 
you in inind of an old friend, and humU^ 
fervant. But Mrs. Barber'^ long ftay heie 
(who promifedme to convey it to yQtt)haft 
made me appear very negligent* I d^ubt 
npt but you think me unworthy, of the 
fhare you once told me I had in your heart« . 
What if I am a great-grandmother, I cai^ 
ftill dUUnguiflx your merit from all the refi 
of the wprld ; ..but it is not confiftent with, 

. » frdfi^sX^Af Wkrjkj^ wife of Sir Kohirt fTmrtteyj bart. 
and mother of lady Cartirii^ wife of JobnlwCartiret, 
aftcwards carl Granvilk. 

X: . ftin 
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. your gtfod' breeding to put me In mind of Ui 
therefore I am determined not to ufe my 
ihteffeft with Sir Robert for a. living in the 
IJle of Wight y though nothing elfe could re* 
concile me to the place. But if I could 
make ybu aFchbifliop of Canterbury^ I fhould 
forget my rcfentments for fake of the flock, 
)vKb very. much want a careful fhepherd. 
Are we to have the honour of feeing you, 
or' not ? I have frefti hopes given me ; but 
I dare not pleafe myfelf too much with 
them, left I flibuld be again difappointed. 
If I had it as much in my power as my 
inclinalidn ttt ferve Mrs. Barber ^ fhc fhould 
not be kept thus long attending; but \ 
hopo her next voyage may prove moire fuc-. 
ceftful. She is juft come in, and tells me 
you have fprained your foot, which will 
prevent your journey till the next fu'mmer; 
but affure yourfelf the Bath is the only 
infallible cure for fuch an dccideht. If you 
have any regard remaining for me, you'll 
fliew it by taking tny advice; if hot, I'll en- 
deavour to forget yoii, if I can. But, till 
that doubt is cleared, I am, as much as 
ever, the Dealrt's obedient humble fcrvant, 

F. WORSLEY. 

• • • ■ . • 

* » 

: - E N D Q F V O L. i1» 

iJAN 1 3 t920 
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